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SUMMARY

This thesis is a corpus-based comparative study of two corpora of Chinese and 

American media discourse on the Taiwan issue. The two purposes of the study are, 

first, to examine the dialectical relationship between discourse and ideology as 

exemplified by this issue, and second, to demonstrate how corpus linguistics and 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) can by synergized for a linguistic analysis of the 

Taiwan issue.  

The subject of this study, the Taiwan issue, bears considerable gravity to the national 

interest of China and determinative impacts on Sino-U.S. relations. With Lee Teng-

hui’s statehood claim made on 9 July 1999, the density of media reportage on the issue 

rocketed and remained high till late September, when an earthquake struck Taiwan. 

The bulk of news reports on the issue in the Chinese and American media and the 

observed textual differences between them inspired interest in the present research. 

The data consist of two corpora of Chinese and American Internet news texts, both in 

English, on the Taiwan issue collected between 10 July and 20 September 1999. The 

corpus of Chinese media discourse contains 293 news texts on the issue from 

http://www.peopledaily.com.cn and http://www.chinadaily.com.cn in the period, with a 

total size of 117,264 words. The corpus of American media discourse comprises 239 

news texts from http://www.abcnews.go.com and http://www.cnn.com in the period, 

with a total size of 114,292 words. The corpora are processed and tagged. 



xi

Data analysis is carried out within a three-dimensional framework of CDA. In the 

dimension of discourse as text, the discursive strategies are described from a 

multifunctional approach. Ideationally, transitivity structures and lexicalization and 

collocation patterns are investigated to scrutinize the reproduction of social realities; 

interpersonally, subjective pronominalization and modality are examined to inspect the 

construction of social identities and relations; textually, news headlines and thematic 

structures are probed to review the topic control and message organization strategies. 

In the dimension of discourse as discursive practice, the systematic differences 

between the functions of the discursive strategies are interpreted socio-ideologically. In 

the dimension of discourse as social practice, the situational, institutional, and social 

contexts underlying the discourse production processes are explored to explain and 

justify the interpretation.  

The findings from this investigation reveal that the systematic discursive strategies in 

the two corpora function differently and that there is a dialectical relationship between 

discourse and ideology in this case: the discursive strategies employed in the corpora 

are determined by their respective underlying socio-ideological contexts, and they in 

turn help propagate, legitimize, sustain, or challenge them. 

The framework and methodology of the study should find new relevance in similar 

studies. The study also aims to contribute to the development of a critical language 

awareness among the public of media discourse in general and discourse on the 

Taiwan issue in particular. The thesis concludes with the limitations and future 

bearings of the research. 
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The relationship between discourse and ideology is a topic that ‘has for a long time 

aroused the interest of scholars from various disciplines’ (Schaffner, 1996: 1). As a 

study along this line, this thesis aims to achieve two goals. First, it intends to illustrate 

how the dialectical tie between discourse structures and socio-ideological structures is 

instantiated in two corpora of Chinese and American Internet news discourse on the 

Taiwan issue. Second, it hopes to demonstrate how the incorporation of the 

methodology of corpus linguistics with the framework of Critical Discourse Analysis 

(CDA) yields a model with enhanced analytical efficacy and credibility. 

1.1 Rationale and research questions

An issue of significant importance to the national interest of China as well as Sino-U.S. 

relations, the Taiwan question has long attracted the attention of both Chinese and 

American news media. With Lee Teng-hui’s comment to a German radio station on 9 

July 1999 that cross-Straits relations should operate on a ‘state-to-state’ basis, the 

density of reportage on this issue in both Chinese and American media rocketed and 

remained high until Taiwan was caught in a devastating earthquake in late September. 

A critical preview of the Chinese and American news reports suggests that they have 

been considerably powerful in legitimizing their respective underlying ideologies, 

manipulating the public minds in ways naturalized and secret. A close relationship 

between the language used in the media discourse and the discordant ideologies 
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materialized in the form of language can thus be envisaged. To investigate this 

relationship, I find CDA a particularly relevant framework to work with. In fact, the 

choice of the Taiwan issue as the topic of my study is to a great extent motivated by 

van Dijk’s repeated emphasis on the relevance of CDA to crucial political issues (van 

Dijk, 1991, 1993c, 1994). 

As a starting point, many noticeable textual differences between the Chinese and 

American media representations of the issue catch my attention. Are these differences 

consistent and systematic? Are the differences between the two socio-ideological 

systems exerting an influence that may account for such discursive differences? Are 

the two different ways of media representations functioning to reproduce, maintain, or 

transform their existing underlying ideologies? Do the newstexts as a whole constitute 

a site for critical readers to read off the underlying ideologies behind them? These are 

the questions that will be addressed in full or part in the thesis.

For the answers to these questions to be effectively valid, it is ideal to derive them 

from the analysis of a reasonably representative body of relevant data. As such a task 

is possible only with the aid of computer tools, the idea of corpus linguistics naturally 

comes in. There is reason to believe that the methodology of corpus linguistics will 

facilitate CDA as well as validate the conclusions drawn from the analysis. 

The two corpora collected in the project comprise Internet news reports on the Taiwan 

issue in the period between Lee’s talk and the Taiwan earthquake from two Chinese 

and two American websites respectively, both with the size of around 120,000 words. 

The thesis describes the linguistic features of the newstexts in the corpora from a 
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multifunctional approach, summarises their respective regularities in discursive 

strategies, and compares their similarities and differences. The systematic description 

of the linguistic features is followed by a critical interpretation and explanation to 

answer the questions put forward above. 

The news discourse on the issue from the Taiwan media is not included in my study 

for two reasons. First, the main goal of the thesis is to demonstrate how the dialectical 

relationship between discourse and ideology is instantiated in the media discourse on 

the Taiwan issue instead of presenting a full picture of the views on it; for this purpose, 

the comparative analysis of two corpora suffices. Second, preliminary observations 

show that such news discourse in the American and Taiwan media shares a significant 

number of features in terms of content and language. I have chosen to focus on the 

former because they are more easily available for data collection and more accessible 

to the mainland China readership.  

1.2 Hypotheses 

As a dialectical relationship between discourse and ideology is foreseen, a number of 

hypotheses are formulated in conjunction with the research questions proposed. 

My first hypothesis is that the textual differences between the two corpora of news 

discourse should be systematic instead of random. A most prominent contrast between 

them could be the relatively monologic, homogeneous nature of the texts in the 

Chinese corpus (given the more authoritarian practice of the Chinese media) versus the 

polyphonic, heterogeneous nature of those in the American corpus. Thus, one of my 
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main tasks is to identify, describe, and interpret these textual differences. Furthermore, 

as the socio-ideological contexts underlying the production of the Chinese and 

American corpora of news discourse are essentially different, there is reason to believe 

that certain contrastive or conflicting aspects of these contexts directly bear upon the 

contrastive textual features of the corpora. It would be particularly interesting to 

explore the extent to which the contrast in contexts gives rise to the contrast in textual 

features between the corpora. 

Finally, I suspect that the social functions of the relatively monophonic texts in the 

Chinese corpora and the polyphonic texts in the American corpora should also be in 

contrast with each other. In other words, the discourses in the two corpora could bear 

contrastive counter-impacts on their respective underlying socio-ideological contexts. 

It remains to be seen where this contrast lies and what it implies. 

1.3 The language of politics

Many researchers have shed light on the relationship between political language and 

political thought, or between language and power. Some of these insights have paved

ground for the present research. 

The ‘widely accepted view that political language can have a substantive, unconscious 

influence on political thought’ (Geis, 1987: 1) is of primary interest to me. It is 

unconscious because it is ‘indirect and occurs outside the conscious awareness of the 

listener or reader’ (Geis, 1987: 1). In this sense, language becomes a source of power 

for those with special access to both language and power, who can choose to use 
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language in dexterous yet deceptive ways, leaving the rest helpless against them and 

their stratagems (Lakoff, 1990: 16).

To stop being mystified and victimized by those wielding the power inherent in 

language, we must develop more appropriate ways of communicating, which can be 

achieved ‘only by learning how power is assigned and determined through linguistic 

structure, and what power is equitable, what not’ (Lakoff, 1990: 23). In the case of 

journalistic language, Geis (1987: 9-10) points out how journalists play a role in 

setting the public agenda: through the power they have to select what issues will and 

will not be covered and what voices will be heard in the covering of the issues and 

through their power to define these issues. Chilton and Schaffner (1997) also suggest 

that four particular strategic functions deserve discussion in the linguistic analysis of 

political discourse: (1) coercion, (2) resistance, opposition, and protest, (3) 

dissimulation, and (4) legitimization and delegitimization. 

These insights into the unconscious influence of political language on political thought 

and the means by which power is realized through language in the case of political 

journalistic language have kindled considerable interest in the present research. 

1.4 Overview of the Taiwan issue

This section introduces the reader to the origin, evolution, and current situation 

concerning the Taiwan issue. It provides the necessary background information on the 

topic and helps to facilitate understanding of subsequent analyses in the following 

chapters.  
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Originally a province of the Qing Empire, Taiwan was ceded to Japan in 1895 as a 

result of the Treaty of Shimonoseki. The Revolution of 1911 overthrew the Qing 

monarchy, and the Kuomingtang (KMT) established the Republic of China (ROC) in 

1912. Later, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was founded in 1921. In 1937, the 

Chinese people threw themselves into an all-out war of resistance against Japanese 

aggression. The Cairo Declaration and the Potsdam Proclamation issued by the ROC, 

the U.S., and the U.K. in 1943 and 1945 stipulated that Japan was to restore Taiwan to 

China. Following the surrender of Japan and its acceptance of the Potsdam 

Proclamation, the ROC government proclaimed that Taiwan had become a province of 

China in October 1945 (TAO and IO, 1993). Thus, Taiwan was returned to China de 

jure and de facto.

Taiwan became an issue only as an aftermath of the ensuing civil war. The CCP gained 

the upper hand, and its victory culminated in the inauguration of the People’s Republic 

of China (PRC) in Beijing in 1949. A group of KMT officials took refuge in Taiwan, 

removing the ROC administration to Taipei, and division between the two sides of the 

Straits came into being. Since then, cross-Straits relations have undergone four phases: 

firstly, military confrontation (1949-1958), secondly, political confrontation (1958-

1978), thirdly, gradual relaxation of tension (1979-1987) and, fourthly, extensive 

cross-Straits people-to-people exchanges (1987-present) (Yang, 1992: 86). 

The U.S. has played a role in the Taiwan question all along. Its dispatch of the 7th fleet 

to the Taiwan Straits following the breakout of the Korean War in 1950 and the 

signing of the U.S.-ROC Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) in 1954 prevented the CCP 

from taking Taiwan from the KMT’s hands. With the issuance of two joint 
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communiqu¨ ¦ s and t he nor mali zati on of Si no-U.S. relations in the 1970s, the U.S. 

acknowledged the ‘one China’ principle and agreed to sever diplomatic relations with 

Taiwan, abrogate the MDT, and withdraw its military forces from Taiwan. However,

the U.S. Congress passed a Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) in 1979, declaring that the 

U.S. would promote people-to-people relations with Taiwan, that it was of ‘grave 

concern’ to the U.S. to ensure peaceful resolution of the Taiwan issue, and that it 

would provide Taiwan with defensive arms. Protest from the PRC prompted a third 

joint communiquý in 1982 stating that the U.S. government ‘does not seek to carry out 

a long-term policy of arms sales to Taiwan.’ With the change of the strategic equation 

governing the U.S. relations with mainland China and Taiwan since the mid-1980s, the 

U.S. policy of constructive engagement with the PRC has been paralleled with a 

growing mood to use human rights and the ‘Taiwan card’ to counter a potential ‘China 

threat’ (Lin, 1998: 142-43). In 1994, an amendment to the 1994-1995 State 

Department authorization bill suggested that the TRA preceded the 1982 Communiquý 

concerning U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. The decision to allow Lee Teng-hui to visit the 

U.S. in 1995 and the dispatch of two carrier groups to the vicinity of Taiwan in 1996 to 

monitor the PRC military exercises demonstrated the upgraded U.S.-Taiwan relations 

and the meaning of its expressed ‘grave concern’ over the security of Taiwan. 

The policy of mainland China towards the Taiwan question is basically ‘peaceful 

reunification’ and ‘one country, two systems’. Specific views of the PRC by the time 

of my data collection can be summarised below:  

1. There is only one China and Taiwan is a part of China. Adherence to the 

principle of one China is the basis and premise for peaceful unification. 
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2. Taiwan should be unified with mainland China as a ‘special administrative 

region’. On the premise of one China, socialism on the mainland and capitalism 

on Taiwan can coexist and develop side by side for a long time.  

3. The PRC wants contacts and negotiations to end the state of hostility between 

the two sides. The PRC encourages expansion of cross-Straits economic and 

people-to-people interchange and urges early opening of direct postal, transport, 

and commercial links. 

4. The PRC is the sole legal representative of China, and only the PRC has the 

right to represent China, including Taiwan, in international affairs. The PRC 

opposes official relations between Taiwan and countries with diplomatic 

relations with the PRC, Taiwan’s ‘pragmatic diplomacy’, and its participation 

as a separate nation-state in intergovernmental organizations. 

5. Peaceful reunification is a set policy of the Chinese Government. However, the 

PRC reserves the right to use military force to prevent the establishment of an 

independent state of Taiwan. The PRC opposes arms sales to Taiwan by states 

having diplomatic relations with the PRC.

6. The Taiwan question is an internal affair of China and should not be placed on 

a par with the situation of Germany and Korea. It should be resolved 

judiciously through bilateral consultations and within the framework of one 

China. (TAO and IO, 1993; Jiang, 1995; Lin, 1998: 128; Clough, 1999: 31-32)

Taiwan’s policy towards mainland China and reunification has also been modified 

continually against the changing circumstances. Its views, at the time of my data 

collection, can be summarised as follows: 
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1. There is only one China; both Taiwan and the PRC are parts of China. China’s 

unification must be sought on the reality of divided rules across the Straits 

since 1949. Currently, the ‘one China’ exists only in the sense of history, 

geography, culture, and blood relations. 

2. The ROC has always been a sovereign and independent state since 1912, but 

since 1949 has consisted of only Taiwan, Penghu, and the offshore islands. It 

has never been a part of the PRC. Taipei and Beijing are two equal political 

entities. Taiwan rejects the PRC’s policy of ‘one country, two systems’.

3. The two sides should join international organizations on equal footing so that 

their leaders will naturally meet on such occasions. Taiwan favours increasing 

economic and trade exchanges with mainland China, but trade, investment, and 

travel are to remain indirect under restrictions necessary for protecting 

Taiwan’s security.  

4. The PRC has never governed Taiwan and cannot represent the people of 

Taiwan in the UN or other intergovernmental organizations. As a de facto

sovereign, independent state, the ROC has a right to have official relations with 

any state and to become a member of intergovernmental organizations. Taiwan 

will continue to promote pragmatic diplomacy to ensure a necessary living and 

developing space. 

5. The two sides should persist in using peaceful means to resolve disputes and 

achieve reunification. The PRC should give up the military option completely. 

6. Reunification should be achieved in gradual phases under the principles of 

reason, peace, parity, and reciprocity. Negotiations on reunification can be 

undertaken when the PRC becomes a democracy with a free enterprise 

economic system, drops the claim to use force against Taiwan, and stops 
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interfering with the expansion of the ROC’s international relations. (MAC, 

1991, 1994; Lee, 1995, 1996; Shao, 1996; Lin, 1998; Clough, 1999)

Meanwhile, the rising opponent party, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) 

adopted the position that an independent Republic of Taiwan should be established 

once a decision to this effect is reached by a plebiscite; that Taiwan should seek 

membership in the UN as a new state; and that Taiwan should resolve differences with 

the PRC by government-to-government negotiations (Clough, 1999).

Following the damaging 1995-1996 crisis of cross-Straits and Sino-U.S. relations in 

the wake of Lee Teng-hui’s trip to the U.S. in June 1995, 1999 witnessed a new crisis 

incurred by Lee’s comment to a German radio station on 9 July that cross-Straits 

relations should operate on a ‘state-to-state’ basis. Ever since then, both Chinese and 

American media have been reporting heavily on the Taiwan issue. The extraordinary 

density of the news reports on this issue alone demonstrated its importance in the eyes 

of both Beijing and Washington, and inspired the focus of my research on the Chinese 

and American Internet news discourse on the Taiwan issue in this particular period. 

1.5 Literature survey

In the past decade, researchers in linguistics and media studies have paid continual 

attention to the study of the relationship between discourse and ideology. A survey of 

relevant previous studies will familiarize us with the general scenario. 



Chapter 1 Introduction

11

Fairclough and van Dijk have made seminal contributions to building the CDA 

framework. A comprehensive account of the theoretical stance of CDA will be made in 

Chapter Two. In practice, they have extended the framework to the study of a number 

of topics, such as the discourse of racism (van Dijk, 1991, 1993b) and in a more recent 

sense media discourse in general (Fairclough, 1995b; van Dijk, 1998) and political 

media discourse in particular (Fairclough, 1998). 

The developments in the theory of CDA have been accompanied by increasing 

enthusiasm for applying the framework to a vast diversity of case studies. The sheer 

volume of such applications practically prevents me from doing justice to all of them 

with an exhaustive list (e.g. Rojo, 1995; Flowerdew, 1997; Teo 2000). A search of the 

Dissertation Abstracts Database of the ProQuest Digital Dissertations shows that recent 

applications of CDA to the study of the relationship between discourse and ideology or 

language and power have covered a breadth of topics in educational, social, public, 

governmental, scientific, literary, as well as media discourse. In particular, Bell and 

Garrett (1998) provide a collection of the latest research papers on the critical approach 

to media discourse. 

In general, these studies centre around two questions: how discourse is used to 

reproduce social realities and problems, construct social identities and relationships, or 

encode ideologies, and what the symbolic, instrumental, or ideological role of 

discourse is in defining, sustaining, or transforming existing social realities, 

relationships and ideologies. All researchers in the field argue that the relationship 

between discourse and ideology is dialectical: discourse is shaped by its socio-

ideological contexts and in turn shapes and reshapes the socio-ideological structure. 
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However, despite the heated discussion on the Taiwan issue in economic, political, and 

strategic fields, to the best of my knowledge there has been no critical analysis of the 

media discourse on the Taiwan issue. Yet, given its political gravity, it should be 

significant to investigate how the general claims of CDA on the relationship between 

discourse and ideology are instantiated in this case. The present research takes this task 

and hopes to enrich the theory and practice of CDA in the following ways. First, as 

very limited comparative analysis is available on media discourse produced within 

essentially different underlying socio-ideological structures, my research on the 

Chinese and American media discourse on the Taiwan issue may provide insights into 

the shaping of discourse by such divergent socio-ideological structures. Second, drawn 

from a systematic analysis of large corpora of naturally occurring data with the 

techniques of corpus linguistics, the conclusions reached may be more tenable than 

smaller-scale sample analysis. Third, as the critical approach to discourse analysis has 

been barely adopted by researchers in mainland China, the research aims to exemplify 

the relevance of CDA to the examination of media discourse in China and help 

promote a critical awareness of language among the public there. 

1.6 Layout of the thesis

The remaining part of the thesis is structured into four chapters. Chapter Two reviews 

relevant literature and provides a detailed account of the theoretical and analytical 

framework of CDA. Focus is placed on the theoretical stance of CDA and a three-

dimensional analytical framework to be applied to the actual analysis. The chapter also 

elaborates on Bakhtin’s theory of voice and polyphony and the ongoing debate 

between Widdowson and Stubbs on the relationship between CDA and corpus 
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linguistics. It ends with explanations on the research methodology, including the 

designing, collection, processing, and analysis of the corpora of news discourse. 

Chapter Three, the data analysis part, makes up the main body of the thesis. It starts 

with a general comparison of the two corpora, and presents the detailed results of the 

analysis of the corpora of news discourse at the descriptive and interpretative levels. 

Aspects of the ideational, interpersonal, and textual meanings of the language used in 

the corpora are explored from a multifunctional perspective with an effort to identify, 

describe, and interpret the systematic discrepancies between them. 

To justify the interpretation of the descriptive discrepancies identified between the two 

corpora, Chapter Four situates the news discourse in the underlying societal, 

institutional, and situational contexts. It constitutes the first half of the analysis of the 

news discourse as social practice at the explanatory level. 

Chapter Five concludes the thesis with a summary of the findings of the analysis, an 

explanation of the exact relationship between discourse and ideology in this case, and 

discussions about the implications of the findings. It completes the analysis of 

discourse as social practice. The thesis closes with an understanding of the limitations 

and points to further research in this area. 
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CHAPTER TWO

FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY

This chapter reviews the relevant literature in CDA, and provides a detailed account of 

the theoretical and analytical framework as well as the research methodology the thesis 

adopts. It starts with a brief mention of the reasons for choosing media discourse as the 

object of study, and proceeds to introduce the theory of CDA and Bakhtin’s theory of 

voice and polyphony. Within a three-dimensional analytical framework of CDA, the 

actual analysis highlights a corpus-based approach and a comparative perspective. The 

processes of corpus design, collection, processing, and analysis are described towards 

the end of the chapter. 

2.1 Why media discourse 

Discourse analysts have given a multiplicity of reasons for choosing media discourse 

as the object of study (e.g. Bell, 1991: 3-4; Fairclough, 1995b: 2; Fowler, 1991: 120; 

Garrett and Bell, 1998: 3). Mass media refer to the technological devices through 

which mass communication – the industrialized production, reproduction, and multiple 

distribution of messages – takes place (Turow, 1997: 11-12). Taking advantage of 

modern technologies, the media transmit messages to an enormous size and diversity 

of audience, representing, influencing, and changing their understanding of and 

attitudes towards social realities and relationships. With its influential impact on 

shaping and manoeuvring the public minds, media discourse deserves intensive 

attention of critical analysts with a stake in the ideological working of discourse as 

well as the discursive working of ideology in the media. Meanwhile, the media also 
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constitute a rich source of readily accessible natural language data for research (Bell, 

1995: 23), thus making the collection and compilation of large corpora of media 

discourse practically feasible. 

The analytical object of this thesis is the Internet news discourse on the Taiwan issue. 

Apart from the availability of data, there are two other major reasons for this 

preference. Qualitatively, Internet news discourse shares virtually all the characteristics 

of press news discourse that are of an analytical value. Quantitatively, the bulk of 

population the Internet can reach, and thus influence, can be even huger than other 

media, as it is not bound by constraints of time and space. With such features, Internet 

news discourse should enter the scope of critical discourse analysts.  

2.2 Critical Discourse Analysis: a social theory of discourse

Recent theories of discourse analysis have exhibited an increasing emphasis on the 

contextual nature of discourse. Whereas text is generally defined as ‘written record of 

a communicative event’ (Nunan, 1993: 6), discourse is often viewed as bringing 

together ‘language, the individuals producing the language, and the context within 

which the language is used’ (Nunan, 1993: 6) or as ‘texts which serve various 

communicative purposes and perform various acts in situational, social and cultural 

contexts’ (Georgakopoulou and Goutsos, 1997: 26). What CDA highlights is the social 

nature of discourse. In CDA, discourse is defined as ‘use of language in speech and 

writing seen as a form of social practice’ (Fairclough, 1992b: 63, 1995a: 7, 1995b: 54; 

Fairclough and Wodak, 1997: 258). Such a definition carries two implications: first, 

discourse is a mode of action, one form of which people may act upon the world and 
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especially upon each other (Levinson, 1983), as well as a mode of representation 

(Fairclough, 1992b: 63); second, discourse is a socially and historically situated mode 

of action, in a dialectical relationship with other facets of the social (Fairclough, 1995b: 

54, 1993: 134). 

It is exactly the dialectical relationship between discourse structures and socio-

ideological structures that interests critical discourse analysts. On the one hand, 

discourse is shaped and constrained by social structure in the widest sense and at all 

levels: by various social relations at a societal level, by the relations specific to 

particular institutions, by various social norms and conventions, and by the specific 

situations prompting the communicative event, etc.; on the other hand, discourse is 

socially shaping and constitutive (Fairclough, 1992b: 64, 1993: 134, 1995b: 55). The 

constitutive effects of discourse extend to three major aspects: it may contribute to the

construction of social identities and positions for social subjects, of social relationships 

between people, and of systems of knowledge and belief (Fairclough, 1992b: 64). The 

ways in which discourse functions constitutively differ: it can be constitutive in 

relatively conventional ways in which it serves to reproduce and maintain existing 

social identities, relations, and systems of knowledge and belief; or it can work in 

creative ways in which it contributes to challenging and transforming them (Fairclough, 

1992b: 65, 1993: 134, 1995b: 55). The actual social circumstances and the way 

discourse functions within them determine which way dominates in specific cases 

(Fairclough, 1995b: 55). 

