
Group Presentation Guidelines 
 

Recall:  
• Our aim is to get practice exploring, understanding and reporting on a research topic in an oral 

presentation. Students will work in groups; each group will select a research topic based on 
ongoing research of its members or on literature (e.g., review articles or book chapters), and 
prepare and give a presentation on it. 

• We will have our presentation session on Tuesday, Apr. 25, starting at 3:30pm and for 
approximately 2.5 hours  

• All presentations should be uploaded to Canvas, preferably as pdf files, by noon on Tuesday, 
Apr. 25. 

 
Some parameters: 
• The time available for each group will be approximately 30 minutes. To allow for some 

questions, and switching between presentations, EACH PRESENTATION SHOULD NOT EXCEED 20 
MINUTES. This is a hard constraint, so prepare accordingly – you should have 10 slides at the 
most. 

• You should have a final slide (this can be in addition to the 10 of the presentation) with a 
complete list of references; all the articles and books you used as sources, and other key 
references (e.g., textbook(s), pivotal article(s), review article(s)) as needed. 

• Group members should alternate so that all have a chance to speak for similar amounts of time 
(e.g., for a group of 2, ~10 minutes each; for a group of 3, ~6 minutes each).  

• Rehearse your presentation to make sure that it fits in the allotted time and that the transitions 
between group members are smooth. 

 

Some suggestions on how to organize content: 
• Provide motivation: why are you excited about this topic? What are the theoretical and/or 

methodological appeal, the scientific applications, the societal impacts?  
• Provide background: what should people know to understand this topic? Point to notions, 

theorems, computational tools that you consider key. 
• What has been accomplished: if this is your research topic, what have been your major results so 

far? (if this is not your research topic, identify a few results from literature at the “bleeding 
edge” of the field). 

• Where are things going: if this is your research topic, what are your plans for future work? (if 
this is not your research topic, identify a few future directions as highlighted in the “bleeding 
edge” literature mentioned above).  

 

Some suggestions on style:  
In 20 minutes you will not be able to give an exhaustive lecture, but you should be able to tell a good 
story and stimulate interest… 
• Plan to convey a small number of ideas: you can give many pointers, but you should be 

deliberate in choosing what to showcase. Perhaps 1-2 items for each of the four categories of 
content listed above? 

• Be parsimonious with formulae: how many do you really need? Use them when they help 
understanding but avoid drowning the audience. Also, when you use them, make the notation as 
simple as possible (and consistent across formulae). 

• You have seen many talks throughout the semester: think back to what you found effective and 
what you found problematic. Diagrams? Figures? Formulae per slide? Amount of words per 
slide? Too much vs too little detail? Dynamic slides & visuals? Pace, volume and tone of the 
speaking voice? Ways to engage the audience? 

  


