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Majors: Physics and Astronomy & Astrophysics 
Minor: Math 
Career Plans: I intended to go to graduate school and work on my PhD, but beyond that I still wasn't 
sure 
My plans at PSU didn't change very much. I started doing research the summer after my sophomore 
year and everything just flowed. 
 
Outside classroom activity: I worked on a piano performance minor (but didn't have time to take the few 
extra classes needed to actually obtain the piece of paper), I performed in a few of the different PSU 
bands 
 
Research in Quasar Absorption Lines in the Astronomy & Astrophysics Department 
 
After Graduating from PSU, I attended graduate school at the University of Maryland in Astronomy, 
where I received my Master’s degree.  Maryland has a very good reputation in the field of astronomy 
and it was in a very diverse area. 
 
Then, I began working at NASA in Greenbelt, MD as a scientific programmer (in 2010) for the HEASARC 
 
Having a background in Physics is very useful for working on Astronomy projects at NASA.  With at least 
an undergraduate education, I am more easily able to understand the needs and limitation for the 
projects on which I work. 
 
My advice:  Try getting involved in research.  Get your feet wet and test the waters, but it's okay if you 
decide it's not for you.  Throw yourself into it (or whatever you do) with abandon, but allow yourself to 
be able to step back and see the whole picture.  If ultimately it doesn’t make you happy, there is no 
need to feel ashamed or like you have failed in your field.  The world is is a big place.  Physics is 
awesome and a lot of fun, but there are needs out there for all kinds of people with this background, not 
just in pure research.  If research turns out to be “your thing”, then “read, read, read”, network and talk 
to everyone you can to keep learning. 
 



I'm a full-time working mom.  I have 1 son and a daughter on the way.  I've gotten so much advice from 
people as to whether I should work or stay home with the kids.  I have come to the conclusion that it is 
up to each person to make that decision.  If you can and want to work full time, they by all means, do it.  
Just because you have a wonderful degree doesn't mean you cannot take time to be a stay-at-home-
mom if that's what you want to do (as long as you can afford to do that!)  I enjoy working, and I plan to 
keep my job, even with a toddler and an infant.  You must make the choice that works best for you. 
 
I loved PSU and there are some professors there that have influenced not only my career, but also my 
life as a whole, though I didn't realize it at the time.  Keep an open mind and make as many connections 
as possible. 
 