Discourse may be implicated in all orientations of social practice: economic, political, 

cultural, and ideological, but most germane to this thesis is discourse as a mode of 
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ideological practice. Ideology is conceived as ‘basic systems of shared social 

representations that may control more specific group beliefs (knowledge, attitudes), 

and influence models via the instantiation of such beliefs in concrete models of 

situations and experiences’ (van Dijk, 1996: 7). In closer relation to discourse, 

ideology can also be understood as significations or constructions of reality (the 

physical world, social relations and identities) built into various dimensions of the 

forms or meanings of discursive practices, which contribute to the production, 

reproduction, or transformation of relations of power and domination (Fairclough, 

1992b: 87). 

To examine the relationship between discourse and ideology, one needs to take into 

consideration both the discursive working of ideology and the ideological working of 

discourse. On the one hand, discourse functions as a ‘material form’ (Fairclough, 

1992b: 87) of ideology. Ideologies are located in both the forms and meanings of 

discourse, and the linguistic strategies employed in discourse structures are socio-

ideologically determined and invested. On the other hand, as a socio-ideological 

practice, discourse constitutes, naturalizes, sustains, and changes significations of the 

world from diverse positions in power relations (Fairclough, 1992b: 67). ‘The 

ideologies embedded in discursive practices are most effective when they become 

naturalized and achieve the status of “common sense”’ (Fairclough, 1992b: 87). In fact, 

dominant ideologies are usually reproduced, legitimized, and imposed through 

discourse in this way. Therefore, as an ideology-oriented discourse analysis, CDA has 

a particular stake in foregrounding and denaturalizing the backgrounded and 

naturalized ideologies embedded in various linguistic forms and meanings of the 

discourse under scrutiny. Meanwhile, as discourse is a site of as well as a stake in 
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power struggle (Fairclough, 1992b: 87), it also works to reflect the complexity of 

competing ideologies and to transform the relations of domination.  

Apart from the basic theoretical framework of CDA, van Dijk has also elaborated on 

its aims, priorities, and criteria. As van Dijk (1993d: 252-53) suggests, CDA should 

deal primarily with the discourse dimensions of power abuse as well as the injustice 

and inequality that result from it; correspondingly, critical discourse analysts should 

take an explicit sociopolitical stance and aim to gain more insights into the crucial role 

discourse plays in the reproduction of dominance and inequality in an attempt to bring 

about changes through critical understanding. Therefore, the problems critical 

discourse analysts address should be really serious social problems that concern the 

lives or well-being of many. The choice of the Taiwan issue as the topic of the thesis 

meets this criterion.  

2.3 A theory of voice and polyphony

A unique contrast between the two corpora could be the relatively monologic, 

homogeneous nature of the texts in the Chinese corpus versus the polyphonic, 

heterogeneous nature of those in the American corpus. Such a contrast can be best 

located within Bakhtin’s theory of voice and polyphony. 

Basic to Bakhtin’s thought is the concept of dialogue versus monologue. Dialogue 

refers to a concept of truth as a conversation rather than a series of propositions, where 

no existence, no meaning, no word or thought does not enter into dialogue or ‘dialogic’ 

relations with the other; monologue and monologic, on the other hand, refer to any 
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discourse which seeks to deny the dialogic nature of existence, which refuses to 

recognize its responsibility as addressee, and pretends to be the ‘last word’; such 

discourse is typical of authoritarian regimes (Morries, 1994: 247). 

Bakhtin uses the term ‘polyphony’ to describe Dostoevsky’s ‘multi-leveled’ and 

‘multi-voiced’ novels, whereby ‘a hero appears whose voice is constructed exactly like 

the voice of the author himself in a novel of the usual type’ (Bakhtin, 1963: 89). In 

polyphonic discourses, different competing voices representing various ideological 

stances may engage equally in dialogue without being constrained by the authorial 

judgement. Whereas truth in polyphonic discourses requires at least two interacting 

consciousness, truth in monologic discourses can be stated by a single person and in a 

single voice. Such a theory of voice and polyphony will prove pertinent throughout the 

interpretation of my data. 

2.4 A three-dimensional analytical framework

To account for the nature of the ideological working of discourse and the discursive 

working of ideology as instantiated in the media discourse on the Taiwan issue, the 

thesis adopts the three-dimensional analytical framework proposed by Fairclough. In 

this framework, each discourse event has three dimensions: it is a spoken or written 

text, an instance of discursive practice involving the production and interpretation of 

text, and a piece of social practice (Fairclough, 1992b, 1993, 1995b, 1998).

A central problem confronting critical discourse analysts is how to maintain a 

reasonable balance between the three dimensions. An adequate descriptive account of 
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the textual features of the discourse should be paramount, because that is where the 

essential evidence of the dialectical relationship between discourse and ideology lies. 

Besides, the evidence should be solid enough to ensure that all claims to be made 

about such a relationship are tenable. However, it is not the description that makes 

CDA significant, but the critical interpretation and explanation of the discursive 

strategies in the relevant socio-ideological contexts. It is the goal of my analysis to 

balance between the descriptive, interpretative, and explanatory tasks.  

2.4.1 Discourse as text: a multifunctional approach

The systematic descriptive analysis of the Internet newstexts in the corpora aims first 

to generalize their regularities in linguistic forms and meanings, and second to 

compare their similarities and differences. Ultimately, the descriptive analysis is to 

provide a basis for the critical interpretation and explanation. Since it is the ideological 

functioning of the discursive strategies that is of interest, Halliday’s Systemic 

Functional Grammar (SFG), a multifunctional approach to language study, is 

especially relevant. SFG provides an effective model for understanding and 

interpreting the relations between linguistic forms, meanings, and their functions. 

Incorporated into the analysis is also Sinclair’s theory of syntactic co-occurrence. 

Though the two theories approach language from different perspectives and differ from 

each other in the basic unit of analysis, they both effectively relate forms and meanings 

to their functions. This shared interest renders both relevant to my analysis. 

SFG, a grammar designed to account for how language is used, theorizes that all 

languages are organized around three categories of meanings or metafunctions: the 
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‘ideational’, the ‘interpersonal’, and the ‘textual’ (Halliday, 1994). The ideational 

metafunction manifests the purpose of language use to understand the environment and 

corresponds to the constructive function of discourse of systems of knowledge and 

belief; the interpersonal metafunction manifests the purpose of language use to act on 

others in the environment and corresponds to the constitutive effect of discourse on 

social identities and relationships; the textual metafunction breathes relevance into the 

other two, explaining how information is foregrounded and backgrounded, and how 

parts of a text are coherently linked to each other as well as to the social situation 

outside the text (Halliday, 1994; Fairclough, 1992b). In the actual analysis, all 

functional components, the fundamental elements of meaning in language, are 

explained by reference to their functions in the total linguistic system. The main unit of 

grammatical analysis is the clause. 

The ideational meaning of the clause, meaning as representation, is grammatically 

realized by the ‘transitivity system’, which construes the world of experience into a set 

of six ‘process types’. A process consists, in principle, of three components: the 

process itself, participants in the process, and circumstances associated with the 

process. ‘Material processes’, processes of ‘doing’, express the notion that some entity 

‘does’ something, which may be done ‘to’ some other entity; ‘mental processes’, 

processes of ‘sensing’, cover clauses of feeling, thinking, and perceiving; ‘relational 

processes’, processes of ‘being’, include attributive and identifying clauses functioning 

to classify or identify entities; ‘behavioural processes’ are processes of (typically 

human) physiological and psychological behaviour; ‘verbal processes’, processes of 

‘saying’, cover all kinds of symbolic exchange of meaning; ‘existential processes’ 

represent something that exists or happens (Halliday, 1994). Choices in ways of 
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construing and portraying the happenings in the world, both outside and inside, are 

ideologically invested and determined. 

In this thesis, the textual analysis in the dimension of ideational meaning will highlight 

ideologically significant linguistic choices at three levels. The primary level is the 

transitivity structure of the clauses in the texts. At this level, the analysis will

concentrate on the systematic array of process types across the clauses in the texts to 

expose how happenings and phenomena are represented. The second level of analysis 

is lexicalization, a process of wording or signifying the world that happens differently 

in different contexts. One focus at this level is on relexicalization, the investigation of 

alternative wordings in categorizing certain domains of experience with the aim to 

reveal their ideological implications. The second focus is on overlexicalization, which 

examines the extraordinarily high density of certain lexical items with certain 

connotations and pinpoints how lexical density of certain items contributes to the 

reproduction and legitimization of certain ideologies. The third focus is upon lexical 

reiteration, a process through which certain concepts and the ideologies associated 

with them are constantly reinforced through repetition (Fairclough, 1992b: 77). The 

last focus is upon lexical metaphor, the metaphorical usage of certain lexical items, in 

relation to the ideologies encoded. 

The third level of analysis is collocation. This involves Sinclair’s theory of syntactic 

co-occurrence, a model reconciling the paradigmatic and syntagmatic dimensions of 

choice at each choice point to describe the meaning of a text (Sinclair, 1996, 1998). 

Sinclair argues that units of meaning can be largely phrasal, and different components 

of the phrase carry distinct functions. In his model, five categories of co-selection are 
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put forward as components of a lexical item, two obligatory and three optional. The 

two obligatory categories are the ‘core’, which constitutes the focus and evidence of 

the whole occurrence, and the ‘semantic prosody’, which determines the meaning of 

the whole. The three optional categories, ‘collocation’, ‘colligation’, and ‘semantic 

preference’, realize coordinated secondary choices within the item, fine-tuning the 

meaning and giving cohesion to the text as a whole. Collocation is the co-occurrence 

of two or more words with no more than four intervening words; colligation is the co-

occurrence of grammatical phenomena; semantic preference is the restriction of 

regular co-occurrence to items that share a semantic feature, and controls the 

collocational and colligational patterns. Of particular interest to this thesis is the 

concept and analysis of semantic prosody in relation to the core, as it tells the 

functional nature of the lexical item in an attitudinal way (Sinclair 1996; Ooi, 1998). 

The hypothesis here is that in the two corpora of Chinese and American newstexts, 

semantic prosody of certain crucial core items may differ dramatically from each other, 

lending them different connotations and giving away different ideologies.  

The interpersonal meaning of the clause, meaning as exchange, is grammatically 

realized by the ‘mood system’ consisting of ‘mood’ and ‘residue’ (Halliday, 1994). 

Here, the clause is organized as an interactive event involving participants, with its 

four primary speech functions of offer (of goods and services or information), 

command, statement, and question expressed by means of particular mood structures. 

The mood element consists of two parts: the ‘subject’, which is a nominal group, and 

the ‘finite operator’, which is part of a verbal group. The subject constitutes the part by 

reference to which the proposition can be affirmed or denied. The finite element relates 

the proposition to its context in the speech event, either by reference to ‘primary tense’, 
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the time of speaking, or to ‘modality’, the judgement of the speaker of the probability, 

usuality, obligation, or inclination involved in what he is saying. Thus, a proposition 

becomes arguable by having its relevance specified in temporal or modal terms. 

Finiteness also combines the specification of polarity (negative/positive) with the 

specification of either temporal or modal reference to the speech event. The mood 

element carries the burden of the clause as an interactive event, and remains constant 

as the nub of the proposition. The rest of the clause is the ‘residue’.

The actual analysis in the dimension of interpersonal meaning will concentrate on the 

mood elements of the clauses. First, concerning subject selection, I will focus on one 

particular category, that is, subjective pronominalization. Emphasis will be placed on 

the distinction between the inclusive and exclusive pronouns creating a sense of in-

groupness or out-groupness respectively, as well as on whom the pronoun actually 

refers to and how it is used to create consensus. As Fowler (1991: 49) suggests, 

‘consensus assumes that, for a given group of people, it is a matter of fact that the 

interests of the whole population are undivided, held in common, and that the whole 

population acknowledges this “fact” by subscribing to a certain set of beliefs’. In the 

media, the pronoun we is often used to achieve the consensual image: it may either 

refer to the whole population of a nation in its wide sense, or to a certain geographical 

or political group of people in its narrow sense. In addition, the referents of we may be 

collected in moral or social terms, too. 

Second, the analysis of the finite operator will highlight the modality structure, in 

particular the finite modal operators. The analysis will be a combination of two 

important facets of the modality system, namely, type and value. As for type, modality 
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is further categorized into modalization, which shows the speaker’s judgement of 

probability and usuality, and modulation, which shows the speaker’s judgement of 

obligation and inclination; the value of modality can be either high, median, or low 

(Halliday, 1994). Whereas the analysis in the dimension of ideational meaning will 

show how discourse reproduces social realities and constitutes the system of 

knowledge and belief, the analysis in the dimension of interpersonal meaning will 

reveal how discourse represents and constructs social identities and relations. 

The textual meaning of the clause, or meaning as message, is grammatically realized 

by the ‘thematic structure’ (Halliday, 1994). In English, the clause is organized as a 

message by having a special status assigned to one part of it: the ‘theme’, with which 

the clause is concerned, is the element which serves as the point of departure of the 

message; the ‘rheme’, then, is the remainder of the message that develops the ‘theme’ 

(Halliday, 1994: 37). An especially relevant topic in the analysis of thematic structure 

is presupposition. As Fairclough (1995b: 106-107) suggests, any text is a combination 

of explicit – what is ‘said’ – and implicit meanings – what is left ‘unsaid’ but taken as 

given, as presupposed. The assumptions backgrounded in the theme or thematic clause 

are often further hidden by presuppositions, which are attributed to the readers or 

viewers of the text as commonsensical. Presuppositions render the represented realities 

as convincing, while disguising their ideological effects. It is particularly important to 

unmask such backgrounded and presupposed assumptions. 

The actual analysis in the dimension of textual meaning will focus on two levels. First, 

the headlines of the newstexts in the corpora will be examined, with special attention 

on the topic control strategies. Second, the thematic structure of the clauses will be 
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analysed, highlighting the employment of ‘marked themes’ as well as the systematic 

distribution of certain ‘unmarked themes’ (Halliday, 1994). 

2.4.2 Discourse as discursive practice

The dimension of discourse as discursive practice mediates between the dimensions of 

discourse as text and social practice. The analysis in this dimension is concerned with 

various aspects of the processes of text production and interpretation (Fairclough, 

1992b: 78, 1993: 136, 1995b: 59). Of particular interest to my research are the socio-

cognitive and the intertextual aspects. Unlike the descriptive text analysis, discursive 

analysis is itself interpretative. Text analysis furnishes discursive analysis with 

linguistic evidence, and discursive analysis constitutes a socio-ideological 

interpretation of that evidence.

As van Dijk (1989) argues, social cognition monitors not only discourse and 

communication as modes of social action and interaction, but also our understanding of 

social events, social institutions, and power relations. It mediates ‘between micro- and 

macro- levels of society, between discourse and social action, between the individual 

and the group’ (van Dijk, 1993d: 257). Thus, social cognition constitutes a necessary 

theoretical interface between discourse and society. The socio-cognitive dimensions of 

text production and interpretation centre upon the interplay between the members’ 

resources which discourse participants have internalized and bring with them to text 

processing, and the text itself, a set of ‘traces’ of the production process, or a set of 

‘cues’ for the interpretation process (Fairclough, 1992b: 80). The automatic and non-
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conscious nature of such processes makes up a determinative factor of their ideological 

effectiveness. 

Processes of production and interpretation are socio-cognitively constrained. On the 

one hand, they are based on the so-called models, that is, mental representations of 

experiences, events or situations, as well as the opinions we have about them (van Dijk, 

1993d: 258). In other words, they are constrained by the available members’ resources, 

namely, the internalized social structures, norms and conventions, and socially shared 

knowledge, attitudes and ideologies (Fairclough, 1992b: 80). On the other hand, they 

are also constrained by the specific nature of the social practice they are part of; this 

decides what elements of members’ resources are drawn upon and how they are drawn 

upon (Fairclough, 1992b: 80). Therefore, the analysis of the socio-cognitive aspect of 

the processes of text production and interpretation addresses questions like what 

members’ resources are available and which of them are drawn upon in producing and 

interpreting texts. Such an analysis is to be carried out in close relation to the specific 

context, both in the sense of co-text and context of situation, because context has an 

essential effect upon text production and interpretation. Co-text affects the 

interpretation of texts in relation to the specific discourse type under concern, whereas 

context of situation affects text interpretation in relation to the specific reading of the 

social situation.

Whereas van Dijk has emphasized the mediating role of social cognition between 

discourse and ideology, Fairclough has laid consistent stress on the linking effect of 

intertextuality between the dimensions of discourse as text and social practice. As 

Fairclough (1992b: 84) suggests, intertextuality is the property texts have of being full 
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of snatches of other texts, which the texts may either assimilate or contradict. In terms 

of production, an intertextual perspective stresses the historicity of texts: how they 

respond to related prior texts and make up new additions to the existing ‘chains of 

speech communication’ (Bakhtin, 1986: 94); in terms of interpretation, an intertextual 

perspective stresses the effect of other texts on the interpretation process (Fairclough, 

1992b: 84-85). Analysis of the intertextual aspect of the processes of text production 

and interpretation may concentrate on ‘manifest intertextuality’, that is, what specific 

prior texts are overtly drawn upon within a text, or ‘interdiscursivity’, that is, what 

existing elements of orders of discourse, in particular genres and discourse types, are 

transformed into a text (Fairclough, 1992b: 84-85).  

In the actual analysis, the dimension of discourse as discursive practice is incorporated 

with that of discourse as text in Chapter Three. In other words, the interpretation of the 

meanings, functions, and ideological implications of the linguistic strategies employed 

in the corpora of newstexts is to immediately follow the description of them. The 

interpretation is articulated in close relation to both the co-text and context of situation, 

and it is a product of the process of text interpretation drawing upon the discourse 

participant’s socio-cognitive resources. Manifest intertextuality is given particular 

weight in the analysis, as the corpus-based approach allows us to group expressions 

pertaining to the same linguistic strategy across the texts in the corpora and analyse 

them as a whole. 
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2.4.3 Discourse as social practice

The analysis of the social dimension of the discursive event may refer to various levels 

of social organization: it may involve the immediate situational context of the 

communicative event, the wider context of institutional practices the event is 

embedded within, or the still wider societal and cultural context enwrapping the event 

(Fairclough, 1993: 137, 1995b: 62). Several aspects of the socio-cultural practice are of 

interest to CDA: the economic, political (concerned with issues of power and ideology), 

and cultural (concerned with questions of value and identity) (Fairclough, 1995b: 62). 

For the purpose of this thesis, the analysis of discourse as social practice will centre on 

the concept of ideology and especially hegemony, ‘in the sense of a mode of 

domination, which is based upon alliances, the incorporation of subordinate groups and 

the generation of consent’ (Fairclough, 1992b: 9). On the one hand, ideology is located 

both in the discourse structures, which constitute the outcome of prior events and the 

conditions of current events, and the discursive events themselves as they reproduce 

and transform their conditioning structures (Fairclough, 1992b: 89, 1995a: 72). On the 

other hand, as meanings and forms of texts are closely intertwined, both of them can be 

ideologically invested. As an accumulated orientation built into norms and conventions, 

ideologies are often more or less naturalized and automated, thus making it difficult for 

people to be consciously aware of the ideological investments of their normal practices 

(Fairclough, 1992b: 89-90). Hegemony is leadership as much as domination across the 

economic, political, cultural, and ideological domains of a society; it is about how 

dominant classes construct alliances and integrate subordinate classes either through 

concessions or through ideological means to win consensus (Gramsci, 1971; 
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Fairclough, 1992b: 92). It is noteworthy that these ‘ideological means’ are in many 

cases discursive means, and it is often exactly through the ideological working of 

discourse that hegemonic consensus is achieved in a naturalized way. At the same time, 

discourse also constitutes a site for ideological and hegemonic struggle between 

classes, blocs, and institutions, articulating, disarticulating, or rearticulating elements 

of existing and competing ideologies (Fairclough, 1992b: 92-93). The analysis of 

discourse as social practice aims to explain and foreground how ideological and 

hegemonic consensus is achieved in a naturalized way through discourse, as well as 

how ideological and hegemonic struggle finds expression in discourse. 

The actual analysis of discourse as social practice is split into two parts. The first part 

is given in Chapter Four, which situates the newstexts in their relevant underlying 

societal (economic, political, cultural, and strategic), institutional, and situational 

contexts. The second part is given as the findings of the research in Chapter Five, 

which justifies the interpretation uttered on the linguistic strategies described in 

relation to these contexts and explains how the relationship between discourse and 

ideology is instantiated in this particular case. 

2.5 The corpus-based approach and the comparative perspective

Linguists have always needed sources of evidence for theories about the nature, 

elements, structure, and functions of language, and as a basis for stating what is 

possible in a language (Kennedy, 1998: 7). For a long time, they have been struggling 

with evidence from intuition or introspection, from experimentation or elicitation. Now, 

drawing upon evidence directly from large bodies of texts, corpus linguistics has 
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furnished linguistic researchers with an effective method for describing features of 

natural language data and drawing conclusions from such description for particular 

research purposes (Kennedy, 1998; Ooi, 1998). The four essential characteristics of 

corpus-based analysis are: 1) it utilizes a large and principled collection of natural texts, 

known as a ‘corpus’, as the basis of analysis; 2) it makes extensive use of computers 

for analysis; 3) it is empirical, analysing the actual patterns of use in natural texts; 4), it 

depends on both quantitative and qualitative analytical techniques (Biber et al., 1998: 

4).

Many critical analysts and media researchers have emphasized the importance of 

collecting and analysing large corpora of data (e.g. Fowler, 1991: 93; van Dijk, 1998: 

36). Nevertheless, there has been a heated debate between Henry Widdowson and 

Michael Stubbs in Applied Linguistics on the relationship between CDA and corpus 

linguistics. Widdowson (2000) criticizes work in both corpus linguistics and CDA as 

imposing partial linguistic account on the reality of language to reduce and resolve 

‘real world’ problems in language use and learning. He argues that, first, the 

achievement of corpus linguistics cannot represent the reality of first person awareness, 

since what is revealed is contrary to intuition; second, corpus linguistics deals only 

with the textually attested, but not with the encoded possible, nor the contextually 

appropriate; third, corpus linguistics provides us with a description of text as product, 

but not discourse as process, as the textual product that is subjected to quantitative 

analysis is itself a static abstraction; fourth, corpus data are decontextualized, while 

critical linguists give only a partial reading of the text by providing contexts of their 

own devising which then regulate the interpretation of textual features as appropriate; 

thus, in both corpus linguistics and CDA, the textual analysis is given ‘unwarranted 
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discourse significance in disregard of crucial contextual factors’ (Widdowson, 2000: 

22). 

Stubbs (2001: 149) perceives Widdowson’s argument as ‘flawed by its 

misrepresentation of the data, methods and central concepts of corpus linguistics’. He 

argues that while corpus linguists often point out the divergence between intuition and 

use, they have also made a start in the investigation of the relations between 

behavioural and psycholinguistic data. Corpus linguists do not suppose the opposition 

between ‘the attested’ and ‘the possible’, but give priority to ‘describing the 

commonest uses of the commonest words’ (Stubs, 2001: 151). Recognizing that they 

can study only ‘textual traces’ of discourse process, they are ‘trying to develop 

observational, empirical methods of studying meaning’, with a strong interest in 

‘processes that are not directly observable because they are instantiated across the 

language use of different speakers and writers’ (Stubbs, 2001: 154). He also finds it 

‘strange’ that Widdowson should accuse corpus linguistics of ignoring context, ‘since 

it is essentially a theory of context: the essential tool is the concordance, where words 

are always studied in their contexts’ (Stubbs, 2001: 156-57).  

As the presentation of a corpus-based research project, this thesis aims to demonstrate 

how corpus linguistics indeed supports CDA with sound linguistic evidence from large 

corpora of natural language data. The assistance of relevant computer tools enables us 

to analyse large amount of data efficiently and generalize about the linguistic patterns 

across the newstexts in the corpora. Countering what Widdowson (2000) claims, I 

want to emphasize that by combining corpus linguistics and CDA, the corpus data are 

not only analysed in their co-texts, but also interpreted within the socio-ideological 
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contexts underlying their production. The empirical analysis of large corpora of natural 

language data and the combination of qualitative and quantitative analytical techniques 

will render the conclusions drawn from the analysis more comprehensive and credible. 

The thesis also highlights a comparative approach throughout the analysis. At the 

descriptive level, the comparison and contrast aim to identify and describe the 

similarities and differences between the linguistic features of the two corpora of 

Chinese and American Internet news discourse on the Taiwan issue. At the 

interpretative level, they are intended to foreground the similarities and differences 

between the socio-ideological implications of their discursive strategies. At the 

explanatory level, differences between the societal, institutional, and situational 

contexts underlying the production of the corpora of news discourse are pointed out, 

and the different instantiations of the relationship between discourse and ideology in 

the two corpora are explained. The ultimate purpose of the comparative approach is to 

demonstrate that the descriptive discrepancies between the two corpora of news 

discourse entail socio-ideological interpretation and explanation.   

