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I’m Rhiannon Vieceli, and I started/finished at University Park, and graduated in Fall 2013. 
 
I initially intended to pursue a degree in Astronomy and Astrophysics.  After hearing about the graduate 
school/academia career path from nearly everyone on every panel in my first year astro seminar, I 
decided I needed a field with more options and flexibility since I had no idea as to what I wanted to do 
after earning an undergraduate degree; I switched to the general Physics option, and completed the 
Physics major with a minor in Mathematics.  
 
During the summers after my sophomore and junior years of college, I worked as an engineering intern 
at Piezo Kinetics Inc. in Bellefonte, PA. It was interesting to see the applications of Physics in industry, 
and working with people from various departments within the company was a good experience. 
 
During my last five semesters I conducted research with Dr. Maynard. The project involved testing a new 
experimental method for determining thermo-physical properties of piezoelectric materials.  
 
During the summer after my fourth year as an undergraduate I participated in Penn State’s Physics REU 
program, in which I continued working with Dr. Maynard. It was really rewarding and exciting to have 
worked on the project from beginning to end and see the whole picture at the end. During this REU 
experience I also served as co-social chair; planning and partaking in group activities was fun and I met a 
lot of wonderful people from many different places.  
 
I volunteered as a tutor for four high school students through Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS), and I 
was employed by The Eberly College of Science as a first-year Physics tutor as part of the Pennypacker 
Experience program. 
 
I volunteered during Astro Fest for three summers, helped with acoustic demonstrations during a STEM 
fair at a local middle school, and helped run an astronomy Q&A prize table during THON for THON 
children/families. Participating in outreach activities is extremely gratifying; there’s nothing like seeing 
people, especially children, getting excited about science. 
 
 
I began pursuing a Geophysics MS degree at Penn State in January 2014. I decided I wanted to combine 
my love of the outdoors and nature with my love of Physics, so Geophysics appealed to me. I chose Penn 



State because I had heard of a position becoming available in the Spring, I was able to meet face to face 
with my potential advisor, and I felt Penn State still had good things to offer.  
 
My undergraduate Physics and Math backgrounds have helped me understand Earth processes and 
solve problems. Using computers, in particular knowing MATLAB, has been extremely helpful. I hope to 
graduate with a Master’s degree in either the Summer or Fall of 2015. I am leaning towards going 
elsewhere for a PhD, but I haven’t completely ruled out getting a job in industry.  
 
Don’t give up if you’re behind or stuck; if you’re passionate about Physics and/or Math sticking with it 
will pay off in the long run. I had to retake Phys 211, Math 141, and Phys 400. I also got a couple of C’s 
that I would have liked to have been B’s or A’s. BUT, I kept studying and kept trying and even though I 
had to take an extra semester of undergraduate courses, it was all worth it.  
 
Learn programming. MATLAB, C++, Python, Mathematica, etc. You’ll love yourself for learning at least 
one language.  Go to conferences, do research, volunteer, get a taste for the ‘real world’ industry, tutor, 
etc. – try as much as you can so you know for sure what you like and what you don’t like.  
 
Do work 6 out of 7 days a week; leave one day where you don’t do any school work. Yes, I’m suggesting 
you do work on one of the weekend days. It sounds preposterous now, but you should seriously try it 
out.  
 
When I’m not doing research/school work I enjoy cooking/baking, running, rock climbing, caving, hiking, 
camping, biking, watching TV, hanging out with friends, and occasionally I’ll play World of Warcraft with 
my boyfriend.  
 
I am on LinkedIn.com and I do find it somewhat useful. I think it will become more useful when figuring 
out what to do after I earn my MS degree.   
 
 


