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Christopher Wolf.  Graduated: Spring 2010.  
Started at: Harrisburg Area Community College 
Finished at: Penn State University Park 
 
I double-majored in Physics and Astronomy & Astrophysics. I began with the intention of continuing 
research in Astrophysics. My educational plans did not change at Penn State, but my career goals did 
change.  
 
Outside of class I did some astrophysics research. I would recommend every student who intends to 
pursue a career in science to do research in undergrad to make sure it’s something they will enjoy doing. 
 
I also was the secretary of the Astronomy Club, which was a great experience of fostering the 
community of students around us. 
 
After graduating Penn State, I worked for the Swift GRB Explorer Mission. My research advisor informed 
me of the position. I began working there a few months after graduating. At Swift, I worked on Mission 
Planning team and developed tools in support of the mission. After a few years at Swift, I moved on to a 
satellite imagery company called GeoEye, now DigitalGlobe, where I worked primarily on ground system 
support. Then I moved on to a telecommunications company, Intelsat. I work in the Flight Dynamics 
department, planning maneuvers for satellites, as well as developing tools. 
 
At Swift, I used my Astrophysics education very often. One of the tools I developed was a Python 
package to analyze raw frames to detect over-active pixels on the x-ray camera. Another project I 
worked on was analyzing ultra-violet light curves. At GeoEye/DigitalGlobe, I did not use my education 
very often. At Intelsat, working in Flight Dynamics means constantly analyzing orbits of the satellites.  
 
At Intelsat, working in Flight Dynamics means constantly analyzing orbits of the satellites.  
 
I intend to begin a Masters in Computer Science program very soon. I’m also considering moving on to a 
consulting firm. With these new skills plus my pass experience, my long-term career plan would be to 
become a consultant at a firm working on aerospace projects.  
 
My advice would be to get involved in the Physics/STEM community, joining SPS or other clubs. This is a 
tough major and having like-minded people around you will help. Also, every place I’ve worked has been 
a result of a connection I had at the company/organization, so building up connections while you’re in 
college can give you a head start. 
 



I would also recommend getting into some research or work experience as soon as possible. It’s the only 
way to find out whether you’ll actually enjoy the career you have planned for yourself. And I stress as 
soon as possible, so that if you find you don’t enjoy it, you can plan accordingly and not lose another 
year in college. Plus, it looks way better to potential employers to have this on your resume/CV right out 
of college. 
 
Finally, I would recommend being open-minded about opportunities. You might not get exactly what 
you want, and that’s okay. Be adaptable. 
 
I am a member of LinkedIn, and the PSU Physics Alumni group. I haven’t found the group useful, but 
only because I don’t actively engage with it. LinkedIn has been somewhat useful. I get job offers 
frequently because of people that have viewed my profile.  
 
I’ll say that LinkedIn can be a double-edged sword because many of your colleagues who are trying to be 
helpful may endorse you for things you have no business being endorsed for… which then gives 
potential employers the wrong impression. I recently had someone email an offer for a position of 
Senior Android Developer, who said he saw my profile on LinkedIn. Well, I’m definitely not even 
qualified to be a Junior Android Developer! 
 
In my spare time I sometimes work on projects that use technologies I’m considering bringing to a 
project at work. It’s a good way to keep your mind sharp as well. 
 
 
 