2.6 Methodology

The corpus-based comparative study of two corpora of Chinese and American media 

discourse on the Taiwan issue involves three stages. The first stage was corpus design 

and compilation. Before building the corpora, I designed relevant criteria for data 

selection to ensure the validity of the data and the representativeness of the corpora. 

The data collected under such criteria were then refined through necessary edition. The 

second stage was corpus processing, or annotation. In this case it means tagging the 
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corpora, that is, attaching to each individual word in the corpora an appropriate label 

indicating its word-class. With the corpora tagged, the final stage left is the systematic 

analysis of the corpora.   

2.6.1 Corpus design and compilation

The general guideline was to build two corpora of Chinese and American Internet 

newstexts on the Taiwan issue within a certain period of time. In the wake of Lee 

Teng-hui’s statehood claim made on 9 July 1999, news reports on the issue abounded. 

In determining the sources for data selection, I took into account the integrity, 

reputation, and public influence of the source institutions as well as the breadth and 

depth of their coverage of the issue. These criteria prompted my decision to collect 

data from the following four websites: 

1. http://www.peopledaily.com.cn

2. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn

3. http://www.cnn.com

4. http://www.abcnews.go.com

The former two, hosted by People’s Daily and China Daily respectively, offer the best 

English news service in China; the latter two, hosted by the Cable News Network and 

GO.com respectively, are two of the most visited news websites in the United States. 

To achieve maximum representativeness of the data, I included in the corpora all the 

newstexts related to the Taiwan issue in the four websites within a reasonably long 
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time span. Actual data collection started from 10 July 1999 and ended on 20 

September 1999, with the tuning down of the news reports following the Taiwan 

earthquake on 21 September 1999. In the 73-day period, all relevant newstexts 

available in the four websites were copied and pasted to two separate text files daily. 

One consisted of those from the two Chinese websites, and the other those from the 

two American ones. To ensure exhaustive inclusion of pertinent data, I have carefully 

gone through pages of the websites daily, using the provided search engines for a 

second check. All newstexts on the Taiwan issue were selected regardless of their 

length. 

The texts were immediately edited with great care. The original HTML files were

converted into text files aligned to the left for further processing on computer. The 

texts were read through to eliminate spelling errors. All texts were numbered for future 

retrieval, with their sources marked after the numbers in the form of appropriate 

Uniform Resource Locators (URLs). News headlines were given in separate lines 

preceding the text bodies. The two files were named Corpus of Chinese Media 

Discourse on the Taiwan Issue (CMD) and Corpus of American Media Discourse on 

the Taiwan Issue (AMD) respectively. 

Upon completion of data collection, the computerized CMD had 293 newstexts, with a 

total size of 117,264 words (excluding the text numbers and the URLs). AMD had 239 

newstexts, with a total size of 114,292 words. No attempt was made to maintain an 

equitable size of the two corpora, as my chief concern was to maximize 

representativeness of the corpora by including all the pertinent data from the sources. 
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2.6.2 Corpus processing and analysis

As the information extractable from the raw corpora alone would not suffice to meet 

the requirements of the analysis, the corpora were processed, or tagged using the 

Constituent-likelihood Automatic Word-tagging System (CLAWS4). In the tagged 

corpora, each word was labelled with a ‘tag’ specifying its word-class based on surface 

syntactic functions. The horizontal format of the tagging was adopted to facilitate 

extraction of information by WordSmith Tools, a program developed by Mike Scott 

(http://www.liv.ac.uk/~ms2928/wordsmit.html). The raw and tagged corpora were kept 

separately for different analytical purposes. 

A hybrid tagger involving both probabilistic and rule-based elements, CLAWS4 has a 

success rate of 96-97% (Garside et al., 1997: 119). It uses a tagset that delicately 

differentiates the surface syntactic functions of the words. This enables us not only to 

group the different word forms of the same grammatical function, but also to 

distinguish between the different grammatical functions of the same word form. Thus, 

the tagged corpora will provide us with information unavailable in the raw corpora.  

The raw and tagged corpora are now ready for analysis. Specific levels of linguistic 

analysis were described in the analytical framework above. The actual analysis will be 

a combination of computer-aided and interactive work and of quantitative and 

qualitative approaches. The program, WordSmith Tools 98, will be used to extract 

relevant word frequency lists and concordances in a Keyword-in-Context format 

wherever appropriate. In many cases the qualitative analysis of the meanings and 

functions of the linguistic patterns will involve careful examination of the quantitative 
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information extracted. Some levels of analysis require both a thorough investigation of 

the linguistic pattern under scrutiny across the whole corpora and a more intensive 

study of it in selected samples from the corpora. 
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CHAPTER THREE

DISCOURSE AS TEXT AND DISCURSIVE PRACTICE

As the main body of the thesis, this chapter reports the results of data analysis. It starts 

with a general comparison of the two corpora and proceeds to describe the different 

discursive strategies employed in them. Emphasis is placed on the interpretation of the 

socio-ideological implications of such systematic textual differences. Linguistic 

devices realizing the three meta-functions: ideational, interpersonal, and textual, are 

described and interpreted under separate headings. 

3.1 A general comparison of the corpora

Let us first take a brief look at some basic statistical facts concerning what I have 

termed the Chinese Media Discourse (CMD) and the American Media Discourse 

(AMD) corpora. 

Table 3.1 Basic statistical facts about CMD and AMD

Item CMD AMD
Number of newstexts 293 239
Number of tokens 117,264 114,292
Number of types 6,063 7,095
Type/Token ratio 5.17 6.21
Average word length 5.05 characters 5.02 characters
Number of sentences 3,264 4,503 
Average sentence length 34.10 tokens 25.25 tokens
Average text length 400.22 tokens 478.21 tokens

As Table 3.1 shows, CMD consists of 293 newstexts which comprise 117,264 tokens 

distributed across 6063 different types. AMD is made up of 239 newstexts with up to 

114,292 tokens distributed across 7,095 different types. It is important to note that the 
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overall size of CMD in token is 1.026 times that of AMD. The type/token ratio 

indicates the degree of variety in the types of tokens involved in the texts. Apparently, 

the ratio of AMD is 20% higher than that of CMD. At the sentential and discoursal 

levels, while sentences in CMD tend to be longer than those in AMD, newstexts in 

CMD are much shorter than those in AMD. These lexical, sentential, and discoursal 

differences between CMD and AMD may imply that newstexts in the former are more 

homogeneous in terms of the subject matter covered and the ideologies encoded, 

whereas those in the latter are more heterogeneous in such respects. This potential

implication accords well with my earlier hypothesis (see Section 1.2). 

3.2 Ideational meaning

This part of the thesis examines how ideational meaning is found in the language of 

both the CMD and AMD corpora. Ideational meaning is concerned with how social 

experiences in the real world are constructed through language. Different choices in 

ways of conceptualizing social realities linguistically give away different ideologies 

underlying the societies using the language. The actual analysis will focus on two 

particular aspects of language use, i.e. process types within the transitivity structure, 

and lexicalisation and collocation patterns. 
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3.2.1 Transitivity

This section compares the transitivity structures in general, and process types in 

particular, of the clauses in the newstexts of the two corpora. A two-dimensional 

investigation will be carried out to ensure comprehensiveness of the analysis. At the 

macro-level, I will compare the top twenty processes in both corpora by looking at the 

top twenty non-modal verb forms in them. Due to the practical difficulty in 

differentiating the multifarious functions of the various forms of be, have, and do, they 

are excluded from this dimension of analysis. At the micro-level, I will study the 

proportional distribution and actual functions of process types across the two corpora. 

However, since it entails careful contextual examination of the verbs to attach specific 

labels to them, it is more feasible to focus the analysis on a representative sample 

instead of attempting an exhaustive study. The sample selected consists of all the 

processes in the first clauses of all the news leads in the corpora. It should be pointed 

out here that the transitivity analysis is carried out at the metaphorical, rather than 

congruent level (Halliday 1994). I will start with the macro-level analysis. Table 3.2 

lists the top twenty non-modal verb forms with their tags (see Appendix A) in CMD 

and AMD. 

The top processes found in the two corpora are demonstrably different. Most 

noteworthy of all the processes listed are the verbal and material ones. Verb forms 

realizing verbal processes rank fairly high in both corpora, including said, says,

stressed, saying, pointed (out), reiterated, added, told, and expressed in CMD; and 

said, told, saying, says, quoted, warned, reported, and threatened in AMD. However, 

among such typical neutral verbs as say and tell, we see a high density of verbs 
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delivering a strong sense of verbal emphasis in CMD on the one hand, such as stress,

point (out), and reiterate, and that of verbs creating a sense of verbal opposition in 

AMD on the other, such as warn and threaten. This difference implies that CMD tends 

to foreground voices stressing mainland China’s policies, reiterating supports on them, 

or pointing out certain facts in the situation through verbal processes, while AMD 

tends to emphasize the oppositional verbal exchanges between the parties concerned. 

Table 3.2 Top twenty non-modal verb forms in CMD and AMD

Rank Verb form in CMD No. Verb form in AMD No.
1 said_VVD 1043 said_VVD 1355
2 says_VVZ 291 told_VVD 171
3 split_VVI 111 saying_VVG 169
4 made_VVN 110 says_VVZ 118
5 made_VVD 90 use_VVI 85
6 separate_VVI 76 take_VVI 83
7 doomed_VVN 73 said_VVN 70
8 stressed_VVD 61 regards_VVZ 60
9 changed_VVN 60 quoted_VDD 58

10 saying_VVG 59 warned_VVD 58
11 splitting_VVG 58 conducted_VVN 58
12 pointed_VVD 57 invade_VVI 55
13 reiterated_VVD 57 make_VVI 50
14 added_VVD 55 reported_VVD 50
15 safeguard_VVI 55 sent_VVD 50
16 told_VVD 53 threatened_VVN 48
17 expressed_VVD 50 seen_VVN 47
18 stop_VVI 50 saw_VVD 46
19 make_VVI 49 made_VVD 44
20 adding_VVG 43 considers_VVZ 42

Next to verbs realizing verbal processes are those realizing material processes, such as 

split, separate, changed, splitting, and safeguard in CMD, and use, conducted, invade, 

and sent in AMD. It is interesting that many of these material process verbs are 

associated with particular actors. CMD contains a cluster of verbs pinpointing Lee 

Teng-hui’s splitting and separating the motherland. The material process pertaining to 

the Chinese government and people, safeguard, however, bears a strong sense of 

dignified determination in contrast to the dire sense of conspiracy of Lee’s splitting
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and separating activities. Unlike CMD, AMD prominently characterizes the same 

active material process of safeguard as invade, projecting a drastically different 

motivation behind the action. Material processes like split and separate are not 

highlighted in AMD. 

An examination of the top twenty processes in the two corpora shows that they 

reproduce social realities rather differently. This observation is reinforced by the 

micro-level analysis of the proportional distribution and actual functions of the process 

types in the above-mentioned sample collected from the corpora. The distribution of 

these process types in the two corpora is shown in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3 Distribution of process types in CMD and AMD

Process type No. in CMD Percentage No. in AMD Percentage
Verbal 133 45.4% 108 45.2%
Material 98 33.5% 98 41.0%
Relational 48 16.4% 20 8.4%
Mental 12 4.1% 11 4.6%
Existential 1 0.3% 1 0.4%
Behavioural 1 0.3% 1 0.4%
Total 293 100% 239 100%

Table 3.3 shows a rather similar hierarchy in the proportions of the six process types 

between the two corpora. In both of them, verbal, material, and relational are the three 

most important processes. However, there does exist a difference between the 

proportions of material and relational processes in the two corpora. Compared with 

AMD, CMD exhibits a lower tendency towards using active material processes to 

reproduce realities as actions, but a higher one towards employing relational processes 

to define the nature and characteristics of certain subjects or subject matters. I shall 

account for this difference in conjunction with the interpretation of the actual functions 

of the specific processes in context in the two corpora. Due to constraints of space, I 
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will only discuss the three most important processes. Table 3.4 summarizes the verbal 

processes in the sample from the perspective of the ‘sayers’ (Halliday, 1994: 140). 

Table 3.4 Sayers of the verbal processes in CMD and AMD

Sayers No. in CMD Percentage No. in AMD Percentage
Mainland Chinese speakers 59 44.3% 43 39.8%
Pro-China foreign speakers 40 30.1% 11 10.2%
Pro-China Taiwan speakers 4 3% 0 0%
Mainland Chinese media 19 14.3% 0 0%
Passivized Verbal Process 4 3% 0 0%
A Chinese opposition party 0 0% 1 0.9%
Pro-Taiwan foreign speakers 0 0% 16 14.8%
Lee & the Taiwan authorities 7 5.3% 37 34.3%
Total 133 100% 108 100%

Verbal processes make up the largest type of processes in both corpora. However, they 

are arrayed rather differently, representing different voices from selected groups of 

sayers. In CMD, the overwhelming majority of the sayers consist of speakers and 

media of mainland China, and their supporters from Taiwan and abroad. The 

dominating majority of the specific verbs realizing verbal processes, other than say and 

tell, fall into two categories. The first category comprises such verbs as reiterate, stress, 

and reaffirm, with which various polices of mainland China towards the Taiwan issue 

are stressed and the support for them reiterated and reaffirmed. The second category 

includes such verbs as criticize, condemn, denounce, refute, and slam, with which 

various parties verbally attack Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities. Some 

examples of these are:

(1) The United States reiterated on Tuesday its “three-no” policy and the “one China” 

position … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)
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(2) Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan has reaffirmed Beijing’s stand that it will 

use force on Taiwan if the island declares independence … 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 28 July 1999)

(3) The People’s Daily, in an article on August 27 criticizes Lee Teng-hui for 

betraying the interests of the Chinese. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 28 August 

1999) 

(4) National People’s Congress (NPC) deputies from Hong Kong yesterday 

unanimously condemned Taiwan leader Lee Teng-hui’s brazen splittist stand. 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 10 August 1999)

In AMD, however, the ‘sayers’ represented divide almost evenly between mainland 

Chinese and pro-China speakers on the one hand, and Taiwan and pro-Taiwan 

speakers on the other. The types of verbs involved here are more diversified than those 

in CMD, though say and tell are still used most frequently. On the one hand, with such 

verbs as accuse, criticize, blame, blast, denounce, and slam, mainland China and 

Taiwan are verbally attacking each other. On the other hand, mainland China is 

warning the U.S. to be aware of its reserved military option and not to interfere in 

China’s ‘internal affair’, whereas the U.S. is warning mainland China not to consider 

force in the issue. At the same time, Taiwan is also heard assuring and reassuring the 

U.S. of its ‘unchanged’ mainland policy, while the U.S. is in turn assuring mainland 

China of its commitment to the ‘one China’ policy. Examples of these include:

(5) Taiwan on Saturday accused China of spreading rumors of military confrontation 

on the Internet … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 7 August 1999)

(6) China slammed Taiwan’s ruling Nationalist Party on Tuesday for its decision to 

put President Lee Teng-hui’s statehood call in a party document … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 31 August 1999)
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(7) China warned the United States on Sunday that involving itself with Taiwan’s  

“troublemaker” president would risk further damaging already strained Sino-U.S. 

relations. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 25 July 1999)

(8) U.S. President Bill Clinton warned Chinese President Jiang Zemin on Saturday of 

grave consequences if it used force against Taiwan …

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 11 September 1999)

Apparently, through verbal processes realized by different groups of verbs, the two 

corpora have represented the issue in different ways. CMD positions Lee and the 

Taiwan authorities as targets of voiced attacks from a variety of parities, with the 

policies of mainland China receiving expressed emphasis and support. AMD projects a 

multitude of different voices simultaneously. Mainland China and Taiwan are allowed 

to air their respective stances while attacking each other on an equal footing, with the 

voice of the U.S. further complicating the issue. 

Table 3.5 Actors of the material processes in CMD and AMD

Actors No. in CMD Percentage No. in AMD Percentage
Mainland Chinese subjects 51 52.0% 42 42.8%
Foreign subjects 14 14.3% 13 13.3%
Pro-China Taiwan subjects 8 8.2% 1 1%
Lee & the Taiwan authorities 21 21.4% 29 29.6%
Issues 4 4.1% 13 13.3%
Total 98 100% 98 100%

Table 3.5 summarizes the material processes in the sample from the actors’ perspective. 

In terms of the functions of the material processes, the two corpora present two 

dramatically different pictures, too. This can be shown by the analysis of those 

pertaining to the two major groups of actors, that is, the mainland Chinese subjects, 

and Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities. Although mainland Chinese subjects 

take up a large percentage among all the actors in both corpora, they act in rather 
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different ways. In CMD, they are mostly holding meetings and gathering forums to 

criticize Lee and the Taiwan authorities, with the Chinese media releasing and 

publishing editorials and commentaries along the same lines. The picture is rather 

homogeneous, with very limited other actions involved. See the following examples:

(9) The Chinese Embassy in the United States on July 21 held a news conference in 

Washington to refute Lee Teng-hui’s splittist remarks. 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 23 July 1999)

(10) People connected with the tourist industry gathered here today to refute Lee Teng-

hui’s splittist statements. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 10 August 1999)

(11) The Xinhua News Agency Friday released a commentator’s article entitled “Fight 

Lee Teng-hui’s Separatist Attempt to the End.” (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 20 

September 1999)

In AMD, however, the mainland Chinese subjects are actively performing a number of 

tasks. Military actions account for a large portion, such as test-firing a missile, 

planning large-scale exercises, conducting a training drill, seizing a Taiwan freighter, 

court-martialling and executing a general and a colonel, and forming a special high-

level military control unit, etc. See the following examples:

(12) China has successfully test-fired a ground-to-air anti-aircraft missile on a high 

plateau … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 31 August 1999)

(13) A Chinese coast guard vessel seized a Taiwan freighter carrying supplies to the 

front-line island defense outpost of Matsu … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 31 

July 1999)

(14) Troops based in South China’s Guangzhou military district conducted a live-fire 

exercise recently … (http://www.cnn.com, 22 July 1999)
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The contrast between the types of material processes pertaining to the mainland 

Chinese subjects in CMD and AMD corresponds to the different preferences of the two 

groups of discourse producers in selecting the range of social actions to represent. 

With regard to the group of Lee and the Taiwan authorities, the scenes are no less 

divergent. In CMD, representations of most of their actions are vested with a strong 

sense of negativity. Specific verbs used include undermine, damage, arouse 

(indignation), cause (a din), cover up (splittism), and take (a dangerous step), etc. In 

AMD, material processes pertaining to the actions of Lee and the Taiwan authorities 

are constructed with considerably more verbs of a positive sense than those of a 

negative sense. Some examples are marshal (funds), invite (China to talks), play (golf),

place (a multi-million-dollar passenger jet order), roll out (tanks), build (an industrial 

zone), launch (a renewed attempt to enter the UN), push (for an island-wide defense 

network), stage (an air show), post (growth), and spice up (electoral politics), etc. 

Through such material processes, Lee and the Taiwan authorities are represented as 

being positively engaged in a diversity of activities, contrasting their limited scope of 

negative activities represented in CMD. The heterogeneity of activities involving both 

mainland Chinese and Taiwan actors in AMD may partially account for its higher 

percentage of material processes.  

Table 3.6 Types of relational processes in CMD and AMD

Type of relational process No. in CMD Percentage No. in AMD Percentage
Attributive 19 39.6% 15 75%
Identifying 29 60.4% 5 25%
Total 48 100% 20 100%

The situation with relational processes in the two corpora is even more interesting. The 

discrepancy between the distributions of the two subtypes is quite obvious. Whereas 

identifying relational processes dominate the scene in CMD, attributive ones take up 
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the major portion in AMD. Of the nineteen attributive relational processes in CMD, 

twelve discredit Lee and the Taiwan authorities along with their activities by assigning 

them negative attributes, and one the remarks of a pro-Taiwan U.S. official. Examples 

of these include:

(15) Lee Teng-hui has made himself a sinner… (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 17 

July 1999)

(16) The “two states” theory invented by Taiwan “president” Lee Teng-hui is just a 

political illusion… (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 10 August 1999)

(17) The real nature of Lee Teng-hui’s “special state-to-state relations” statement is

splittism… (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 10 August 1999)

(18) Recent remarks by Jesse Helms…about the political status of Taiwan are both 

absurdly groundless and irresponsible. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 21 July 

1999)

The remaining examples characterize the Chinese government and people, pro-China 

foreign subjects, and the Taiwan issue at large in ways apparently favourable to the 

stance of mainland China. These include: 

(19) The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is ready to use force to stop any activities 

conducted for Taiwan independence… (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 2 August 

1999)

(20) The Chinese government and people are strongly indignant at and firmly opposed 

to the support of some U.S. congressmen for Lee Teng-hui’s “two states” 

statement. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 14 August 1999)

(21) The German government’s adherence to the one-China policy is appreciable… 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 18 July 1999)
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(22) The issue of Taiwan is purely an internal matter of China… 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 17 September 1999)

Attributive relational processes in AMD, however, frequently attach rather 

oppositional attributes to the subjects of and issues related to the two sides, such as: 

(23) President Lee Teng-hui’s bold new declaration on Taiwan’s statehood may have 

been a well-calculated move… (http://www.cnn.com, 17 July 1999)

(24) Taiwan has been alert to a possible invasion by China … (http://www.cnn.com, 29 

July 1999)

(25) Taiwan’s armed forces will be tough but restrained … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 3 August 1999)

(26) China is prepared to use force to counter any Taiwanese declaration of 

independence … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

Others label the Taiwan issue with ‘international’ or ‘sophisticated’ attributes. 

Examples include:

(27) The drama being played out over the Taiwan Strait isn’t just about Taiwan and 

China. (http://www.cnn.com, 13 August 1999)

(28) Americans divide evenly on whether the United States should help defend 

Taiwan … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 1 September 1999)

(29) Relations have been tense since Taiwan proposed state-to-state relations last 

month … (http://www.cnn.com, 13 August 1999)

(30) The outcome of the China-Taiwan standoff is far from certain … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)
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The identifying relational processes function differently in the two corpora, too. In 

CMD, they are typically used to identify the aim of Lee’s activities and the nature of 

mainland China’s policies towards the Taiwan issue, as shown in the following 

examples:

(31) One of Lee Teng-hui’s aims is to bank on the conservative force in the world 

arena … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 24 July 1999)

(32) The crucial point of Lee Teng-hui’s “two nations” theory is to negate the one-

China principle … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 25 July 1999)

(33) The “one China” principle forms the core and basis of the policy towards 

Taiwan …(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 23 July 1999)

There are also thirteen possessive identifying clauses that pinpoint the media’s 

possession of articles criticizing Lee, all similar to the following example:

(34) People’s Daily, China’s leading newspaper, carries an article on September 14 

condemning Lee. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 14 September 1999)

The five identifying relational processes in AMD, again, work along the same lines as 

the attributive ones, i.e. identifying mainland China and Taiwan with oppositional 

values, and the Taiwan issue as something of great concern to the United States. Two 

of the instances are:

(35) Lee’s statement gave no indication of a climbdown from his controversial policy 

shift … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)
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(36) One of the reasons the China-Taiwan conflict is so important to the United States 

is that under the Taiwan Relations Act, the U.S. is obligated to protect Taiwan … 

(http://www.cnn.com, 15 August 1999)

The afore-mentioned higher percentage of relational processes in CMD is mainly 

brought about by its higher tendency to use identifying relational processes to define 

the aim of Lee’s activities and emphasize various newspapers’ carriage of articles 

criticizing Lee. 

To summarize, the analysis of the process types in the two corpora reveals 

significantly different ways to reproduce the social realities in relation to the Taiwan 

issue between them. CMD has been fairly consistent in presenting such aspects of the 

realities that are in favour of the policies and stances of mainland China and to the 

disadvantage of Lee and the Taiwan authorities. AMD, on the contrary, represents 

mainland China and Taiwan as two oppositional sides that are on an equal footing, 

airing their own views, attacking and acting against each other. It also complicates the 

issue by bringing in international parties, especially the United States. In terms of the 

range of realities represented, CMD is more homogeneous, whereas AMD is more 

heterogeneous.  

3.2.2 Lexicalisation and collocation 

Lexicalisation is the most obvious way in which the particular field, or ideational 

meanings, of a discourse are signalled (Halliday, 1994; Halliday and Hasan, 1976). 

