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Going into college, I was always targeting the physics major.  However, I never really had any concrete 
plans on what to do with the degree.  As I went through college, I came to the conclusion that grad 
school wasn’t really for me.  Luckily, I learned that a bachelor’s degree in physics is extremely desirable 
to many employers for a variety of reasons, and in a variety of areas, many having little to do with 
science. It only took the summer after graduation for me to find a job doing data tabulation with a small 
market research company in East Rutherford, NJ called Russell Research.  The job essentially entails 
writing algorithms to clean survey data, compiling the data into useful tables, and running statistical 
tests on the data that our clients use to guide future business decisions.  Despite this job having virtually 
nothing to do with science, I am able to apply other skills in statistics, writing algorithms, and general 
problem solving, and find the work very satisfying.  My experience here has actually made me start 
looking into Master’s degree programs for statistics.   

The first bit of advice I would give is don’t get too worked up over falling behind or getting a few bad 
grades.  Freshman year, I ended up with B’s in PHYS 211/212, a C in CHEM 110, and had to re-take 
MATH 141.  I resolved to work harder on my coursework and never had any trouble with grades after 
that.  Make sure you put in the work, and everything will work out. 

That said, don’t be stubborn in persisting with something isn’t working or you don’t like.  Keep your 
options open, and always be willing to try things.  Sophomore year, I decided to try the electronics 
option within the physics major.  I only needed to take one course in circuits to find out that I hated it, 
and switched out to try the computation option.  I discovered that I had a knack for programming and 
really enjoyed the logical exercise of writing algorithms.  After this, I added a math minor, and took 
several more courses in computer science, statistics, and math, all of which are very important to my 
current career.  

Do undergrad research. Over my junior and senior years, I did research under Prof. Jorge Sofo (including 
one summer in the REU program).  Despite my eventual decision not to continue research post-
graduation, I learned a huge amount about how to think about solving problems where the solution is 
unknown.  I consider these skills and the relationships I formed through this experience indispensable, 
and would highly recommend doing undergrad research to anyone, even if you aren’t certain that you’ll 
continue on to graduate school. 



The only other piece of advice I have is to remember to enjoy your time at Penn State. I played on a club 
floor hockey team 3/4 years and made a lot of great friends.  Also, go to every football game.  You won’t 
regret it. 


