
Guidelines for Group Written Reports 
 
Here are some reminders and suggestions you can use to prepare your written reports.  
 
Recall:  
• Our aim is to get practice in reading, understanding, and reporting on research articles in 

writing.  
• We will have a mid-semester group discussion session on Tuesday, Feb. 28 to brainstorm 

about the reports. You should come ready with any questions or comments you may 
have on the challenges of this exercise in written communication. 

• Due date for the reports, which should be uploaded to Canvas, is Tuesday, Mar. 21. 
 
Make a concise but clear summary of the article: Motivation for the work, relevant 
background, theoretical and/or methodological results (scientific results from analysis of 
real data, if applicable), final discussion. Challenge: can you convey what they did more 
effectively than they themselves did in their abstract? 
 
In terms of the content of the article: 
• What are, in your opinion, the key contributions of this article to the discipline? Convey 

the main results in context, articulating their appeal and their import. 
• What are, in your opinion, the key shortcomings? Are there any claims that are not 

properly supported (through proofs, simulations, and/or analyses or real data sets)? 
• What are the further lines of research/development that you see stemming from this 

work? 
 
In terms of how the content is presented in the article: 
• Do the authors communicate their key contributions effectively? Comment on one 

component of the article (a part of the text, a schematic, a figure, a table) that you 
thought was very effective. 

• Are there clear shortcomings in the presentation organization or style? Comment on one 
component that you though was confusing or unclear, possibly misleading. 

 
Aim for a 5-page report, and do not exceed 7 pages. You can paste in the report figures or 
tables from the article.  
 
You should provide a complete reference for the article, as well as any other articles or 
books you refer to in you report. 
 
 
 
  