This may function in four ways: lexical reiteration, relexicalisation, overlexicalisation, 

and lexical metaphor. The comparative study of how they are employed respectively in 
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the two corpora will give us insights into the different preoccupations of the respective 

groups of discourse producers, and the different ideologies encoded in the two corpora. 

Meanwhile, by studying the collocation patterns of certain lexical items, or the co-texts 

in which such items occur in the given corpora, we can also detect how certain subject 

matters and concepts interact with others and what ‘semantic prosody’ (Sinclair, 1996) 

they obtain from the interaction. This will reveal the ideologies underlying the 

discourse, too. 

3.2.2.1 Top ten nouns and adjectives in CMD and AMD

This section compares the top ten nouns and adjectives in the two corpora listed in 

Tables 3.7 and 3.8. The comparison will hint at the predominant concerns of the two 

corpora. 

Table 3.7 Top ten nouns in CMD and AMD

Rank Noun in CMD No. Noun in AMD No.
1 Taiwan 2361 Taiwan 2608
2 China 1963 China 1943
3 Lee 1699 Beijing 845
4 people 879 Lee 841
5 relations 836 island 404
6 Teng-hui 709 Taipei 398
7 cross-Straits 502 U.S. 378
8 reunification 453 President 325
9 policy 410 independence 316
10 remarks 404 relations 316

A close look at Table 3.7 brings forth a handful of meaningful information. The 

presence of Taiwan, China, Lee, and relations in both corpora indicates the shared 

central theme between them, i.e. Lee Teng-hui and the relations between mainland 

China and Taiwan. In CMD, the high density of such words as people, reunification, 
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policy, and remarks indicates a strong concern of CMD over such concepts or matters 

as the interests of the Chinese people, peaceful reunification of mainland China and 

Taiwan, China’s policy, and Lee’s remarks. The high frequency of cross-Straits also 

implies a high tendency of CMD to define relations between mainland China and 

Taiwan as between two sides geographically separated by the Taiwan Straits. In AMD, 

the high density of Beijing and Taipei shows that the governments of mainland China 

and Taiwan have been frequently referred to as such. This creates a strong sense of 

equality between them. The presence of U.S. in the list undoubtedly suggests a more 

important role attached to the U.S. itself. The high frequency of President in AMD 

accompanies that of Lee, since Lee is consistently referred to as President Lee. This 

tends to endorse the title unacknowledged by mainland China, portraying him as a 

dignified political leader of utmost importance to an area. Finally, versus that of 

reunification in the list of CMD, we find in the list of AMD the presence of 

independence. Such a divergence should correspond to the different aspects of the 

central theme on which the two corpora slant their emphasis.   

Table 3.8 Top ten adjectives in CMD and AMD

Rank Adjective in CMD No. Adjective in AMD No.
1 Chinese 830 Chinese 511
2 international 255 military 453
3 state-to-state 253 foreign 335
4 peaceful 240 political 178
5 political 194 state-to-state 167
6 foreign 192 Taiwanese 139
7 special 164 special 134
8 national 144 new 122
9 territorial 143 other 112

10 recent 111 civil 104

In Table 3.8, Chinese, foreign, political, state-to-state, and special are among the top 

ten adjectives in both corpora, concurring with their mutual concern over Lee’s 
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redefinition of cross-Straits relations as ‘state-to-state’ or ‘special state-to-state’ 

relations. However, in CMD, the high frequency of peaceful, national, and territorial, 

which collocate mostly with reunification, sovereignty, and integrity respectively, 

indicates the preoccupation of it over these aspects of the issue. Contrastively, the 

presence of military, Taiwanese, and civil in the list of AMD indicates its strong 

concern over the military aspects of the Taiwan issue, the identity of Taiwan, and the 

civil war as the cause of the Taiwan issue.  

3.2.2.2 Defining cross-Straits relations   

The key issue throughout the newstexts in both corpora is undoubtedly the relations 

between mainland China and Taiwan. However, the subject matter per se has been 

lexicalized rather differently in CMD and AMD. Table 3.9 summarizes the variety of 

lexical items used in the two corpora to denote the ‘relations’. 

Table 3.9 Lexical items defining cross-Straits relations in CMD and AMD

Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD 
cross-Straits relations, cross-Strait relations 376 16
relations across the (Taiwan) Straits 94 28
relations between the two sides of/across the Taiwan 
Straits; relations between both sides of the Taiwan Straits 26 9
relations between the Chinese/China’s mainland and Taiwan 7 0
relations between Taiwan and the mainland/the mainland and 
Taiwan

5 2

relations between China and its Taiwan province 1 0
Subtotal 1 509 55
relations between China and Taiwan/Taiwan and China 6 11
Taiwan-China relations, China-Taiwan relations 0 19
Taipei-Beijing relations, relations between Beijing and Taipei 0 7
relations between the two arch-rivals/rivals 0 6
relations between Taiwan and communist China 0 2
Subtotal 2 6 45
Total 515 100
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Table 3.9 differentiates two groups of lexical items used to conceptualize the 

‘relations’. Group 1 consists of wordings that avoid creating any sense of political or 

ideological opposition between the two sides. Rather, the idea conveyed is that the two 

sides are only geographically separated by the Taiwan Straits and are both parts of the 

united one. This idea is made more explicit where the modifier mainland enters the 

map. The extreme case in the group is certainly relations between China and its 

Taiwan province, in which the sense of inclusion of Taiwan as a part of China (in this 

context, the People’s Republic of China) is explicitly manifested. Group 2 includes 

those lexical items that tend to give the reader a sense of either political equality or 

ideological opposition between the two parties. The parallel position assigned to China 

and Taiwan, or Beijing and Taipei, tends to make one feel that they are two states or 

governments of an equal status, since such a parallelism is usually found in 

circumstances where political equals are referred to, such as ‘Beijing and Washington’. 

Relations between the two arch-rivals/rivals explicitly expresses the view that the 

relations are between two enemies, either political or military, or both. Relations 

between Taiwan and communist China, on the other hand, pinpoints the ideological 

divergence between the two. 

In CMD, lexical items from Group 1 dominate, with 509 out of the 515 instances, or 

98.8% of the overall occurrences, falling under this category. This preponderance 

concurs with the prevalent ideology underlying the Chinese society. Therefore, the 

way the ‘relations’ are lexicalized in CMD serves to reproduce and legitimize the 

ideology. In AMD, the picture is more complicated and diversified. Although Group 1 

still accounts for the majority (55%) of the total lexical items selected, the 10% 

proportion gap between Group 1 and Group 2 is far less notable than that in CMD. 
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Moreover, in Group 1, the explicit expression mainland indicating the political unity of 

the geographically divided two does not occur often. A larger variety in the wordings 

is also found in AMD, which works to confuse the reader instead of clarifying the 

issue with a consistent definition. This lexical variety brought about through 

relexicalisation, along with the highlighted sense of political equality and ideological 

opposition between mainland China and Taiwan, problematizes the nature of the 

‘relations’ between them. 

3.2.2.3 One China policy

In dealing with cross-Straits relations, the ‘one China’ policy is admittedly the bottom 

line of mainland China. This policy is not only promoted by mainland China, but also 

accepted by most countries in the world, including the United States. However, does 

that superficial agreement necessarily lead to convergence in treating the concept in 

the media? Table 3.10 and the analysis following it will unfold the mystery. 

Table 3.10 Lexical items related to the ‘one China’ policy in CMD and AMD

Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD
One China 660 183
One China policy 178 112
One country, two systems 78 10

As Table 3.10 shows, the concept of ‘one China’ is reinforced time and again through 

lexical reiteration in CMD. Frequency of the phrase in CMD is visibly higher than that 

in AMD. The same difference in density also applies to one country, two systems, the 

framework mainland China has proposed as the solution to the Taiwan question. Even 

at first glance, we should be able to conclude that the preoccupation over the idea of 
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‘one China’ is considerably more intensified among the discourse producers of CMD 

than among those of AMD. 

If we take a closer look at the co-texts in which one China policy occurs (see Appendix 

B), two significant differences emerge, bearing with them significant implications 

about the attitudes adopted towards the principle. First, scanning through the 

concordance of the lexical string in CMD, we will easily notice a preponderance of 

collocations of the lexical string with a variety of verbs, verbal groups, and nominal 

groups of a very affirmative nature. Typical verbs and verbal groups preceding one 

China policy include uphold, pursue, follow, support, advocate, affirm, reaffirm, 

reiterate, stress, favour, abide by, insist on, adhere to, stick to, and agree with. 

Examples of these include:

(37) Over 100 countries reiterated their “one China” policy after Lee made his remarks. 

(http://www.peoplesdaily.com.cn, 16 September 1999)

(38) Thailand’s Deputy Foreign Minister Sukhumbhand Paribatra reiterated here 

Thursday that Thailand has always pursued “one China” policy. 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 16 July 1999)

(39) Clinton, who had requested the call, reaffirmed the U.S. Government’s 

commitment to stick to its “one China” policy. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 19 

July 1999) 

(40) France reaffirmed on Wednesday the “one China” policy it has maintained since 

1964. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 23 July 1999)

Noticeably, most of them are either material or verbal processes. Dominance of such 

collocations creates the sense that the ‘one China’ policy is extensively ‘affirmed’ in 
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words and ‘abided by’ in action. Typical nominal groups preceding one China policy

include adherence to, commitment to, support for, acceptance of, and promise on. All 

in all, 167 out of the 178 occurrences of one China policy are found in highly positive 

co-texts, constituting 94% of the overall occurrences. At the same time, supporters of 

the policy are diversified. They include, apart from the Chinese Government and 

people, a large number of different countries and international organizations. 

Contrastively, in AMD, only 31 out of the 112 occurrences of the lexical string are 

found in positive environments. These make up only 28% of the total occurrences. 

Moreover, the supporters of the ‘one China policy’ here are rather limited, with the 

U.S. government, President Clinton, or Washington taking up twenty of the thirty-one 

positions. 

Second, the wordings selected in the two corpora to lexicalize Lee’s, the Taiwan 

authorities’ and other parties’ negation of the ‘one China’ policy differ significantly. In 

CMD, the eleven instances are realized by the following verbs or verbal groups: 

change, abandon, attack, negate, go against, and run counter, and the following 

nominal groups: overt infringement of, severe challenge to, and open provocation to. 

Whereas such words carry with them a negative connotation, go against and run 

counter create a sense of someone taking the wrong track, and the three nominal 

groups, along with their pre-modifiers, convey the meaning of unjustified violation of 

an established and recognized policy. In general, though one China policy appears in a 

negative environment in these instances, no pejorative connotation is attached to it. 

Rather, the negative environments help construct the positive nature of it from the 

opposite side. However, the case in AMD is utterly different. In the eighty-one 

negative instances, typical negative verbs collocating with one China policy include 
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abandon, scrap, junk, drop, dump, repudiate, and overturn, and typical nominal groups 

include abandonment of, rejection of, repudiation of, and departure from. See the 

following examples:

(41) Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui touched off the new spat last week by scrapping

Taipei’s longstanding “one China” policy that has kept the peace for decades. 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 17 July 1999)

(42) Rich and democratic Taiwan touched off the spat last week by junking the “One 

China” policy in a bid to break out of diplomatic isolation imposed by Beijing … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(43) Tensions are running high between communist China and Nationalist-ruled 

Taiwan over Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui’s repudiation of the “one China” 

policy… (http://www.cnn.com, 1 August 1999)

(44) Taiwan’s rejection of the “one China” policy last week generated a new crisis in 

the Taiwan Strait. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

It is also pushed by China and used by China to marginalize Taiwan. Scrap, junk, and

dump are normally associated with objects that are no longer of any value, such as 

rubbish; abandon and repudiate tend to be followed by objects that are no longer of 

interest to the actors, as are the nominal phrases abandonment of, rejection of, and 

repudiation of; and overturn implies the victory of the oppressed over the oppressing. 

With such patterns of collocation, the semantic prosodies one China policy obtains in 

the two corpora contrast with each other. In CMD, it is consistently represented as 

something extensively affirmed and abided by, whereas in AMD, the emphasis on the 

constant ‘scrapping’ and ‘repudiation’ of it by the Taiwan authorities gives it a rather 

negative and pejorative nature.   
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3.2.2.4 Reunification, patriotism, and anti-separatism, or ideological divergence? 

With its ‘one China’ principle and the ‘one country, two systems’ policy, the Chinese 

Government has endeavoured to promote peaceful reunification of mainland China and 

Taiwan. In calling for reunification, the government has successfully won the support 

of the majority of the Chinese people through promoting patriotism as well as 

criticizing the separatism of Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities. This part of the 

analysis of lexicalisation and collocation reveals that in CMD, the media discourses 

serve to legitimize such an ideology and downplay the socio-ideological divergences 

between the two sides. Contrastively, in AMD, prominence is given to the ideological 

differences between the two sides along with the idea of democracy and independence. 

Table 3.11 Lexical items related to reunification, patriotism, separatism, and cross-Straits 
ideological divergences in CMD and AMD      

Group Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD 
reunification 453 105
motherland, motherland’s 310 41
sovereignty 244 50
territorial integrity, territory 256 44
unity, dignity 47 8

1

Subtotal 1270 248
split, splits, splitting, separate, separated, separating 325 155
splittist, splittists, splitist, separatist, separatists 440 29
splittism, separatism, separatistic 84 7
separately, separation, separateness 61 23

2

Subtotal 910 204
3 independence, independent, independently 237 384

democracy, democratic 45 120
Communist, Communists, Communist’s, 
Communism

48 224

Nationalist, Nationalists, Nationalist’s, Nationalism 7 172

4

Subtotal 100 516

Table 3.11 differentiates four groups of lexical items. Group 1 includes wordings of 

one semantic field in that they are all directly related to reunification and patriotism. 

Group 2 consists of wordings concerned with separatism. Group 3 comprises wordings 
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addressing independence. Group 4 is made up of wordings related to the social and 

ideological differences between mainland China and Taiwan.

The figures in the table indicate that the overall frequency of the Group 1 items in 

CMD is 4.9 times that in AMD. Moreover, the concordance shows that these items 

tend to co-occur in the same context. For example, 119 out of the 244 occurrences of 

sovereignty are immediately preceded or followed by territorial integrity. 

Overlexicalisation in this case enables the lexical items to reinforce and complement 

each other in meaning and force as they fall within the same semantic field. Besides, 

the two most typical co-texts in which they occur are (the Chinese Government and 

people’s) determination to safeguard (or defend, guard) China’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity, and (Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities’) intention to split 

China’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Examples of these include:

(45) … the exercises displayed the Chinese military’s strong determination to 

safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and its strength to maintain 

national unity. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 11 September 1999)

(46) He said that the determination of the Chinese Government and people to safeguard 

national sovereignty and territorial integrity is unchangeable … 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 3 August 1999)

(47) … People’s Daily published a commentary yesterday to refute Lee Teng-hui’s 

long-standing intention to split China’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

The verbs safeguard, defend, and guard directly contrast split in connotation, arousing 

a sense of decided patriotism against separatism. Such collocation patterns work 
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together with lexical reiteration and overlexicalisation to promote the notion of 

reunification and maintain the spirits of patriotism and anti-separatism. 

Meanwhile, the 4.5 ratio of the number of Group 2 items in CMD to that of those in 

AMD is no less striking. Lexical items in Group 2 explicitly categorize Lee Teng-hui 

and the Taiwan authorities as splittists or separatists, their behaviour as splitting or 

separating the country, and their motive as splittism or separatism. The verbs split and 

separate naturally presuppose that the object being split or separated is an integrated 

whole. Therefore, apart from allowing the condemnation of Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities, this cluster of words also function to naturalize the concept of ‘one China’ 

from the opposite side. In fact, splittism is labeled as ‘Communist use’ and defined as 

‘the pursuance of factional interests in opposition to official party policy’ in the Oxford 

English Dictionary. That said, it is not surprising that in CMD (see Appendix D), 

splittism typically occurs in such co-texts as Lee-Teng’s (or 

Lee’s/his/their/Taiwan/Taiwan’s) splittism, and fight(ing) against (or oppose) splittism. 

There only two occurrences of splittism in AMD are no exception to its ‘Communist 

use’. 

(48) “We have warned the Taiwan authorities to rein in at the edge of a precipice and 

stop various actions of splittism to avoid serious consequences to the relations and 

situations across the Taiwan Straits,” Jiang said. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 

July 1999)    

(49) “One China” was a pillar of Asian stability for decades as it implied a vow by 

Taiwan not to seek formal independence from the mainland - an intolerable act of 

“splittism” in Communist eyes.  (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 15 July 1999)
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While AMD has a much lower frequency of lexical items in Groups 1 and 2 than CMD, 

it does have a significantly higher frequency of items in Groups 3 and 4. Items in 

Group 3 explicitly express the idea of Taiwan independence, and the notion that affairs 

related to Taiwan should be dealt with independently of those related to mainland 

China. Items in Group 4 highlight the ideological differences between the two societies 

practicing Communism and Western democracy respectively, as well as between the 

respective political parties in mainland China and Taiwan, namely, the Chinese 

Communist Party and the Nationalist Party (or the KMT). Propagating the 

independence drive of Taiwan and the ideological differences between the two sides 

may work to refresh people’s awareness of the obstacles hindering the process of 

reunification. Moreover, in Western societies where democracy is favoured over 

Communism, emphasis of such ideological differences serves to arouse compassion 

and support for the ‘democratic’ and ‘Nationalist’ Taiwan in the tension, instead of the 

‘Communist’ mainland.  

The above analysis leads to the conclusion that CMD tends to promote reunification, 

patriotism, and anti-separatism through lexical reiteration, overlexicalisation, and 

collocation patterns; on the contrary, AMD tends to highlight Taiwan’s move towards 

independence and the differences between the two sides, and downplay such concepts 

as sovereignty, territorial integrity, and separatism. Such patterns concur with the 

ideologies underlying their respective societies. 
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3.2.2.5 Internal affair vs. international concern 

One important element of mainland China’s policy is that the Taiwan issue is China’s 

internal affair and no foreign forces should intervene. In this section, I will examine 

lexicalisation and collocation patterns specifically concerned with this point in the two 

corpora.  

Table 3.12 Lexical items related to the internal nature or the international concern of the 
Taiwan issue in CMD and AMD

Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD
internal affair/affairs/issue/matter 72 8
interfere, interfered, interfering, interferes, interference 62 18
Concern 14 66

As the figures in Table 3.12 show, the number of places where the Taiwan issue is 

explicitly defined as China’s internal affair (or affairs, issue, matter) in CMD is nine 

times that in AMD. Besides, the number of places where international involvement in 

the Taiwan issue is referred to as interfering or interference in China’s internal affair 

in CMD is also 3.4 times that in AMD. These frequency gaps manifest that CMD has a 

much higher tendency than AMD towards promoting an awareness of the internal 

nature of the Taiwan issue and the interfering nature of foreign involvement in the 

issue as accentuated by the Chinese Government.  

A contrastive examination of the collocation patterns of concern in the two corpora 

yields significant information, too (see Appendix C). In CMD, thirteen of the fourteen 

occurrences of concern relevant to the Taiwan issue are distributed in the following 

three groups of contexts. The first group includes five instances in which peaceful 

reunification concerns the fundamental interests of the Chinese nation, and different 
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groups of people in mainland China and Taiwan alike voice concern over the cause of 

China’s reunification and the tension in cross-Straits relations. Group two includes five 

instances where Morauta expresses concern over its former government’s attempt to 

open formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan, or Lee’s separatist remarks or the tension 

over the Taiwan Straits have evoked great concern of the international community. The 

third group includes three instances: in one of them the U.S. voices its concern over the 

situation arising from Lee’s separatist remarks, and in the other two its concern that the 

resolution of the Taiwan issue be peaceful. What relatively stands out here is the 

concern in mainland China, Taiwan, as well as the international community expressed 

over Lee’s move and the cause of reunification. 

In AMD, sixty-three of the sixty-six instances of concern relevant to the Taiwan issue 

are also distributed in three groups of contexts. Group one consists of six instances in 

which Taiwan only has concern over its existence, has little concern over mainland 

China’s reaction, welcomes dialogue to discuss issues of mutual concern with 

mainland China, and tries to ease Beijing’s core concern. Group two includes six 

instances: in four of them there is international concern at Beijing’s reiteration of its 

military threats or over the possibility of a confrontation, in another one Taipei’s 

backing away from several new phrases has aroused international concern, and in the 

last one Morauta expressed concern at the former government’s attempt to open formal 

diplomatic ties with Taiwan. The third group consists of fifty-one instances in which 

there is the U.S. concern over a variety of issues: forty-six of them over the peaceful 

resolution of the Taiwan issue, Beijing’s ‘military threats’ to the island, the increased 

cross-Straits military tensions, the peace and security of the Western Pacific area, and 

regional stability; four of them over Lee’s provocative move, and one indicating no 
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concern over China’s missile test. The most prominent context here is apparently 

where the U.S. concern over mainland China’s military option is expressed, as the 

forty-six instances account for 70% of all the occurrences of concern. 

To conclude, CMD helps to promote the awareness of the internal nature of the Taiwan 

issue and domestic and international concern over Lee’s ‘separatist’ remarks, whereas 

AMD tends to propagate the role the U.S. has assumed in maintaining peace and 

stability in the region and legitimize the U.S. opposing attitude towards mainland 

China’s claim of military option. 

3.2.2.6 War or peace?

Another major point in the Taiwan issue that concerns all parties is mainland China’s 

claim of the military option, against which the U.S. Government has expressed strong 

opposition. This section examines the ideologies encoded in the two corpora 

concerning this particular point. 

Table 3.13 Lexical items pertaining to war and peace in CMD and AMD

Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD
Military 106 533
Force 100 280
War 71 323
threat, threats 33 94
invasion, invasions 6 41
Subtotal 316 1271
peace, peaceful, peacefully 371 189

Table 3.13 lists the frequencies of lexical items related to war and peace in CMD and 

AMD. The figures demonstrate that the total number of occurrences of war-related 

items in CMD is less than one fourth that in AMD. However, in the case of peace-
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related items, the overall number of occurrences in CMD almost doubles that in AMD. 

Such a contrast may well indicate the respective preoccupations of the discourse 

producers. Comparatively speaking, CMD tends to downplay the sense of impending 

war and promote the sense of peace, while AMD does exactly the opposite. Moreover, 

the blame for causing the sense of impending war is ascribed to mainland China, as the 

analysis below suggests. 

Table 3.14 Lexical items pertaining to mainland China’s military exercises in CMD and AMD

Lexical items No. in CMD No. in AMD
military exercises/exercise 11 34
war game/games 0 76
mock invasion 0 3

In terms of relexicalisation, in AMD, mainland China’s military exercises are 

frequently referred to as war game/games and mock invasion, as in: 

(50) The latest Chinese reports of war games sounded scary … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 15 September 1999)

(51) China conducted a mock invasion of Taiwan with thousands of troops along its 

southeastern coast this month … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 September 

1999)

In terms of connotation, military exercises/exercise can be regarded as neutral, since 

this is the technical term for the routine training of any armed forces. Contrastively, 

war and game/games in war game/games tend to provoke a sense of impending war 

and downplay the seriousness of the exercises respectively, whereas mock invasion

adds to the exercises an unjustified purpose, that is, a practice for future invasion. 

Moreover, twenty-five, or one third of the instances of war game/games are 
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immediately preceded by such modifiers as menacing, intimidating, threatening, and 

dramatic. In CMD, the sole term used is military exercises/exercise; therefore, the 

sense conveyed is of routine training. In AMD, the terms war game/games and mock 

invasion more than double military exercise/exercises; therefore, a much stronger 

sense of preparation for and provocation of an unjustified war is implied. 

An examination of the collocation patterns of invasion/invasions also renders 

additional information along the same lines. In CMD, the six instances of 

invasion/invasions are found in three types of co-texts: three as ‘we keep that (military) 

option open … to stop foreign invasion or intervention against the island’; two as 

‘Taiwan splittists could vilify the mainland’s reunification efforts as an “outside 

invasion”’; and one as ‘China has never been separated for long, despite foreign

invasions’. In AMD, all the forty-one instances refer to China’s potential ‘invasion’ of 

Taiwan, with China acting as the invader whom Taiwan fights against. The following 

examples illustrate the typical collocation patterns of invasion in AMD: 

(52) Western defense analysts doubt whether the 2.5 million-strong People’s Liberation 

Army … has the capability to mount a successful invasion of Taiwan. 

(http://www.cnn.com, 29 August 1999)

(53) China has repeated its threat of invasion if Taiwan makes moves toward 

independence. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 9 August 1999)

(54) Taiwan has been alert to a possible invasion by China … (http://www.cnn.com, 29 

July 1999)
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Clearly, CMD defines invasion as from outside mainland China and Taiwan, whereas 

in AMD, it is mainland China’s potential use of force on Taiwan that is conceptualized 

as invasion. 

3.2.2.7 Lexical metaphors associated with Lee Teng-hui

As Table 3.7 above shows, since Lee Teng-hui’s ‘two states’ statement was the direct 

trigger of the cross-Straits tension, his name frequently appears in the newstexts in 

both corpora. While examining the concordance listings of Lee Teng-hui in CMD and 

AMD, we notice that the lexical metaphors associated with him differ significantly.  

Figure 3.1 Lexical metaphors associated with Lee Teng-hui in CMD

1     varieties. “Lee Teng-hui concocted the ‘two states’ statement, which

2 not strange that Lee Teng-hui’s recently cooked up “special state-to-stat
3 accepted principle Lee Teng-hui dished out his “two-state theory”, thereby

4 The reason why Lee Teng-hui unleashes the “two states” theory at this
5 saying that it is Lee Teng-hui who has breastfed the “independence for

6 Explaining why Lee Teng-hui has stripped off his mask to preach the 

7 his stance. Lee Teng-hui, Seller of China’s National Interest: 

8 is one step on Lee Teng-hui’s separatist road, and it indicates a
9 Lee Teng-hui. “Lee Teng-hui is playing with fire,” he warned.        

10 UN confirm that Lee Teng-hui’s dream of gaining international sympathy

As Figure 3.1 shows, all the lexical metaphors associated with Lee Teng-hui in CMD 

are pejorative or sarcastic in nature. The metaphorical usages of  concocted, cooked up, 

dished out, and unleashes in instances 1 to 4 lend Lee’s ‘two-state’ theory an 

unrecognized or unjustified character. In instances 5 to 8, the metaphorical usages of 

the noun and verb phrases hint at Lee Teng-hui’s ‘separatist’ nature. Instance 9 serves 

to warn Lee of the danger of his ‘separatist’ acts, and instance 10 suggests the futility 

of his attempt in gaining international sympathy. In all cases, the lexical metaphors 

project a negative picture of Lee Teng-hui more effectively. 
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Figure 3.2 Lexical metaphors associated with Lee Teng-hui in AMD

1 on Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui, architect of the about-face.     

2 supported President Lee Teng-hui's junking of the ambiguous “one China

3 when Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui scrapped the “one China” policy

4 Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui dropped a bombshell when he 

5 Taiwan (AP) _ President Lee Teng-hui fired off new criticism of China

6 Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui sparked a row with China last week 

7 Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui touched off a bitter spat with Beijing

8 week after President Lee Teng-hui reawakened a decades-old row with 

9 Taiwan's President Lee Teng-hui lobbed another stinging verbal volley 

10 President Lee Teng-hui relishes a good spat with China and 

Figure 3.2 reveals that AMD employs the same strategy for a rather different use. 

None of the lexical metaphors associated with Lee Teng-hui attaches any negative 

character to him or his acts. On the contrary, they function mainly to intensify Lee’s 

contempt for the ‘one China’ policy and dramatize the high-decibel cross-Straits 

tension caused by Lee. 

In general, the results of the analysis of the lexicalisation and collocation patterns of 

the two corpora agree with those of the analysis of the process types. Through 

lexicalisation and collocation, CMD propagates and legitimizes the policies of 

mainland China towards the Taiwan issue, while AMD again presents the two sides as 

oppositional equals. At the same time, problematic aspects of the issue are emphasized, 

such as the ideological divergences, military tension, and foreign involvement.  

3.3 Interpersonal meaning

This part examines aspects of the interpersonal meaning of the news language in the 

corpora. The interpersonal meaning of language is concerned with how social 

identities of and relations between different social subjects and groups are constructed 

and sustained, how attitudes the groups hold and the judgments they make towards the 

issue are articulated, and how the roles different groups play in the issue are defined 
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and attributed. The actual analysis will concentrate on two specific aspects of the 

‘mood’ structure: the use of the personal pronoun we as ‘subject’ and the use of finite 

modal operators as part of the ‘finite’. 

3.3.1 Subject analysis: pronominalization

This section investigates the usage of the personal pronoun we as ‘subject’ in the 

‘mood’ structure of the clauses. For my purpose, three aspects are of particular 

relevance. First, I shall find out the identities of we in the corpora, i.e. who we refers to 

and how it is used to create consensus. The use of we to create a distinction between 

‘in-groupness’ and ‘out-groupness’ is an effective strategy to position the reader as the 

speaker desires. This positioning function of we enables the writer to communicate to 

the reader a particular kind of social relationship. The parties included in we form one 

group sharing the same attributes and attitudes, performing the same tasks, and 

standing together against the opposite group. However, it is the discourse producers 

who determine the degree of prominence different groups of we receive in the corpora. 

Second, I shall check whom different groups of we support. Once groups are formed, 

the stance they take and the party they support become interesting. One has every 

reason to expect that if a party receives support from the majority of the public, its 

stand becomes more or less justifiable. In terms of the interpersonal meaning conveyed, 

by claiming that they take one side or the other, the groups are identifying themselves 

as allies of one party or the other. While all competing parties gain some support from 

different groups of people, it is again the discourse producers who allocate the support 

available among the groups of we in the corpora. At the third level, I aim to reveal 

what different groups of we in the corpora do. This will define the roles different 
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parties play in the issue as attributed by themselves, and, in a sense, to them through 

the media. The analysis will also yield information on the attitudes different parties 

adopt towards the issue. 

3.3.1.1 Who are we in CMD and AMD

This section starts the study of the use of we by examining the identities of we, that is, 

who we are in the two corpora (see Appendix E).  

Table 3.15 Who are we in CMD and AMD

Parties included in we No. in 
CMD

Percentage No. in 
AMD

Percentage

The Chinese Government, people & army 103 63.1% 76 25.8%
The U.S. Government, people & army 34 20.9% 94 32.0%
The Taiwan Government & people 6 3.7% 114 38.8%
Other foreign parties 16 9.8% 8 2.7%
Others 4 2.5% 2 0.7%
Total 163 100% 294 100%

Table 3.15 indicates that in CMD, the Chinese Government, people, and armed forces 

constitute the overwhelming majority of the groups of we, followed by the U.S. 

Government, people, and armed forces. The Taiwan Government and people are the 

least represented among the four major groups. The gap between the different groups 

is rather large. In cases where we refers to the Chinese Government, people, and armed 

forces, it is often used not only to create consensus within the group, but also to 

establish a direct opposition between the group and other groups, typically Lee and the 

Taiwan authorities. This is illustrated in the following examples. 

(55) We have warned the Taiwan authorities to rein in at the edge of precipice and stop 

various actions of splittism … (http://www.peoplesdaily.com, 19 July 1999)
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(56) “We therefore urge the Taiwan authorities to respond positively to the constructive 

proposal of the central government …” (http://www.peoplesdaily.com, 16 August 

1999) 

(57) “We must ensure that Taiwan’s status as an inalienable part of the Chinese 

territory not be altered by Lee’s malicious conspiracies …” 

(http://www.peoplesdaily.com, 31 August 1999) 

In AMD, the order is almost reversed, with the Taiwan Government and people 

ranking first, followed by the U.S. Government, people, and armed forces. The 

Chinese Government, people, and armed forces come only as the third. The gap 

between the three major groups in AMD is not so drastic as that in CMD. Moreover, 

an important distinction between CMD and AMD is that we is also used in AMD to 

create consensus within the group of the Taiwan Government and people and position 

the Chinese Government as an outsider group that is addressed to, as shown in the 

following examples.

(58) “We must conduct interactions with the Chinese Communists on an equal basis 

with an equal attitude …” (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(59) ‘We hope the authorities there can proceed with democratic reform to create 

favourable conditions for democratic unification …’   

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

(60) “We always know what the PRC is up to and will release all military news to 

Taiwan’s people …” (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 5 August 1999)
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Compared with each other, the picture of CMD is more homogeneous, while that of 

AMD is more heterogeneous. The more unified scene of CMD tends to identify the 

Chinese Government, people, and armed forces as the dominating group whose voice 

carries the greatest gravity in the issue. The more diversified scene of AMD, however, 

denies the dominance of the voice of the Chinese Government, people, and armed 

forces, appropriating a larger portion of the stage to the Taiwan Government and 

people and a more important role to the U.S. Government, people, and armed forces. 

3.3.1.2 What side do we take in CMD and AMD

This section investigates the relationships between the different groups of we, that is, 

what side we tend to take and what parties we tend to support. 

Table 3.16 What side do we take in CMD

Parties supported Parties included in we Number Percentage
The Chinese Government, people & army 103 66.6%
The U.S. Government 21 12.9%
Other foreign parties 16 9.8%
Supportive Taiwan parties 4 2.5%

Mainland China

Subtotal 144 88.3%
The Taiwan Government 2 1.2%
The U.S. Government 2 1.2%

Taiwan

Subtotal 4 2.5%
U.S. role The U.S. Government 11 6.7%
Irrelevant 4 2.5%
Total 163 100%

As Table 3.16 indicates, in CMD, 88.3% of all the groups of we support mainland 

China’s view. Notably, these groups include not only the Chinese Government, people, 

and armed forces, but also the majority of the groups of U.S. parties, all the sixteen 

groups of foreign parties other than the U.S., and two thirds of the groups of the 

Taiwan Government and people presented. Contrastively, the view of the Taiwan 
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authorities receives support from only 2.5% of all the groups. The U.S. is not given 

much space to comment on its own role in the issue. Undoubtedly, this overwhelming 

disproportion in the support of the views of the two sides serves to endorse one and 

marginalize the other. 

Table 3.17 What side do we take in AMD

Parties supported Parties included in we Number Percentage
The Chinese Government, people & army 76 25.9%
The U.S. Government 8 2.7%
Other foreign parties 1 0.3%

Mainland China

Subtotal 85 28.9%
The Taiwan Government and army 114 38.8%
The U.S. Government and army 13 4.4%
Other foreign parties 4 1.4%

Taiwan

Subtotal 131 44.6%
U.S. role The U.S. Government 73 24.8%
Others’ comments Other foreign parties 3 1.0%
Irrelevant 2 0.7%
Total 294 100%

The picture in AMD is again drastically different. The view of the Taiwan authorities 

receives the greatest support. Furthermore, more U.S. groups support the view of 

Taiwan instead of mainland China. The same phenomenon applies to other foreign 

parties, too. However, the gap between the number of parties supporting mainland 

China and Taiwan is not so overwhelming as that in CMD. Meanwhile, compared with 

CMD, more space is allocated to the U.S. Government to emphasize its own role in the 

issue and voice its comments on the principles of and solutions to the Taiwan issue. 

All in all, whereas AMD gives more support to the view of the Taiwan Government, it 

also keeps the platform more open than CMD does. 
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3.3.1.3 What do we do in CMD and AMD

Finally, let us take a look at what different groups of we in the two corpora tend to do 

as summarized in Tables 3.18 and 3.19.  

Table 3.18 What do we (the Chinese Government, people, and armed forces) do in CMD

Doings Number Percentage
Stressing policies of ‘one China’, ‘peaceful reunification’ and ‘one 
country, two systems’, urging reunification, and opposing Taiwan 
independence

32 31.1%

Refuting Lee’s theory and warning the Taiwan authorities 16 15.5%
Declaring refusal to give up military option 11 10.7%
Stressing own ability and determination to safeguard sovereignty 
and fight for reunification

11 10.7%

Refuting U.S. Taiwan supporters and demanding the U.S. to abide 
by its commitments

10 9.7%

Stressing own efforts in promoting cross-Straits relations 7 6.8%
Expressing hope on and concern over Taiwan compatriots 5 4.8%
Commenting on own achievements and traditions 5 4.8%
Commenting on Taiwan’s political and international status 4 3.9%
Stressing that the Taiwan issue is China’s internal affair 1 1%
Morally appealing to other foreign countries 1 1%
Total 103 100%

Table 3.19 What do we (the Chinese Government, people, and armed forces) do in AMD

Doings Number Percentage
Stressing own ability and determination to safeguard national 
sovereignty and fight for reunification

24 31.6%

Refuting Lee’s theory and warning the Taiwan authorities 16 21.1%
Declaring refusal to give up military option 15 19.7%
Indicating unwillingness for confrontation and promising not to 
initiate usage of nuclear weapons

8 10.5%

Warning U.S. Taiwan supporters, negatively commenting on Sino-
U.S. relations and the U.S. ambition, and demanding the U.S. to 
abide by its commitments

6 7.9%

Commenting on media and reporters 5 6.6%
Commenting on military intelligence leak to Taiwan 1 1.3%
Commenting on own principles for joining the WTO 1 1.3%
Total 76 100%

Of the doings and sayings of all the major parties reported in the corpora, those of 

mainland China may be the least divergent. However, out of the similarities, we can 
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still spot some significant differences. In CMD, the dominant preoccupation of the 

Chinese Government and people is to stress such policies as ‘one China’, ‘one country, 

two systems’, and ‘peaceful reunification’. Examples of these include:

(61) We always advocate that the “One China” policy should be adhered to in handling 

cross-Straits relations. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 31 July 1999)

(62) We persistently advocate that we will realize the reunification of the motherland by 

peaceful means. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 2 August 1999)

(63) We will firmly adhere to “peaceful reunification” and “one country, two systems” 

in the fight against Lee Teng-hui’s separatist attempts … 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 14 August 1999)

In AMD, mainland China’s determination to fight for national sovereignty and 

reunification and its refusal to give up the military option receive greater prominence 

than they do in CMD. See the following examples:

(64) “We have ample power.” (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 17 July 1999)

(65) “We will not rule out using military force to resolve the Taiwan problem …” 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

(66) “We will strike if America doesn’t intervene, and we will strike if America 

intervenes.” (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 21 July 1999)

(67) “We won’t renounce the use of force …” (http://www.cnn.com, 27 July 1999)

The policies of mainland China, on the contrary, are given virtually no attention at all. 

These differences are in compliance with the preoccupation of Chinese discourse 

producers to promote the policies of mainland China, and that of the American ones to 
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forecast the possibility of a cross-Straits war. Besides, in CMD, the Chinese 

Government and people are also lauding their efforts in promoting cross-Straits 

relations and complimenting their own achievements in other aspects. Whereas these 

positive aspects are absent in AMD, such negative aspects as the Chinese 

Government’s restriction on media and reporters and its comments on mainland 

China’s military intelligence leak to Taiwan are found present.  

Table 3.20 What do we (the Taiwan Government and people) do in CMD

Doings Number Percentage
Expressing opposition to Lee’s theory 3 50%
Redefining cross-Straits relations as ‘state-to-state’ relations 2 33.3%
Calling for peaceful reunification 1 16.7%
Total 6 100%

Table 3.21 What do we (the Taiwan Government, people, and armed forces) do in AMD

Doings Number Percentage
Claiming equal status and expressing willingness for dialogues on 
that basis

35 30.7%

Seeking international participation and recognition 15 13.1%
Commenting on the U.S. actions and U.S.-Taiwan relations; 
claiming need for U.S. support

13 11.4%

Commenting on own achievements in economy and democracy and 
demanding mainland democratization

11 9.6%

Commenting on Beijing’s political and military responses 10 8.8%
Commenting on own determination and power for self-defence 9 7.9%
Redefining cross-Straits relations as ‘state-to-state’ 8 7.0%
Defining own people’s needs, relieving anxiety and restoring public 
confidence

6 5.3%

Commenting on own principles for future action 5 4.4%
Denying the independence claim 2 1.8%
Total 114 100%

Tables 3.20 and 3.21 demonstrate a remarkable difference between the tasks the 

Taiwan Government, people, and armed forces undertake to perform in the two 

corpora. In CMD, two thirds of the limited number of groups represented are opposing 

Lee’s theory and calling for reunification, obviously in support of the views of 

mainland China. The picture is rather homogeneous. Examples of these include:



Chapter 3 Discourse as Text and Discursive Practice

79

(68) We see no pragmatism in Lee’s statement, but rather the cheating side of the 

Taiwan authorities. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 6 August 1999)

(69) We want peaceful reunification, no war. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 18 

August 1999)

In AMD, the agenda is by far more multifarious. Noticeably, there is no place where 

they undertake to overtly oppose Lee’s statehood claim or call for reunification. Rather, 

they are explicitly expressing their own principles in dealing with cross-Straits 

relations and articulating their comments on a variety of related issues. See the 

following examples: 

(70) We must conduct interactions with the Chinese Communists on an equal basis with 

an equal attitude. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(71) We will also strengthen our contacts with the international community to safeguard 

our survival and development. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(72) We believe people everywhere in China or Taiwan love political democratization 

and the market economy … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 10 September 1999)

(73) We do need advanced equipment. We have been procuring a lot of equipment from 

the United States. We need it for surface defense and air defense. 

(http://www.cnn.com, 13 July 1999)

As these examples show, CMD positions the Taiwan people as against Lee’s statehood 

claim but supporting the cause of reunification, and Lee as an isolated politician with 

no visible support from his people. AMD, on the contrary, positions Lee and the 

Taiwan authorities as a dignified political entity fulfilling a number of tasks of its own. 

The different images created can only be attributed to the different preoccupations of 
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the discourse producers, which are in turn determined by the ideologies underlying the 

Chinese and American societies. 

Table 3.22 What do we (the U.S.) do in CMD

Doings Number Percentage
Committing itself to the ‘one China’ policy, expressing opposition 
to Taiwan independence, and agreeing that the issue is a matter 
between the two sides

21 61.8%

Commenting on Sino-U.S. relations 7 20.6%
Calling for peaceful resolution and dialogues 3 8.8%
Claiming to defend Taiwan 2 5.9%
Commenting on own actions or principles 1 2.9%
Total 34 100%

Table 3.23 What do we (the U.S.) do in AMD

Doings Number Percentage
Commenting on own actions or principles 23 24.5%
Calling for peaceful resolution and dialogues 18 19.2%
Directly opposing China’s military option and military action 12 12.8%
Promising to defend Taiwan and continue arms sales to Taiwan 11 11.7%
Commenting on Sino-U.S. relations 10 10.6%
Making commitment to the ‘one China’ policy 8 8.5%
Offering observations of or information about the situation 7 7.5%
Making commitment to the area and other countries 2 2.1%
Overtly supporting Lee’s position 2 2.1%
Total 94 100%

Tables 3.22 and 3.23 yield significant information on how CMD and AMD define the 

role of the U.S. in and its attitude towards the Taiwan issue. In CMD, the U.S. 

commitment to the ‘one China’ policy, its opposition to Taiwan independence, and its 

agreement that the issue is a matter between the two sides receive the greatest 

prominence. Examples of these include:

(74) We believe that it is a matter for the Chinese people, on both sides of the Taiwan 

Strait, to resolve. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 14 July 1999)

(75) We do not support Taiwan independence. We do not support Taiwanese 

membership in organizations where statehood is required. We do not support a 
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two-China policy or a one-China, one-Taiwan policy. 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

(76) We have a one-China policy. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

The priority assigned to these parts of the U.S. attitudes and principles assimilates the 

U.S. position with that of mainland China. The U.S. is portrayed more as a supporter 

of the principles of mainland China than as an entity that plays an independent role in 

the Taiwan issue. 

However, in AMD, the greatest prominence is given to the actions the U.S. has taken 

and will take in relation to the Taiwan issue. This emphasis implies that the U.S. has 

been and will still play a substantial role in the issue. At the same time, more 

prominence has been given to the U.S. opposition to mainland China’s force claim and 

its professed intention to protect Taiwan in case of war than to its commitment to the 

‘one China’ policy. Examples of these include:

(77) Obviously we’re watching the situation closely, and we have been in touch with 

both sides on a number of occasions … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 13 August 

1999)

(78) We favor a peaceful approach to working out the differences. We favor a cross-

strait dialogue. (http://www.cnn.com, 11 September 1999)

(79) We do not preclude the possible sale of theater missile defense systems to Taiwan 

in the future. (http://www.cnn.com, 19 August 1999)

(80) … we obviously take a very strong view against the use of force in the Taiwan 

Strait. (http://www.cnn.com, 5 September 1999)
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These differences again reveal that the discourse producers are attributing different 

roles to the U.S. in the issue and defining its attitudes towards the issue in different 

ways. The similarity between them, however, is that both corpora reserve a substantial 

space for the U.S. concern over Sino-U.S. relations, as it concerns both groups of 

discourse producers. 

Table 3.24 What do we (other foreign parties) do in CMD

Doings Number Percentage
Making commitment to the ‘one China’ policy 4 25%
Supporting the Chinese Government’s position 4 25%
Directly opposing Lee’s theory 4 25%
Claim to maintain good relationship with the PRC 3 18.7%
Urging Taiwan to react positively to the central government 1 6.3%
Total 16 100%

Table 3.25 What do we (other foreign parties) do in AMD

Doings Number Percentage
Claiming to maintain relations with Taiwan 2 25%
Commenting on own expectations and observations 2 25%
Expressing recognition of Taiwan as a country 1 12.5%
Claiming opposition to force 1 12.5%
Commenting on China’s missile test 1 12.5%
Claiming a ‘one China’ policy 1 12.5%
Total 8 100%

Although foreign parties receive relatively little attention in both corpora, they are also 

positioned quite differently in terms of the attitudes they adopt towards and the role 

they play in the Taiwan issue. Table 3.24 shows that in CMD, all groups of foreign 

parties are positioned as positively supporting the stance of mainland China and 

opposing that of Lee and the Taiwan authorities. What AMD presents is again an 

opposite picture, as shown in Table 3.25. Foreign parties are claiming to maintain good 

relations with Taiwan, recognizing Taiwan as a country, and expressing opposition 

against force. They are also voicing their own expectations and commenting on 
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China’s missile test. Their commitment to the ‘one China’ policy is given the least 

attention. In attitude, they are positioned more as showing compassion for Taiwan than 

as standing by mainland China; in action, they are also given a place to voice their own 

observations and comments. 

To summarize, CMD has consistently used the strategy of pronominalization to 

promote and legitimate the policies and stances of mainland China, typically by the 

following three major means. First, the Chinese Government, people, and armed forces 

as a group are identified as the kernel of all groups involved in the Taiwan issue. Their 

voices are overwhelmingly prioritized. Thus, this single group is identified as the

dominating one in dealing with the issue. Second, the majority of the groups are 

presented as holding favourable attitudes towards mainland China and negative ones 

towards Lee and the Taiwan authorities. Therefore, mainland China enjoys friendly 

and cooperative relationships with parties other than Lee, whereas Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities are by and large isolated. Third, while the Chinese Government, people, 

and armed forces are performing a number of tasks in relation to the Taiwan issue, 

other parties are reported as playing only a marginal role, taking little substantial 

action. In short, the overall platform is rather closed. Contrastively, AMD has drawn 

upon the same strategy to paint an essentially more heterogeneous picture. It 

complicates the issue by bringing in a number of parties playing one role or another 

with sophisticated relationships between them. The dominant position of the Chinese 

Government, people, and armed forces is denied and shared more or less evenly with 

the Taiwan authorities and the U.S. government. In terms of the relationship with other 

parties, the Taiwan authorities enjoy even more support than mainland China. In 

addition, parties other than the Chinese Government, people, and armed forces, in 
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particular the Taiwan authorities and the U.S., are undertaking a multitude of 

significant tasks in the issue. The analysis of the different usage of the inclusive and 

exclusive pronominal subject we indicates that the interpersonal meanings of the 

language used in the two corpora of news discourse diverge substantially. Making 

sense out of the divergence entails seeking different interpretations from the divergent 

ideologies underlying the two societies using their respective rhetorical strategies.  

3.3.2 Modality

This section discusses the distribution and functions of modal elements in general, and 

finite modal operators in particular in the two corpora. Modality has to do with the 

judgment of the speaker of the probability, usuality, obligation, or inclination involved 

in what he is saying. It ‘represents the speaker’s angle, either on the validity of the 

assertion or on the rights and wrongs of the proposal’ (Halliday, 1994: 362). As finite 

modal operators make up a large portion of the overall modality elements, an 

examination of their usage will yield significant information on the speaker’s 

commitment and attitude towards the utterances he is making. Such information will in 

turn render relevant clues on how the speaker defines the identities of and the 

relationships between himself and the parties involved. 

3.3.2.1 Overview 

Before I analyse the usage of selected specific finite modal operators, it is necessary to 

have an overview of the distribution of the finite modal operators in the two corpora. 
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Table 3.26 Distribution of finite modal operators in CMD and AMD

Value Finite modal operator Number in CMD Number in AMD
must 44 118
ought to 0 2
need 0 2
have to 25 29

High

Subtotal 69 151
will 490 261
would 104 498
shall 4 5
should 244 170

Median

Subtotal 842 1079
may 22 58
might 6 58
can 220 94
could 40 180

Low

Subtotal 288 390
Total 1199 1475
Overall entry/token ratio 1.02% 1.29%

Table 3.26 shows the overall occurrences of the commonly used finite modal operators 

in the two corpora. They are categorized into three groups according to ‘the value that 

is attached to the modal judgment: high, median or low’ (Halliday, 1994: 358, 362). 

The values are summarized in Table 3.27 reproduced from Halliday (1994: 358).

Table 3.27 Three ‘values’ of modality

Value Probability Usuality Obligation Inclination
High Certain Always Required Determined
Median Probable Usually Supposed Keen
Low Possible Sometimes Allowed Willing

Notably, AMD uses more finite modal operators than CMD does. This may bear 

implications on a higher tendency of AMD to commit the speaker to the utterance s/he 

is making. In both corpora, modal operators of median value are most frequently used. 

The ones of high value occur the least. This may mean that in both corpora, 

commitments made to the utterances are primarily moderate, instead of extremely high 

or low. However, it is the contexts in which such modal operators are actually used 
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that essentially count. Due to the constraint of space, I will report in detail the results 

of the analysis of two selected finite modal operators, that is, must and should. They 

represent the groups of high and median values respectively.  

3.3.2.2 Must

Must is the most frequently used high-value finite modal operator in both corpora. As 

noted above, it is associated with the highest degree possible in terms of the speaker’s 

judgment of the probability, usuality, obligation, and inclination involved in the 

utterance he is making. In this part, I will closely examine the contexts in which must

occurs in the two corpora (see Appendix G).

Table 3.28 summarizes the contexts in which must occurs in CMD. A cursory 

inspection of the table reveals that it is used predominantly from the perspective of 

mainland China. Rows two through four of the table group the instances in which 

mainland China explicitly tells what Lee and the Taiwan authorities, the Chinese 

people, and the U.S. must do. Throughout these cases, there is an intense sense of 

required obligation imposed on the parties addressed. Mainland China speaks as the 

one with the power and privilege to make orders. Among the three parties, Lee and the 

Taiwan authorities are the most addressed. Roughly, the things they must do as told by 

mainland China fall into two categories. On the one hand, they must understand the 

dangerous consequences and doomed future of their separatist activities, as well as the 

determination of the Chinese Government to safeguard sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. Additional examples include:
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(81) Those who try to pursue Taiwan’s independence must understand the danger that 

exists in upsetting the stability and peace of the Asian-Pacific Region. 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 30 July 1999)

(82) Lee Teng-hui must not underestimate the firm determination of the Chinese 

government to safeguard sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

Table 3.28 Must in CMD

Topic Typical example(s) No. Percentage
China on Lee 
and Taiwan 
authorities

Lee and the Taiwan authorities must understand that 
splitting the country and seeking independence for 
Taiwan is a dead end.

13 29.5%

China on self We must unite closer under the one country principle. 6 13.6%
China on what 
the U.S. should 
do

U.S.… must cancel arms sales to Taiwan. The U.S. 
must accept the fact that China is an important 
country…

4 9.1%

China’s 
principles

The (one China) principle must be abided by if relations 
are to be maintained and expanded.

4 9.1%

Sino-U.S. 
relations

Improved (Sino-U.S.) relations must be based on the 
three communiqu¨ ¦ s. Si no-U.S. relations must not be 
damaged.

4 9.1%

Cross-straits 
relations

The cross-Straits relations must turn for the better. 
Taiwan must be reunited with the motherland.

3 6.8%

How things are 
to be done

Activities of the non-governmental organizations of 
Taiwan in Hong Kong must be held within the restraints 
of relevant regulations.

2 4.5%

Sovereignty The sovereignty of nations must be respected despite 
increasing globalization.

2 4.5%

Comments on 
Taiwan

The Taiwanese troops have poor morale. That 
(Taiwan’s attempt) must be futile.

2 4.5%

Taiwan issue vs. 
others 

Their (the two Germanys’) reunification must be 
influenced and restricted by…

1 2.3%

Subtotal: the voice of mainland China 41 93.2%
Lee’s claim Cross-straits relations must be conducted on a ‘special 

state-to-state’ basis.
2 4.5%

Others Japan must restore Taiwan to China. 1 2.3%
Total 44 100%

On the other hand, they must clarify and give up their separatist remarks and acts, and 

take the responsibilities of the dire consequences of such acts. Examples include:
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(83) The Taiwan side must clarify that to calm down the intensifying cross-Straits 

relations. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 22 July 1999)

(84) Lee must give up his separatist remarks and acts … 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

(85) Lee Teng-hui must be responsible for all consequences resulting from his stance. 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 11 September 1999)

As for the Chinese Government and people themselves, the one single thing that they 

must do is to maintain the ‘one China’ policy and the fact that Taiwan is a part of 

China, though this is unfolded in various forms. Other examples besides the ones given 

in the table include:

(86) Since we want stability we must stick to the one-China principle. 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

(87) We must ensure that Taiwan’s status as an inalienable part of the Chinese territory 

not be altered by Lee’s malicious conspiracies. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 

31 August 1999)

The U.S. is required to cancel its arms sales to Taiwan, to accept that China is an 

important country, and to honour its promise. Altogether there are twenty-two 

instances in which must is used to realize mainland China’s imposition of certain 

required obligations on Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities, the Chinese people, 

and the United States. These add up to 52.2% of the overall occurrences. The position 

of mainland China as the party with the power to determine the obligations of other 

parties is consolidated.   
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The other main function of must in CMD is to intensify mainland China’s determined 

inclination towards implementing its principles and its certainty in the comments it 

makes on the issue. The principles iterated are concerned with a variety of issues, 

including the Taiwan issue at large, Sino-U.S. relations, cross-Straits relations, 

Taiwan’s activities, and sovereignty matters. As instances of each of these categories 

are relatively small in number, the examples provided in the table should suffice for 

illustration. As a whole, they add up to the reinforced determination of mainland China 

to carry out its various principles. With must, the comments mainland China makes on 

the Taiwanese troops, Taiwan’s attempt to ‘exploit German media to spread 

separatism’, and the reunification of the two Germanys are also vested with a strong 

sense of infallibility. 

All in all, only two of all the instances are associated with Lee’s claim that cross-

Straits relations must be conducted on a ‘special state-to-state’ basis. This means 

95.3% of the cases are supportive of mainland China’s views, policies and comments, 

and only 4.7% project the Taiwan perspective. The picture is rather homogeneous. 

As Table 3.29 shows, usage of must in AMD exhibits much greater heterogeneity. 

Though the perspective of mainland China is still prioritized, the voices of Taiwan and 

the U.S. also take up a large share. 

The position and role of mainland China as presented in AMD differ remarkably from 

those in CMD. The single most preponderant concern of mainland China lies in the 

status of Taiwan, with must used to pinpoint its determination to have Taiwan reunited 

with the mainland. Its standing as the commanding party determining required 
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obligations of other parties is considerably toned down. While in CMD, 52.2% of the 

instances bear upon mainland China’s requirements on various parties, the proportion 

is reduced to 5.1% in AMD. Consequently, the range of obligations imposed on other 

parties is diminished, too. The extensive coverage of mainland China’s principles and 

comments in CMD is shrivelled to one single comment on democracy in AMD.

Table 3.29 Must in AMD

Topic Typical example(s) No. Percentage
Taiwan’s 
status

Beijing regards Taiwan as a renegade province which 
must be reunited with the mainland. 

51 43.2%

On Lee and 
Taiwan

Taiwan must face reality. People on the island who 
follow his call must realize that there is no way out of 
his dead alley.

5 4.3%

On the U.S. The U.S. side must cancel arms sales to Taiwan 1 0.8%
Beijing on 
Democracy

Democracy must be from top to bottom, orderly and step 
by step.

1 0.8%

Subtotal: the voice of mainland China 58 49.1%
Lee’s 
statehood 
claim 

Cross-straits ties must be conducted on a ‘special state-
to-state’ basis. Taipei-Beijing interactions in the 
meantime must be conducted on a basis of equality.

34 28.8%

What ‘we’ 
should do

We (Taiwan) must be wary of the rumors. We must let 
people know the truth.

2 1.7%

Democracy Beijing must embrace democracy. 2 1.7%
On China’s 
military act

All armed forces must have regular training. It’s just like 
how students must undergo regular examinations.

2 1.7%

On cross-
Straits talks

His (Koo’s) talks with Wang must go ahead to keep 
communication lines open.

1 0.8%

Subtotal: the voice of Taiwan 38 32.2%
Relations with 
Taiwan and 
self role

I must emphasize…the friendship between the United 
States and Taiwan. The U.S. will do what it must to 
defend freedom and stability in Asia. We must defend 
Taiwan if they are attacked.

4 3.4%

U.S. on Sino-
U.S. relations 

The U.S. must be ‘tough and firm’ in dealing with China 
as a ‘strategic competitor’. They must have stolen the 
technology; China must reach market-opening accords 
with the U.S.

4 3.4%

U.S. on the 
Taiwan issue

Beijing and Taipei must peacefully decide the island’s 
future. Taiwan crisis must be solved quickly.

2 1.7%

Subtotal: the voice of the U.S. 10 8.5%
Others’ comments 9 7.6%
Total 118 100%

Interestingly, Taiwan’s claims and views projected in AMD almost parallel those of 

mainland China. Countering mainland China’s claim that Taiwan must be reunited 
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with the mainland is Taiwan’s claim that cross-Straits relations must be conducted on a 

‘special state-to-state’ basis; countering mainland China’s demands on Taiwan and its 

comments on democracy come in Taiwan’s demands on itself and on mainland China 

regarding democracy. The parallelism both in the topic coverage of and the proportion 

allocation to the perspectives of mainland China and Taiwan creates a strong sense of 

opposing equality between the two sides. 

Finally, the U.S., completely silenced in CMD, voices its commitments towards and 

comments on a variety of related issues in AMD, too. Regarding its relationship with 

Taiwan and its own role in the Taiwan issue, it is expressing its determination 

inclination in maintaining friendship with Taiwan and committing itself to the required 

obligation of protecting Taiwan, and the freedom and stability in Asia. When it comes 

to Sino-U.S. relations, however, must is used to express its decidedly tough attitude 

towards mainland China as a competitor, to confirm its certainty in its inference on 

mainland China’s stealth of its technology, and to make mainland China obliged to 

reach market-opening accords with itself. Must used in the comments it makes on 

cross-Straits relations and resolution of the Taiwan issue conveys a sense of obligation 

on the two sides of mainland China and Taiwan, and a sense of indubitableness on the 

firm stance of the U.S.

All in all, the above analysis shows that must as a high-value finite modal operator in 

CMD is consistently used to consolidate mainland China’s position as the party 

stipulating required obligations of other parties, reinforce its determined inclination 

towards implementing its own policies and principles, and intensify the certainty of the 

comments it makes on related issues. However, in AMD, it is used to create and 



Chapter 3 Discourse as Text and Discursive Practice

92

maintain a strong sense of equal opposition between the two sides of mainland China 

and Taiwan. It is also used to voice the U.S. attitude towards and policies in the issue. 

3.3.2.3 Should

Should is one of the most frequently used median-value finite modal operators in both 

corpora. I have chosen to analyse the usage of should out of this group because the gap 

between the frequency of should in the two corpora is the smallest of all, which makes 

the comparison more feasible. With should, the speaker imposes certain supposed 

obligation on the addressee, conveys a keen inclination towards what he is uttering, or 

makes a median commitment to the utterance in terms of probability. The analysis is 

again based on the contexts in which should occur in the two corpora (see Appendix F)

Table 3.30 indicates that the usage of should in CMD is strikingly similar to that of 

must in the corpus. The overwhelming majority of the instances of should again 

appertain to mainland China’s definition of the obligations of various parties involved 

in the Taiwan issue, and its policies and comments on related issues. However, at the 

median-value level, Lee’s theories and the U.S. attitude towards the Taiwan issue are 

given a larger space than at the high-value level. 
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Table 3.30 Should in CMD

Topic Typical example(s) No. Percentag
e

What Lee 
and Taiwan 
should do

Lee and the Taiwan authorities should size the situation 
soberly, rein in at the brink of the precipice and 
immediately cease all separatist activities

53 21.7%

What the 
U.S. should 
do

The U.S. should particularly make clear its commitment 
not to provide Taiwan with TMD. The U.S. Government 
should insist on its one China policy…

21 8.6%

What ‘we’ 
should do 

We should strengthen national defense and stand ready to 
perform our sacred duty. We should be on high alert on 
Lee’s new moves…

15 6.2%

What both 
sides should 
do

The two sides should negotiate on matters of reunification 
on an equal footing. Both sides across the Taiwan Straits 
should abide by the ‘one China’ principle.

8 3.3%

What other 
parties 
should do

The world should be on guard against such dangerous 
behaviour. People should remember that in modern times 
China has never been afraid of the threat of force.

7 2.9%

What the 
Taiwanese 
should do

All the Taiwanese should think it over carefully. 
Taiwanese should better understand ‘One Country, Two 
Systems’ principle.

4 1.6%

Subtotal (China defining what different parties should do) 108 44.3%
China’s 
polices on 
Taiwan 
issue

On no account should the ‘one China’ be undermined. It 
(Taiwan) should return to the motherland. More efforts 
should be made to promote the ‘one country, two systems’ 
principle.

20 8.2%

Stressing 
cross-Straits 
relations 

The mainland and Taiwan should open direct mail, trade 
and shipping services. People on both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait will be surely benefited when reunification should
be achieved.

13 5.3%

On Sino-
U.S. 
relations 

U.S.-China conflicts should end. China and the United
States should proceed with talks according to the principle 
equality.

9 3.7%

Attacking 
separatist 
activities

It should be clear that any deed advocating separation of 
the country equals playing with fire. If Lee’s attempts 
should succeed, China would be dismembered and face 
the danger of war.

9 3.7%

Stressing 
‘public 
opinions’

Any critical change of policy should be approved in 
advance 22 million Taiwanese. The ‘public opinion’ of 
this big family should reflect the opinions and wishes of 
the entire Chinese nation.

4 1.6%

China’s 
military 
option

Should Taiwan one day declare ‘independence’, China 
will surely use armed force to safeguard its national 
sovereignty…

2 0.8%

Subtotal: the voice of mainland China 165 67.6%
Lee’s 
theories

Lee also said that each of the seven blocks should enjoy 
complete independence. The cross-Straits relations should
be ‘state-to-state’.

66 27.1%

The U.S. 
attitude 
towards 
Taiwan

But the U.S. also hopes through the same action Taiwan’s 
future should be decided in a peaceful way. If Taiwan 
should declare ‘independence’, the U.S. would not give it 
military defense… 

13 5.3%

Total 244 100%
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Up to 44.3% of the overall instances are associated with mainland China’s imposition 

of supposed obligations on different parties. Again, Lee and the Taiwan authorities 

take up the most prominent position, with mainland China requiring them to undertake 

a variety of tasks. The tasks imposed on them through should are more diversified than 

those realized through must. In addition to those mentioned in the must section (see 

3.2.2.2), they are also supposed to understand the international situation and to return 

to the ‘one China’ policy. Relevant examples include:

(88) The Taiwan authorities should have a clear mind on the overall situation in today’s

world. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 30 July 1999)

(89) The Taiwan authorities should quickly return to the “one China” principle to 

comply with the wishes of the Chinese people. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 18 

August 1999)

Meanwhile, the U.S. is also supposed to fulfil a wider range of obligations, as can be 

seen from such typical examples as: 

(90) The U.S. Government should not connive in such violations of the three Sino-U.S. 

joint communiqu¨¦ s and rel at ed co mmit ment s. ( htt p:// www. chi nadail y. co m. cn, 27 

July 1999)

(91) The United States should not say anything or do anything to fan the flames of 

Taiwan independence. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 27 July 1999)

(92) Gilman and his men should stop playing with their gruesome game which can only 

further impede Sino-U.S. relations. (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 12 August 

1999)
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Added diversity also exists in the tasks the Chinese Government and people 

themselves are supposed to perform, with particular tasks specified for special 

domestic groups. Some examples are:

(93) They should do a good job of translating into practice the theory of “One country, 

Two systems” in Hong Kong. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 30 July 1999)

(94) Financial workers should strive for the healthy growth of the national economy 

and the increase of national strength. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 10 August 

1999)

(95) Returned overseas Chinese should give full play to the advantage of people-to-

people exchange. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

The two sides as a group, the Taiwan people, and other foreign parties are also directly 

addressed. However, the seemingly heterogeneous obligations the parties are supposed 

to fulfil all lead to one homogeneous goal, that is, to realize reunification of mainland 

China and Taiwan in the way mainland China desires. Like those of must, the many 

instances of should in CMD also work to consolidate mainland China’s commanding 

position in deciding upon the obligations of different parties. 

Another 23.3% of the instances bear upon mainland China’s policies in dealing with 

the Taiwan issue and its comments on a number of related issues. In this category, 

mainland China’s policies, particularly the ‘one China’ policy, are given the greatest 

prominence. Following that, should is used to denote mainland China’s commitment to 

its principles in handling cross-Straits relations and Sino-U.S. relations, and to the 
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certainty of its comments on the separatist activities, public opinions, and its own 

military option. 

Whereas Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities’ stance and the U.S. attitude are not 

given much attention in the case of must, they are given some in the case of should. 

Yet, Lee and Taiwan are only allowed to commit mainland China to a limited number 

of tasks, with a few cases of self-admonition. The U.S. attitude towards the Taiwan 

issue centres on whether the U.S. should protect Taiwan or not. Commitments are 

unevenly distributed between pro-mainland China and pro-Taiwan stance, with the 

former outnumbering the latter.

However, as Table 3.31 shows, the proportions of the perspectives of mainland China 

and Taiwan projected in CMD are almost reversed in AMD, with 61.8% of the overall 

instances of should projecting the voice of Taiwan, and 22.5% that of mainland China. 

With the reduced proportion of the projected mainland China perspective, the number 

of parties put under obligation by it and the variety of tasks they are put under 

obligation to carry out are also diminished. Thus, the dominating position of mainland 

China in CMD is substantially weakened in AMD. Meanwhile, mainland China’s 

many policies and comments are also absent, save its view on Taiwan’s status. 

On the contrary, more focus is put on the views and position of Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities. Taiwan’s statehood claim is highlighted, along with its claims for equal 

status with mainland China and democracy. Altogether, these claims account for 

53.8% of all the instances involving should in AMD. In addition, Taiwan’s emphasis 

on its own role in the international community and its domestic strengths is given some 

place, too, as are the obligations it expects mainland China and the U.S. to fulfil. Thus, 
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though Taiwan is not attributed an overwhelmingly dominating role in AMD such as 

the one mainland China is in CMD, it is allocated an overwhelming portion of the 

platform to air its opinions and show its strength. 

Table 3.31 Should in AMD

Topic Typical example(s) No. Percentage
Lee’s claim for 
statehood

Bilateral ties should be conducted on a ‘state-to-state’ 
basis. China and Taiwan should operate on a ‘state-to-
state’ basis.

77 44.5%

Claim for equal 
status

The two sides should engage in a dialogue with equal 
status. There should be better mutual respect.

12 7.0%

Claim for 
democracy

Decisions based on democracy should be respected. 
The issue should be settled by a referendum.

4 2.3%

Taiwan’s role in 
the world

Taiwan should press ahead to forge formal ties with 
other countries. Taiwan should be a UN member. 

7 4.0%

Taiwan’s own 
ability

Taiwan’s central bank should have no problem 
defining the local unit.

3 1.7%

Taiwan on what 
China should do

China should not underestimate the capacity of 
Taiwan’s military to resist outside aggression. China 
should get to the root of the issue.

3 1.7%

Taiwan on what 
the U.S. should 
do

U.S. should know that private companies in 
democratic societies did not sacrifice commercial 
interests merely because their governments said so.

1 0.6%

Subtotal: the voice of Taiwan 107 61.8%
China on Lee 
and Taiwan 
authorities

The Taiwan authorities should be clear-headed. He 
(Lee) should not put the threat to the test. The Taiwan 
authorities and Lee Teng-hui should not underestimate 
the firm resolve of the Chinese government. 

13 7.5%

China on the 
U.S.

The U.S. should say little and act with great caution. 
The U.S. should stop selling weapons to Taiwan. 

10 5.8%

China On other 
parties

Thai people of Chinese ethnic origin…should
contribute to the policy of one China. So in future you 
(reporter) should pay attention to this (Lee’s title).

7 4.0%

China on self We should be aware of America’s strategic aim. Its 
resolve should not be underestimated. 

2 1.2%

China on 
Taiwan’s status 

Taiwan… should be reunited with the motherland. 
Issue of Taiwan should be discussed among residents 
of both sides of the strait peacefully.

7 4.0%

Subtotal: the voice of mainland China 39 22.5%
U.S. on China 
and Taiwan

You (China) should have full confidence in the 
statements I (Clinton) made to you. Neither side 
should overestimate or underestimate U.S. position 
here. 

5 2.9%

U.S. on self role U.S government should appropriately handle the 
Taiwan question. 

4 2.3%

Subtotal: the voice of the U.S. 9 5.2%
Irrelevant 18 10.5%
Total 173 100%



Chapter 3 Discourse as Text and Discursive Practice

98

Finally, although the voice of the U.S. takes up about the same share of the platform in 

AMD as it does in CMD, the range of its role is expanded. It is now speaking not only 

on how the U.S. should deal with the Taiwan issue, but also on how mainland China 

and Taiwan should deal with the U.S. 

In short, in CMD, should as a median-value finite modal operator is largely used to put 

various parities under obligation to carry out a variety of tasks specified by mainland 

China, to commit mainland China to its own policies and principles, and to intensify its 

perceived certainty in the comments it makes on related issues. Contrastively, in AMD, 

should is more associated with Taiwan’s views on what things should be like and how 

things should be done. The perspective of mainland China is relatively de-prioritized. 

To conclude, the comparative analysis of must and should reveals that finite modal 

operators in CMD and AMD convey distinctly different interpersonal meanings. 

Through such modality elements, the two corpora have constructed identities of and 

relations between mainland China, Taiwan, and the U.S. and defined the roles they 

play in the issue in ways significantly different from each other.  

3.4 Textual meaning

The analysis of the textual meaning of language is concerned with how information is 

organized into coherent texts. Different choices in organizing the same messages into 

texts carry different implications. The analysis in this part focuses on two particular 

aspects of the organization of texts. At the macro-level, through a thorough 

comparison of the news headlines in the two corpora, it seeks to differentiate meanings 
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of different topic control strategies. At the micro-level, through a sample study of the 

thematic structures of the initial clauses of the news leads in the two corpora, it aims to 

find out the implications of the systematic options in backgrounding certain elements 

of the messages. 

3.4.1 Headline analysis and topic control

This section is devoted to an overall examination of the headlines of all the newstexts 

in the two corpora. As Geis (1987: 9-10) argues, one of the two effective ways 

journalists use to determine the public agenda is to select what issues will be covered. 

Through comparing the headlines of the newstexts in the two corpora, we will be able 

to gain a comprehensive idea of the different agenda set by the discourse producers. 

Interpretation of such differences can and must be ideological. I am treating headline 

analysis under the category of textual meaning because the headline constitutes the 

information centre of a news text in that it specifies its gist, governs its information 

inclusion and distribution, and subsequently functions to manage textual organization 

at the macro-level. I will analyse the topics covered by the headlines in CMD first.

A particularly interesting phenomenon here is the conspicuous uniformity in the 

central themes across the topics opted, with an equally visible diversity within the 

homogeneity. As Table 3.32 indicates, the topics covered in CMD centre around two 

major themes. First, greatest prominence is allocated to overt accusations of and 

negative comments on the stance of Lee and the Taiwan authorities, which make up 

53.2% of all the topics selected. Second, notable prominence is also assigned to the 

promotion of the policies of mainland China in dealing with the Taiwan issue and the 
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commitments of various international parties to the ‘one China’ policy. Topics related 

to this theme constitute 21.5% of the overall topics. Altogether, three quarters of all the 

topics covered in CMD range under these two central themes. 

Table 3.32 Topics selected in CMD

General topic Specific topic No. Percentage
Stressing ‘one China’ policy 11 3.7%
Promoting ‘one country, two systems’ and calling for 
peaceful reunification

7 2.4%

Stressing status of Taiwan and internal nature of the 
Taiwan issue

2 0.7%

China’s policy

Subtotal 20 6.8%
U.S. 5 1.7%
UN and other foreign countries 34 11.6%
China welcoming such commitment 4 1.4%

International 
commitment 
to ‘one China’ 
policy Subtotal 43 14.7%

Accusing U.S. stance and arms sales 19 6.5%
Talks with U.S. 2 0.7%

Sino-U.S. 
relations/
issues Subtotal 21 7.2%

Denouncing Taiwan’s UN bid 7 2.4%
Denouncing Taiwan’s resort to foreign powers and TMD 5 1.7%

Denouncing 
Taiwan’s 
international 
participation

Subtotal 12 4.1%

Accusations from various domestic parties 56 19.1%
Accusations from the Chinese Government 18 6.1%
Taiwan parties accusing Lee 7 2.4%
Foreign parties accusing Lee 5 1.7%

Direct 
accusations of 
Lee and 
Taiwan’s 
stance Subtotal 86 29.3%

Defining the separatist nature of Lee 23 7.9%
Negative comments on Lee and Taiwan 19 6.5%
Dire consequences of Lee’s remarks 18 6.1%
Declaring that Lee is doomed to failure 10 3.4%

Negatively 
commenting 
on Lee and 
Taiwan’s 
stance Subtotal 70 23.9%
Urging Lee and Taiwan to stop separatism 8 2.7%

Military exercises/power/readiness 7 2.4%
Criticizing Lee/backing reunification 4 1.4%
Military option open 2 0.7%

Military news 
on PLA

Subtotal 13 4.5%
China’s determination to guard integrity and fight separatists 10 3.4%
Developments in cross-Straits exchanges 10 3.4%
Total 293 100%

The force of the accusation is not only intensified by the repeated occurrences of 

headlines pertaining to the same theme, but also reinforced by the recurrence of the 
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same syntactic structures within the group of headlines. In this case, the two overriding 

syntactic structures read: NP1 (naming the accuser) + Verb (realizing the accusation) + 

NP2 (naming the accused), and NP (naming the accused) + VVN (past participle of the 

verb realizing the accusation). Typical examples of the first and second include (96) to 

(99) and (100) to (102) respectively:

(96) Chinese Officials Refute Taiwan Leader’s Remarks 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

(97) Bangladeshi Organization Condemns Lee Teng-hui’s Separatist Remarks 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 23 July 1999)

(98) Taiwan Business People Slam Lee Teng-hui’s Splittist Remarks 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 11 August 1999)

(99) People In Eastern China Criticize Lee’s Separatist Remarks 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 6 August 1999)

(100) Lee Teng-hui’s Dangerous Step Censured (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 24 

July 1999)

(101) Lee Teng-hui’s “Two Nations” Theory Refuted (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 

25 July 1999)

(102) Lee Teng-hui’s “Two States” Statement Severely Condemned 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 1 September 1999)

Within the single central theme of accusing Lee’s stance and the homogeneous 

syntactic structures, a multitude of parties are involved in the accusation 

simultaneously. In addition to the Chinese Government, various domestic groups are 

brought in, as are a few Taiwan and foreign parties. The range of the parties included 

in the pool of accusers adds up to the intensity and force of the accusation. The verbs 

selected include refute, lash out, condemn, slam, criticize, lambaste, denounce, rebut, 
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contradict, blast, and disagree with. The diversity of the verbs is paralleled with their 

uniformity in connotation, i.e. the opposition to Lee’s stance is not only rational but 

also emotional. The target of the accusation is unanimously Lee’s remarks and views 

taking the shape of different phrasal forms, typically Lee Teng-hui’s Separatist 

Remarks and Lee Teng-hui’s Splittist Remarks. Realized in the two recurring syntactic 

structures, the repeated accusations from a multiplicity of parties directed towards the 

single target work to impinge upon the readers’ minds forcefully. 

The second most prominent theme is the negative comments on Lee Teng-hui and the 

Taiwan authorities’ views. Topics under this theme account for 23.9% of all the ones 

selected. These topics cover a variety of essential aspects, including defining the 

‘separatist’ nature of Lee’s remarks, as in examples (103) through (105); pointing out 

their ‘dire’ consequences, as in examples (106) through (108); and forecasting the 

‘doomed’ destiny of Lee’s attempt, as in examples (109) through (111):

(103) “Two-States Theory”: Political Gamble Aimed at Splitting Country 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

(104) To the Point Separatist Motive Revealed (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 13 July 

1999)

(105) Lee a Sinner in History for Splitting Motherland (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 

21 July 1999)

(106) “Statehood” Remarks Ruin Cross-Straits Ties (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 

September 1999)

(107) “Two-States” Remarks to Bring Calamity to Taiwan 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 4 August 1999)
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(108) “Two States” Remarks Threaten Peace in Asia-Pacific Region 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 25 August 1999)

(109) Lee Teng-hui’s Separatist Attempt Doomed to Failure 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 20 July 1999) 

(110) Separatist Scheme Doomed (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

(111) Lee’s Attempt to Split China Doomed to Failure (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 9 

September 1999)

As a collective, these topics reinforce the verbal accusations and permeate the reader 

with a strong sense of negativity of Lee’s remarks. 

In propagating the international community’s commitments to the ‘one China’ policy, 

the similar strategy is employed. This central theme is realized mostly in one syntactic 

structure, i.e. NP1 (naming the committer) + Verb (realizing the commitment) + NP2 

(naming the object to which NP1 is committed to). Typical examples include:

(112) U.S. Reaffirms “One China” Policy (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 14 July 1999)

(113) South Africa, Singapore Reiterate One-China Stand 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 16 July 1999)

(114) EU Supports “One China” Principle (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 22 July 

1999)

(115) UN Chief Reiterates “One China” Policy (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 30 July 

1999)

Parties appearing in the position of NP1 range from international and regional 

organizations such as UN, EU and ASEAN, to countries such as the U.S., France, and 

Cambodia. The verbs used here are all associated with commitment or support: the 
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most typical two are reiterate and reaffirm, and others include support, stress, abide by, 

stick to, and uphold. The objective of reaching the ‘one China’ policy remains 

basically the same all through. The prominence given to the reiterated commitments to 

the ‘one China’ policy from such a big group of parties is due not so much to their 

news value as to the intention of the discourse producers to generate and sustain a 

consciousness of extensive support to the policy of mainland China. 

Propagation of international commitments to the ‘one China’ policy is paralleled by 

the self-promotion of the mainland China policies in dealing with the Taiwan issue. 

Here, all the main principles are covered, including those of ‘one China’, ‘one country, 

two systems’, and ‘peaceful reunification’. Typical examples include:

(116) Seminar Calls For China’s Peaceful Reunification (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 

12 July 1999)

(117) ARATS Official Stresses “One China” Policy (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 13 

July 1999)

(118) Taiwanese Should Better Understand “One Country, Two Systems” Principle 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 19 August 1999)

(119) “One China” Principle: Foundation for Peaceful Reunification 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July 1999)

Jointly, internal promotion and external commitments work to create and maintain a 

justified dominating position of the mainland China policies in the Taiwan issue. 

The remaining topics close in upon five other themes, namely, Sino-U.S. relations, the 

military force of mainland China, mainland China’s determination to guard 
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sovereignty and fight separatists, developments in cross-Straits exchanges, and 

mainland China’s urging Lee and the Taiwan authorities to stop separatism. Topics 

related to Sino-U.S. relations centre around mainland China’s accusations of the U.S. 

Taiwan supporters and the U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, as the following examples show: 

(120) China Criticizes U.S. Congressional Amendment for Supporting Lee Teng-hui 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 24 July 1999)

(121) China Lodges Strong Protest Against U.S. Arms Sales To Taiwan 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 3 August 1999)

(122) Xinhua Commentary Criticizes U.S. Official’s Remarks on Taiwan Question 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 10 September 1999)

At this point, it is safe to claim that the limited dominating themes of the newstexts in 

CMD actually converge into one leading theme, that is, to propagate, legitimize, and 

promote policies and views of or favourable to mainland China. The following analysis 

of the headlines of AMD, however, shows a more heterogeneous picture. 

In terms of the distribution of prominence, Table 3.33 demonstrates an extraordinary 

non-uniformity among the topics covered in AMD. Voices from the two sides of 

mainland China and Taiwan take up more than one third of the overall topics each, and 

those from the U.S. and other international parties take up the remaining one quarter. 

There is no dominating party on the stage.

Table 3.33 Topics selected in AMD 

General topic Specific topic No. Percentag
e
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Accusing Lee and Taiwan’s stand 10 4.2%
Warning Lee and Taiwan 11 4.6%
Opposing Taiwan’s UN bid, resort to U.S. help, and 
independence vote

5 2.1%

Rejecting Taiwan’s effort to cool the tension 4 1.7%

Beijing against 
Taiwan 

Subtotal 30 12.6%
China’s claim for military option 13 5.4%
China’s military exercises, power, and alertness 24 10.1%
Vowing not to use nuclear weapons 2 0.8%

Military 
reports: China

Subtotal 39 16.3%
Warning against U.S. and foreign intervention 5 2.1%
Accusing U.S. involvement and arms sales 3 1.3%
Fear of and concern over U.S. involvement 2 0.8%

China’s 
concern over 
foreign 
intervention Subtotal 10 4.2%

Mainland China: media, spy scandal, anti-war 
advocates, and economy

5 2.1%

Hong Kong: media and stocks 5 2.1%

China’s 
internal 
situation

Subtotal 10 4.2%
Subtotal: the voice of mainland China 89 37.3%

Lee and Taiwan sticking to statehood claim 21 8.8%
Claiming democracy 3 1.3%

Taiwan 
against Beijing

Subtotal 24 10.1%
Lee and Taiwan’s effort to cool the tension 11 4.6%
Internal Situation in Taiwan; attitude of the Taiwanese people 20 8.4%
Taiwan’s international participation 8 3.3%

Responding to China’s military exercises 15 6.3%
Taiwan’s military power and needs 8 3.3%

Military 
report: Taiwan

Subtotal 23 9.6%
Subtotal: the voice of Taiwan 86 36.0%
Other aspects of cross-Straits relations 11 4.6%

Warning or reacting to China’s military option 7 2.9%
Sino-U.S. relations and related issues 9 3.8%
U.S.-Taiwan relations and related issues 14 5.9%
Mediating between the two sides 6 2.5%

The U.S. role

Subtotal 36 15.1%
International concern over the issue 17 7.0%
Total 239 100%

Besides the difference in the general scenario, specific topics concerning mainland 

China in AMD differ from those in CMD, too. Primary attention is directed towards 

issues related to the military power and exercises of mainland China as well as its 

claim of the military option. Typical examples include:

(123) War Games Reported as Taiwan Dispute Heats Up (http://www.cnn.com, 20 July 

1999)
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(124) Security Expert: China Can Take Taiwan Without Firing a Shot 

(http://www.cnn.com, 29 July 1999)

(125) Report: Beijing Won’t Rule Out Military Force to Counter Taiwan 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

(126) Focus -- China Flaunts Military Might Amid Taiwan Row 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 10 September 1999)

In the AMD corpus, the prominence of mainland China’s accusations of and negative 

comments on Lee and the Taiwan authorities is considerably reduced when compared 

with that in the CMD corpus. Further, in the AMD corpus, it is the warnings and 

accusations mainland China issue towards Lee and the Taiwan authorities that are 

prioritized, unlike the all-round comments on the nature, consequences, and destiny of 

them in CMD. The other two aspects that are significant in the AMD corpus centre 

around mainland China’s concern over foreign intervention and China’s internal 

situation. With the former, mainland China is warning foreign parties not to intervene, 

accusing the U.S. of its arms sales to Taiwan, and fearing the U.S. involvement. With 

the latter, a variety of aspects, chiefly negative, of the internal situation of mainland 

China are reported, such as:

(127) China Struggles With Weak Economy, Taiwan Tension  

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 21 July 1999)

(128) China Democrats Oppose Any Armed Attack on Taiwan 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 16 August 1999)

(129) Chinese General Executed For Spying For Taiwan (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

13 September 1999)

(130) China Said to Freeze Army Wage Rise in Spy Scandal (http://www.cnn.com, 14 

September 1999)
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Notably, most of these topics are out of the picture of CMD. Taking all these into 

account, we can see that in AMD, mainland China is not only directly opposing Lee 

and the Taiwan authorities, both militarily and verbally, but also trying to warn off 

international parties. The policies mainland China advocates are not heavily reported; 

nor is the international support it receives. 

The most salient distinction lies in the space given to the voice of Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities. In CMD, their perspectives are mainly positioned as the target of 

condemnations, and they themselves as the party constantly accused, warned, or urged 

to take certain actions. In AMD, however, they have equal opportunities to air their 

views and policies. Here, the most remarkable prominence is attached to the stance Lee 

and the Taiwan authorities take against mainland China, particularly their statehood 

and democracy claims. Typical examples include: 

(131) Lee Stands Firm -- Taiwan’s President Reaffirms His Controversial Remarks on 

the Island’s Status (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(132) Taiwan Calls Democracy Key to “One China” (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 

July 1999)

(133) In Volley of Harsh Words, Taiwanese Leader Fires Back at China 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 26 July 1999)

(134) Taiwan VP Vows No Letup in Demand for Equality (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

30 August 1999)

Such claims are all pointedly against mainland China’s views and policies. Whereas in 

CMD, these views and polices are explicitly discredited, in AMD, they are placed in 
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juxtaposition with mainland China’s counterattacks. The second largest group of topics 

projecting Taiwan’s voice focus on Taiwan’s response to mainland China’s military 

exercises, and Taiwan’s military power and needs. Typical examples include:

(135) Amid Tension with China, Taiwan Rolls out Upgraded Tanks 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 17 August 1999)

(136) Taiwan Candidate Wants A-bombs to Counter China 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 22 August 1999)

(137) Taiwan’s President Says Economic Problems Keep China from Military Action 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 9 September 1999)

(138) It Takes More Than War Games to Make the Taiwanese Jittery 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 15 September 1999)

This focus constitutes a tit-for-tat of the large proportion of military reports on 

mainland China. 

Topics on the other three aspects concerning Taiwan, including Taiwan’s internal 

situation, its efforts to cool down the tension, and its seeking international participation, 

parallel those on similar aspects concerning mainland China. While AMD highlights 

the negative aspects of the internal situation of mainland China, it puts more emphasis 

on the favourable side of the situation in Taiwan and the supportive attitudes of the 

Taiwanese parties towards the Taiwan authorities. Examples of these include:

(139) Taiwan Stocks Seen Rebounding Despite China Row 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

(140) Taiwan’s China Shift Wins Support Despite Tension (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

18 July 1999)
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(141) Lee’s Statehood Assertion Resonates with Taiwanese 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 25 July 1999)

(142) Interview -- Taiwan Touts Robust Economic Foundation 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 11 September 1999)

Topics on Lee’s efforts to cool down the tension, such as (143) through (145), are 

juxtaposed with those on mainland China’s rejection of such efforts, such as (146) 

through (148):

(143) Lee Steps Back -- Taiwanese President Denies Policy Toward China Has Changed 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 14 July 1999)

(144) Taiwan Plans To Clarify China Policy (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(145) Taiwan Renews Pledges for Talks with China (http://www.cnn.com, 25 July 1999)

(146) Focus -- China Spurns Softer Rhetoric from Taiwan (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

22 July 1999)

(147) China Rejects Taiwan President’s Effort to Cool Crisis (http://www.cnn.com, 29 

July 1999)

(148) China Rejects Taiwan Clarification on Ties (http://www.cnn.com, 30 July 1999)

Meanwhile, mainland China’s denial of Taiwan’s international participation and 

recognition are accompanied by Taiwan’s incessant endeavour and partial success in 

this line, such as:

(149) Papua New Guinea Seeks Strong Taiwan Trade Ties (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

26 July 1999)

(150) Taiwan Steps up Macedonia Projects After Kosovo (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

28 July 1999)
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(151) Taiwan Wins Central American Backing for UN Bid (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

10 August 1999)

In all cases, a strong sense of pointed opposition between mainland China and Taiwan 

is created and maintained through topic selection in AMD. In addition, AMD 

demonstrates a strong tendency to publicize conditions favourable to the Taiwan 

authorities. Such cases do not exist in CMD at all. 

Finally, while the Taiwan issue is presented as an internal issue of China in CMD, it is 

more internationalized in AMD. In the first place, the U.S. role in the issue is 

emphasized. It is handling bilateral relations with mainland China and Taiwan in its 

own way, supporting or opposing them in one way or another. Some examples are: 

(152) U.S. Quietly Expands Military Ties to Taiwan (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 23 

July 1999)

(153) Despite Taiwan, Signs of Mending Appear in U.S.-Chinese Relations  

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 25 July 1999)

(154) Clinton Reassures Jiang on “One-China” Policy (http://www.cnn.com, 19 July 

1999)

(155) U.S. Envoy Begins Talks with Taiwan Officials (http://www.cnn.com, 23 July 

1999)

At the same time, it is mediating between the two sides, demanding them to take 

certain actions towards resolving the issue, or reacting vehemently to mainland 

China’s claim of its military option, as the following examples show:
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(156) U.S. Sends Envoys To China, Taiwan To Press Peace 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

(157) Clinton Urges China-Taiwan Have “Peaceful Dialogue” 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

(158) Clinton Cautions China on Force Against Taiwan (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 

20 July 1999)

(159) Talking Tough on Taiwan -- Washington Warns China Not to Attack Taiwan 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 15 July 1999)

In short, the U.S. is given a fairly significant role in the Taiwan issue. The issue is also 

projected as a matter that has exerted a considerable influence, chiefly negative, on the 

international community, thus arousing extensive international concern. Typical 

examples of these include:

(160) China Casts Large Shadow at ASEAN Due to Taiwan 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 24 July 1999)

(161) China-Taiwan Tensions Shadow Asia Security Forum (http://www.cnn.com, 27 

July 1999)

(162) Annan Urges Talks in “Disturbing” China-Taiwan Row 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 19 July 1999)

(163) Japan May Propose New Steps on Taiwan at ASEAN (http://www.cnn.com, 25 

July 1999)

To summarize, whereas CMD consistently and exclusively propagates and maintains 

the views and polices favourable to mainland China, AMD grants mainland China and 

Taiwan an equal status, on the basis of which it creates a sense of equitable yet pointed 

opposition between them. Notably, reportage of favourable conditions to Taiwan 
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surpasses that of those to mainland China. At the same time, AMD also makes the 

Taiwan issue more open to the international community, with the U.S. playing a 

significant role in it. The differences between the two corpora in topic selection 

correspond to the respective preoccupations and underlying ideologies of the Chinese 

and American societies. 

3.4.2 Thematic structure

As Nunan suggests, ‘when moving beyond the sentence to discourse, the issue of 

thematization becomes particularly important as the writer has to arrange information 

in terms of given/new and also in terms of thematic prominence’ (1993: 47). As the 

point of departure of the message, the ‘theme’ expresses the primary concern of the 

clause. In this section, I will focus on thematization in the first clauses of the leads of 

all the newstexts in the two corpora. This choice is based on two considerations. First, 

since the lead summarizes the key information of a news text, the theme of its first 

clause functions as the point of departure of the message not only of the clause itself, 

but also of the whole news text. In other words, an eye into thematic prominence in the 

first clause of the lead should bring forth significant information on the major concerns 

of the overall news text. Second, since the magnitude of an exhaustive thematic 

analysis of the two corpora makes it practically out of reach of the thesis, I have to aim 

at the best feasible sample out of the huge stock. 

Table 3.34 Theme selection in CMD

General/specific type of topical theme No. Percentage
Top Chinese leaders and government officials 46 15.7%
Civil Chinese individuals and groups 24 8.2%
Pro-China foreign leaders and groups 21 7.2%
Pro-unification Taiwan individuals and groups 12 4.1%
Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities 17 5.8%

People

Some U.S. China-haters 1 0.3%
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Subtotal 121 41.3%
Xinhua News Agency, People’s Daily, and their 
commentaries

39 13.4%

Other Chinese newspapers, journals, and articles 8 2.7%
Newspapers in Taiwan (against Lee’s view) 1 0.3%
A French newspaper Nouvelles d'Europe (anti-Lee) 1 0.3%

Media

Subtotal 49 16.7%
Pro-China Foreign countries and governments 18 6.2%
China/the Chinese Government 17 5.8%

Countries and 
governments

Subtotal 35 12.0%
Official Chinese organizations 12 4.1%
Pro-China Foreign organizations 7 2.4%
The PLA 5 1.8%
Anti-Lee Taiwan organizations 2 0.7%
Pro-Lee Taiwan organization 1 0.3%
Pro-Taiwan U.S. organization 1 0.3%

Organizations

Subtotal 28 9.6%
Lee Teng-hui’s remarks and plot to split the motherland 22 7.5%
One of Lee Teng-hui’s aims 6 2.1%
The issue of Taiwan and China’s reactions 3 1.0%
The ‘one China’ principle and related topics 3 1.0%
Conferences and seminars 3 1.0%
Unfavourable U.S. actions/ Sino-U.S. relations 4 1.4%
The major developments of the 90s 1 0.3%

Events and 
issues

Subtotal 42 14.3%
Subtotal: unmarked themes 275 93.9%

Circumstances for the behaviour of Lee Teng-hui, the 
Taiwan authorities, and pro-Taiwan foreign subjects

13 4.4%

Circumstances for the behaviour of Chinese and pro-
China foreign subjects

5 1.7%

Marked 
themes

Subtotal 18 6.1%
Total 293 100%

In a declarative clause, the ‘unmarked theme’ is the element that is also the ‘subject’ in 

the ‘mood’ structure, whereas a ‘theme’ that is something other than the ‘subject’ is 

referred to as a ‘marked theme’ (Halliday, 1994: 44). For my analysis, two aspects are 

of particular interest, that is, the categories of subjects receiving consistent prominence 

as unmarked themes, and those of the circumstantial elements positioned as marked 

themes. Both lead up to generalizations of what the discourse producers systematically 

background. It is important to keep in mind that I am dealing with ‘topical theme’ in 

both cases, i.e. the experiential element in the theme (Halliday, 1994: 52). 
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As Table 3.34 shows, in CMD, unmarked themes account for 93.9% of the overall

initial themes. These themes fall into five major categories: people, media, 

organizations, countries and governments, and events and issues. The first four 

categories can be further generalized as an ‘actor/speaker’ group in the broad sense as 

against the fifth one. 

The ‘actor/speaker’ group constitutes an overriding majority, adding up to 79.6% of 

the total themes. The official Chinese ‘actors/speakers’ dominate in all these categories, 

while Lee and the Taiwan authorities are marginalized. In the ‘people’ category, top 

Chinese leaders and government officials take the leading position, with their voices 

strengthened by the wide support of a number of civil Chinese, Taiwan and foreign 

individuals and groups. Examples of these include:

(164) Chinese President Jiang Zemin reiterated China’s solemn stand on the Taiwan 

issue (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 19 July 1999)

(165) Members of China’s non-communist parties on July 14 refuted the separatist 

remarks … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

(166) James Soong, former governor of Taiwan province on July 14 announced a clear 

disagreement with Lee Tung-hui’s “state-to-state” allegation. 

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 15 July 1999)

(167) Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov Tuesday reiterated Russia’s stance of 

adhering to the “One China” policy. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 21 July

1999) 

Lee and the Taiwan authorities, however, have but one sole ally, i.e. ‘some U.S. China-

haters’. Positions in the ‘media’ and ‘countries and governments’ categories, more 
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strikingly, are taken exclusively by Chinese and pro-China bodies. In the former, 

China’s official Xinhua News Agency and People’s Daily, along with their 

commentaries, are prioritized. A few other Chinese, Taiwan and foreign newspapers, 

journals and articles air similar views. In the latter, China’s stance is intensified by a 

larger number of other countries and governments. Typical examples include:

(168) The Xinhua News Agency Friday released a commentator’s article entitled “Fight 

Lee Teng-hui’s Separatist Attempt to the End.” (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 20 

September 1999)

(169) People’s Daily published a commentary today criticizing Lee Teng-hui for his 

“two states” statement. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 29 July 1999)

(170) The central government will continue to encourage Taiwan businesses to invest in 

the mainland … (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 6 August 1999)

(171) Latin American countries have reiterated their “One China” policy …  

(http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 23 July 1999)

Situation in the ‘organization’ category resembles that in the ‘people’ category: official 

Chinese organizations rank first in terms of prominence, and their stand is shared by 

diverse organizations home and abroad. Pro-Lee Taiwan and foreign groups are 

limited in number. The analysis shows that in selecting the points of departure of 

messages, CMD consistently and systematically prioritizes Chinese and pro-China 

actors/speakers. To background such themes helps to naturalize both the official voices 

of mainland China made by government officials, official media and organizations, 

and the extensive support they receive from the wide range of people, media, 

organizations and countries.  
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The fifth category in the table consists of related events and issues. Dominating the 

themes in this category are nominal groups denoting Lee’s remarks and the U.S. move 

favourable to him on the one hand, and China’s definition of the nature of Lee’s 

activities on the other. Notably, the former are backgrounded primarily as targets of 

severe criticisms or causes of negative consequences. Examples of these follow:

(172) The “two states” statement by Taiwan leader Lee Teng-hui has seriously 

undermined relations across the Taiwan Straits … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 

12 August 1999)

(173) Lee Teng-hui’s attempt to split China has aroused immense indignation among the 

Chinese people at home and abroad … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 20 July 

1999)

(174) The crucial point of Lee Tenghui’s “two nations” theory is to negate the one-

China principle. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 25 July 1999)

Notice that in (167), Lee Teng-hui’s attempt to split China is presupposed. This 

presupposition not only naturalizes a particular characterization of Lee’s behaviour, 

but also takes in the presupposition bundled in split, i.e. China is a united whole. 

Finally, the relatively few marked themes deserve a close check, too, because the 

markedness of them alone implies extra importance of the marked elements. Here, the 

circumstantial elements of the activities of Lee, the Taiwan authorities and pro-Taiwan 

foreign subjects dominate. Apart from the ordinary temporal and spatial elements, 

several heavily loaded circumstantial elements are particularly significant. Some 

background the worldwide criticism directed at Lee before introducing Lee’s activities, 

such as: 
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(175) Under strong criticism from Taiwan and the rest of the world for his ‘two states’ 

remark, Lee Teng-hui has repeated that … (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 6 

August 1999)

(176) While the world is still criticizing what Taiwan’s capricious “president” Lee 

Teng-hui defines as a “state-to-state” relationship between Taiwan and the 

mainland, his … (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 13 August 1999) 

In both examples, the criticism on Lee is presupposed. The presentation of this 

information as given, known has a strong positioning effect on the reader, i.e. they are 

assumed to share this knowledge with the writer. Other thematic circumstantial 

elements background and presuppose the means by which Lee exposes his ‘goal of 

splitting up the motherland’ or the motivation of Taiwan’s allies for initiating a 

proposal to the UN to discuss about Taiwan’s ‘representation’ in the organization, such 

as:

(177) By writing his “special state-to-state” statement into the Kuomintang’s document, 

Lee Teng-hui has exposed his brazen goal of splitting up the motherland … 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 15 September 1999)  

(178) Baited by money from Taiwan, a dozen African, Central American, Caribbean and 

Pacific countries are planning to repay the island for its generosity … 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn, 18 August 1999)

Meanwhile, among the few marked circumstantial elements of the activities of Chinese 

and pro-China subjects, we find instances backgrounding emphatic criticism on Lee, 

too. For example:
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(179) Pinpointing Lee Teng-hui’s separatist remarks recently made in undermining the 

one-China principle, Professor granted an interview to the People’s Daily

journalist. (http://www.peopledaily.com.cn, 20 July 1999)

Table 3.35 shows that the thematic structure in AMD takes a different shape. Although 

the basic categories of themes are the same as those in CMD, the proportion of and 

specific theme types in each category differ significantly. 

As in CMD, the ‘actor/speaker’ group also prevails in AMD. However, most 

prominent here is not the ‘people’ category, but the category of ‘countries, regions, and 

governments’. Whereas in CMD, only China and pro-China foreign countries are 

present, in AMD, Taiwan, Taipei, and the Taiwan Government compete with China, 

Beijing, and the Chinese Government for space. Foreign countries are limited in 

number but varied in stance. Though some are reverting to or expressing support for 

the ‘one China’ policy, most of them are expressing concerns over the situation, or 

rather, supporting Taiwan explicitly. Examples of these follow.

Table 3.35 Theme selection in AMD

General/specific type of topical theme No. Percentag
e

Chinese officials and civil groups 14 5.3%
Pro-China Taiwan and foreign people 7 2.9%
Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwan authorities 22 9.2%
Pro-Taiwan foreign groups 7 2.9%
Concerned foreign parties 9 3.9%

People

Subtotal 59 24.7%
China’s newspapers, China’s state media 5 2.1%
Taiwan media 1 0.4%
The independent Sunday Morning Post 1 0.4%

Media

Subtotal 7 2.9%



Chapter 3 Discourse as Text and Discursive Practice

120

China, Beijing, The Chinese government 56 23.5%
Taiwan, Taipei, Taiwan’s government 27 11.3%
U.S., Papua New Guinea, Japan, Taiwan’s allies 9 3.8%
China and Russian, The U.S. and China, Taiwan and
China

3 1.3%

Countries, 
regions, and 
governments

Subtotal 95 39.8%
China’s army 5 2.1%
Taiwan’s armed forces and defense ministry 3 1.3%
Taiwan’s ruling Nationalist Party, Taiwan carrier China 
Airlines

3 1.3%

A self-proclaimed Chinese opposition party 1 0.4%

Organizations

Subtotal 12 5.0%
Lee’s statement 6 2.5%
Taiwan-China tensions 5 2.1%
Military topics 5 2.1%
Topics related to Taiwan’s internal situation 6 2.5%
Topics related to China and Hong Kong 2 0.8%
Topics related to the United States 2 0.8%
The talk at Asia’s annual security forum 1 0.4%

Events and 
issues

Subtotal 27 11.3%
Subtotal: unmarked themes 200 83.7%

Circumstances for the behaviour of Lee and the Taiwan 
authorities

18 7.5%

Circumstances for the behaviour of mainland Chinese 
subjects

11 4.6%

Circumstances for the behaviour of U.S. subjects 5 2.1%
Circumstances for the behaviour of other foreign subjects 5 2.1%

Marked 
themes

Subtotal 39 16.3%
Total 239 100%

(180) Taiwan’s government on Saturday marshaled huge state funds to defend the 

country’s stock market … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 17 July 1999)

(181) Taipei said on Tuesday it was possible to fulfill the dream of embracing Taiwan in 

a unified “one China” … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

(182) The United States, drawing …, today warned China it would not tolerate a violent 

solution to the future of Taiwan. (http://www.cnn.com, 15 July 1999)

(183) Japan may make a new proposal to defuse tensions between China and Taiwan … 

(http://www.cnn.com, 25 July 1999)

In the ‘people’ category, Lee and the Taiwan authorities outnumber Chinese officials, 

and the number of pro-Taiwan foreign parties equal that of pro-China ones. There is 
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yet another group of foreign people iterating various concerns over the issue. Examples 

of these include:

(184) President Lee Teng-hui on Tuesday stood behind his claim that Taiwan and China 

are two states … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 20 July 1999)

(185) Taiwan Vice President Lien Chan on Monday vowed no letup in the island's 

struggle with China if he is elected president … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 30 

August 1999)

(186) Foreign ministers of six Central American countries say they support Taiwan’s 

efforts to rejoin the United Nations … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 10 August 

1999)

(187) U.S. President Clinton urged restraint Wednesday as U.S. officials flew to China 

and Taiwan to defuse a crisis triggered by Taiwan’s declaration that …

(http://www.cnn.com, 21 July 1999)

In the ‘organizations’ category, an opposition exists between the armed forces of the 

two sides, and the rest of them are either Taiwan organizations or a Chinese opposition 

party. The ‘media’ category is relatively minor in importance. Even so, support is no 

longer monopolized by China. In general, there is a tendency for the Chinese and 

Taiwan ‘actors/speakers’ in the initial thematic positions in AMD to compete with 

each other equally, and for others to distribute almost evenly in terms of their support 

for China or Taiwan.

In the ‘events and issues’ category, dominating types include Lee’s statement and 

topics related to Taiwan’s internal situation on the one hand, and the cross-Straits 

tension and military topics on the other. Lee’s statement here is backgrounded not as 
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something extensively criticized, but as a ‘well-calculated’ ‘bold’ move widely 

supported by the Taiwanese. In addition, positive topics on the internal situation of 

Taiwan outnumber negative ones. Look at the following examples:

(188) President Lee Teng-hui’s bold new declaration on Taiwan’s statehood may have 

been a well-calculated move … (http://www.cnn.com, 17 July 1999)

(189) President Lee Teng-hui’s recent affirmation of Taiwan’s statehood is supported by 

the “vast majority” of Taiwanese … (http://www.cnn.com, 12 September 1999)

(190) Taiwan shares are expected to rally this week, buoyed by government stimulus 

measures … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

(191) A Taiwan public opinion poll published on Sunday found that 73.3 percent of 

island residents support President Lee Teng-hui’s controversial “two state” view 

of Taiwan-China relations. (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 July 1999)

Finally, let us look at the marked themes in AMD. The proportion of marked themes in 

AMD is considerably larger than that in CMD. The majority of these are circumstantial 

elements for the behaviours of Lee and the Taiwan authorities or Chinese subjects. 

Interestingly, in both groups, the political and military tension between the two sides 

are backgrounded and presupposed. Examples of these include: 

(192) Facing steady military threats from mainland China, Taiwan said on Wednesday 

it needed the protection of a proposed regional anti-missile system … 

(http://www.abcnews.go.com, 18 August 1999)  

(193) After incurring Beijing’s wrath by affirming its statehood, Taiwan on Thursday 

launched a renewed attempt to enter the United Nations … (http://www.cnn.com, 

12 August 1999)
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(194) In retaliation for Taiwan’s new assertion of statehood, China will scrap plans for 

an envoy’s visit to the island … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 26 July 1999)   

(195) Continuing its show of military might, China’s army is planning large-scale 

exercises on the coast across from Taiwan … (http://www.abcnews.go.com, 5 

September 1999)   

Other marked themes are circumstances for the behaviours of U.S. and other foreign 

subjects. Most of them, again, presuppose the tension between the two sides, with 

some backgrounding the problems the tension has posed to these parties. Some 

examples of these are:

(196) With Beijing fuming over Taiwan’s recent assertion of statehood, Washington’s 

top liaison with Taiwan began emergency meetings today … (http://www.cnn.com, 

23 July 1999)

(197) Amid flaring tensions between China and Taiwan, foreign reporters in Beijing 

must watch their language … (http://www.cnn.com, 20 July 1999) 

(198) Warning a “regional Armageddon” could result, Australian Foreign Minister 

Alexander Downer said Sunday he would urge China not to use force …

(http://www.cnn.com, 5 September 1999) 

Through the comparison of the thematic structures of the initial clauses of the news 

leads in the two corpora, we can see that by systematically backgrounding different 

themes, marked or unmarked, the two corpora of news discourse are doing drastically 

different things. CMD consistently backgrounds the wide variety of Chinese and pro-

China actors/speakers, naturalizing the support mainland China’s policies receive. It 

also backgrounds and/or presupposes the criticisms directed to Lee Teng-hui and the 
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Taiwan authorities either by placing them in thematic positions or by placing 

circumstantial elements indicating such criticisms as marked themes. Contrastively, in 

AMD, thematic positions are distributed more evenly between Chinese and pro-China 

‘actors/speakers’ on the one hand, and Taiwan and pro-Taiwan ones on the other. 

Foreign parties expressing concerns over the issue are also given some room. The 

effect is that the two sides are voicing opposing viewpoints on an equal footing, with 

the third parities expressing varied opinions on the issue. Besides, AMD also seeks to 

background the political and military tension between the two sides through related 

event/issue themes and marked themes. 

3.5 Summary

With the detailed comparative analysis above, I shall now close the chapter with a 

summary of the discussions and their implications. At this point, I wish to draw 

attention on the following three key points. 

First, at the descriptive level, the linguistic analysis has demonstrated significant 

discrepancies between the discursive strategies employed by the two corpora. Such 

discrepancies have been found in all the linguistic dimensions examined.

Second, at the interpretative level, such descriptive discrepancies mean that the 

language in the two corpora of news discourse functions in ways contrastive to each 

other. Ideationally, CMD systematically reproduces and represents those aspects of the 

social realities that are in favour of the policies and stances of mainland China and to 

the disadvantage of Lee and the Taiwan authorities. AMD keeps the picture more 

heterogeneous, emphasizing the oppositional yet equal exchanges of words or action 
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between the two sides. It also highlights such problematic aspects of the issue as the 

possibility of war, the ideological differences between the two sides, and the concern 

of it to the international community. Interpersonally, CMD identifies mainland China 

as the dominating party on the stage enjoying favourable relationships with other 

parties. Lee and the Taiwan authorities are largely isolated and marginalized. No 

substantial role is assigned to the U.S. or other foreign parities, either. In AMD, no 

party dominates the scene. Rather, mainland China and Taiwan are positioned as 

oppositional equals. The U.S. is also given a significant role to play. Textually, CMD 

has opted for such topics that are again to the advantage of mainland China’s polices 

and stances and disadvantage of Lee and the Taiwan authorities in terms of topic 

control; it also systematically backgrounds such themes as Chinese and pro-China 

speakers/actors as actively voicing or supporting mainland China’s policies, or Lee and 

the Taiwan authorities as targets of criticism. AMD has selected topics that convey a 

sense of equal opposition between mainland China and Taiwan, or a sense of 

importance of the U.S. itself in the issue. The presuppositions in the backgrounded 

themes in AMD differ from those in CMD, too. Notably, the contrast between the 

relatively monologic, homogeneous nature of the discourses in CMD and the polylogic, 

heterogeneous nature of those in AMD finds expression in all levels of analysis.    

Finally, to find out the implications of the interpretation of such systematic descriptive 

discrepancies, we need to seek in-depth explanation from the wider socio-ideological 

contexts, that is, the underlying ideologies of the two societies using the language. The 

next chapter details this agenda. 
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CHAPTER FOUR

CONTEXTS OF THE DISCURSIVE EVENT

As mentioned in Chapter Two, CDA sees a dialectical relationship between discourse 

and ideology, and embraces the actual analysis with a three-dimensional framework. In 

the previous chapter, I have approached discourse as text and discursive practice at the 

descriptive and interpretative levels. Therefore, in this chapter, it remains for us to 

explore the third dimension of the analysis, that is, discourse as social practice, at the 

explanatory level. 

The purpose of this dimension of analysis is to seek the socio-ideological trigger of the 

discursive differences identified between the two corpora and hence justification of the 

interpretation articulated on them. The specific analysis involves three levels. At the 

societal level, I will examine the economic, political, cultural, and strategic aspects of 

the two societies of mainland China and the U.S. in relation to the Taiwan issue. At the 

institutional level, I will compare the journalistic practices of China and the U.S. in 

general, and of the relevant institutions in particular. At the situational level, I will look 

into the immediate situational contexts of the discursive event during the period of data 

collection. All three paths will lead to the same rendezvous where the descriptive 

discrepancies between the two corpora and the corresponding interpretations can be 

explained socio-ideologically. Whereas I am well aware of the possibility of being 

biased in such a subjective analysis, I do try to remain as objective as I can wherever 

possible. 
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4.1 Societal contexts

The societal contexts of the two corpora differ from each other in several significant 

aspects: economic, political, cultural, and strategic. Interrelated with one another, these 

factors function as a complex in shaping the ideological orientation of the discursive 

event as social practice.   

4.1.1 Economic aspect

Between the societal structures underlying the production of CMD and AMD, the 

economic layer is the least divergent. Economically, mainland China and the U.S. 

share the same interest in promoting economic and trade exchanges with each other as 

well as with Taiwan. Since mainland China launched the policy of economic reform 

and opening to the outside world in 1978, it has become the fastest growing economy 

in the world and the magnet for foreign direct investment (Clough, 1999: 15). In the 

1990s, the economic reform has been vigorously geared towards a market economy 

and free trade policy, meeting the needs of its own economic development as well as 

the mainstream of the world economy. With visible economic complementarities 

between mainland China and Taiwan, integration between the two economies has been 

growing steadily, as manifested in the increasing volume of two-way trade. What’s 

more, with the many favourable conditions provided particularly for investments from 

Taiwan, Taiwan has become the second largest investor in mainland China (Clough, 

1999: 26). It is to the advantage of mainland China to develop cross-Straits economic 

and trade exchanges. Meanwhile, the U.S. has also become an increasingly important 

partner of mainland China, since 1992 taking one third of China’s exports and 
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transferring advanced technological skills, with American firms ranking third among 

capital suppliers to mainland China (Clough, 1999: 15). Therefore, the PRC has a 

significant economic interest in keeping good relations with the United States. All in 

all, the economic interest of mainland China in modernization calls for a peaceful and 

stable domestic and international environment as well as reciprocal relations and 

exchanges with other economies. 

On the other hand, the rapid growth of Taiwan’s export-oriented economy made 

Taiwan the eighth largest trading partner of the U.S. and the sixth largest market for 

U.S. exports in 1995; Taiwan’s large trade surplus with the U.S. has also been 

substantially decreased (Clough, 1999: 26). Thus, with Taiwan’s economic 

liberalization bringing its economy into line with the U.S. free trade policy, it has 

become the U.S. new interest to foster an economically powerful Taiwan to contribute 

to the management of the global economy (Lin 1998: 142). 

4.1.2 Political aspect 

The political systems underlying the two societies create a rather wide gap between the 

ideologies prevalent in them. Mainland China, dominated by the CCP, has since its 

foundation maintained an authoritarian one-party political system and a Socialist social 

system developing towards Communism. Despite the drastic reform in its economic, 

no essential change has taken place in the political sphere. Aware of the substantial 

differences between the social and political systems of mainland China and Hong 

Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, Deng Xiaoping proposed the ‘one country, two systems’ 

framework for national reunification.  
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In Taiwan, the late 1980s’ witnessed a transition in its political system from an 

extremely authoritarian rule as wartime expedients to a multiparty democracy. With 

the lifting of the martial law and the ban on the formation of new political parties in 

1987, the pro-independence party, the DPP, consisting chiefly of local Taiwanese, 

soon gained sizable popularity and made up a great threat to the rule of the KMT. 

Meanwhile, local Taiwanese also constituted a dominant fraction of the KMT. The 

political reform reached its culmination in 1996 when the election of Lee Teng-hui 

took place. On the other hand, anti-communism continued to prevail in Taiwan after 

the collapse of the Soviet Union and east Europe (Clough, 1999: 27). 

Taiwan’s democratic transition since 1986 has created new interest in the U.S. to 

ideologically support a Westernized democratic political system; on the contrary, the 

1989 Tiananmen incident considerably tarnished the PRC’s image among the 

Americans as a gradually opening society with its successful economic reform (Lin 

1998: 143). More agreement in political system lies between the U.S. and Taiwan than 

between the U.S. and mainland China, or between mainland China and Taiwan. 

4.1.3 Cultural aspect

Culturally, although the Chinese people have been influenced by ideas from outside 

China, national reunification has always been deemed a sacrosanct mission. The 

historical subjection of the country to foreign invasion and seizure of its territory 

makes the issue of territorial integrity and national sovereignty highly sensitive and 

non-negotiable. With a surging Chinese nationalism, matters concerned with territorial 

integrity and national sovereignty may override anything else when situations arise. 
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Nonetheless, like all the people in the rest of the world, contemporary Chinese people 

also yearn for social stability, economic growth, and national resurgence (Clough, 

1999: 16). 

The U.S., as it has always claimed, attaches more credit to such notions as human 

rights, freedom, democracy, and equality. In this regard, the U.S. and Taiwan appear to 

agree with each other. Historically, the local Taiwanese had been subjected to the 

Japanese colonial rule for almost four decades, yet when Taiwan eventually returned to 

China, they were not given the right to decide on their own affairs, but were put under 

the oppressive rule of the KMT regime. They cherish the democracy and freedom they 

acquired through political democratization. Although mainland China and Taiwan 

share the same Chinese cultural origin, the cultural values Taiwan and the U.S. share in 

common in a sense stand against mainland China’s sovereignty claim.   

4.1.4 Strategic aspect 

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War marked a radical change 

in the strategic configuration of the world. The U.S. became the sole remaining 

superpower, which, among the PRC strategic thinkers’ minds, was bent on preserving 

its hegemony over East Asia by containing China (Clough, 1999: 13). One major 

element in the containment policy was to prevent the unification of Taiwan with the 

PRC. Taiwan is the last significant piece of Chinese territory waiting to be recovered 

by the PRC. Not only is it a matter of national pride to restore China’s territorial 

integrity by recovering Taiwan, but also the island and its 21 million population would 

be a crucial strategic asset to China. In the hands of an unfriendly power, it would be a 
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strategic threat (Clough, 1999:13). Meanwhile, political changes in Taiwan added to 

the uneasiness felt in the PRC over the future of Taiwan: the rising DPP advocated an 

independent ‘Republic of Taiwan’; Lee Teng-hui embarked on a programme of 

‘pragmatic diplomacy’ to expand Taiwan’s international space; and the ruling KMT 

joined the DPP in a high-decibel campaign to seek participation for Taiwan in the UN 

(Clough, 1999: 13-14). Lee’s 1995 trip to the U.S. and the dispatch of U.S. warships to 

the Taiwan area in 1996 confirmed the PRC strategic thinkers’ belief that Lee is 

secretly pro-dependence and Taiwan is still the ‘unsinkable aircraft carrier’ of the U.S. 

(Clough, 1999: 14) 

Meanwhile, China’s rapid economic growth and military modernization without 

commensurate political reform, along with the ongoing Chinese nationalism, have 

increased U.S. concern about a potential ‘China threat’ (Lin, 1998: 143). Whereas the 

mainstream of American government and people still support the policy of 

constructive engagement with the PRC, there has been an increasing mood in the U.S. 

to use human rights and the ‘Taiwan card’ to check the PRC’s ideological projection 

(Lin, 1998: 143). Although China’s Most Favoured Nation trade status was de-linked 

to the human rights practices, an amendment to the 1994-1995 State Department 

authorization bill signed into law in May 1994 suggested that the TRA took 

precedence over the 1982 Communiquý concerning U.S. arms sales to Taiwan (Lin, 

1998: 144). The decision to allow Lee Teng-hui to visit the U.S. in June 1995 and the 

dispatch of the two carrier groups to the vicinity of Taiwan in March 1996 to monitor 

the PRC military exercises clearly demonstrated the upgraded U.S.-Taiwan relations 

and the meaning of the ‘grave concern’ Washington expressed over the security of 

Taiwan. 
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4.1.5 Ideological and policy convergence and divergence

The diverse economic, political, cultural, and strategic considerations of the different 

parties naturally result in types of convergence and divergence of their ideologies and 

policies. 

First, a basic ideological convergence that makes the maintenance of the peaceful 

status quo possible in the Taiwan Straits area is the concept of ‘one China.’ However, 

interpretations of the concept diverge. For mainland China, ‘one China’ refers to the 

PRC, the sole legal government representing China. Taiwan is a part of China. On the 

Taiwan side, the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) pointed out that ‘one China’ refers 

to China as a historical, geographical, cultural, and racial entity, and that the ‘one 

China’ is currently divided into two essentially equal political entities (1994); Lee 

Teng-hui repeatedly emphasized that ‘one China’ is only a goal to be achieved in the 

future (Shao, 1996: 230). Taiwan maintains that ‘one China’ by no means equals the 

PRC, and Taiwan is not a part of the PRC. The U.S. declares that it admits there is 

only one China without bothering about the interpretation of the concept. 

Second, with regard to the identity of Taiwan, the argument is heated. Beijing 

maintains that Taiwan is a province of China, and will become a special administrative 

region with a high degree of autonomy after reunification. However, Taiwan claims 

that the PRC has never administered Taiwan, that Taipei and Beijing are two equal 

political entities governing Taiwan and mainland China respectively, and that 

reunification must be sought from the reality of divided rules. The U.S. has tactically 

avoided being involved in the argument. 
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Third, the Taiwan question is essentially a question of whether, when, and how to 

unify. Beijing is eager to achieve peaceful reunification under the principle of ‘one 

country, two systems’ as early as possible. Taiwan envisages reunification as a long-

term phase-by-phase process not subject to any timetable. It rejects the principle of 

‘one country, two systems’. For Taiwan, one prerequisite is that mainland China 

become a democracy with a free enterprise economic system (MAC, 1994). The U.S. 

has demonstrated a long-standing position of pro-democracy, free economy and self-

determination. At the same time, it also states that that reunification is a matter 

between the two sides of the Straits and that it will not support Taiwan independence.

Fourth, another key factor of the issue is the international status of Taiwan. Beijing 

claims that the PRC is the sole legal government of China, and thus has the right to 

represent China, including Taiwan, in the international arena. It opposes any 

diplomatic or official relations between Taiwan and other countries. Conversely, 

Taiwan claims that since Taipei and Beijing are two equal political entities, only the 

ROC has the right to represent Taiwan in the international arena. Taiwan has been 

practising ‘pragmatic diplomacy’ along with its campaign of returning to the UN, 

aiming to upgrade its relations with other countries and enlarge its international living 

space. To Taiwan, a second prerequisite for establishing channels of cross-Straits 

communication is the stoppage of the PRC interference with its development of 

foreign relations (MAC, 1994). While the U.S. does not support Taiwan’s return to the 

UN, it has made every effort to strengthen its tie with Taiwan.  

Finally, two other controversial factors in the Taiwan issue are the PRC’s military 

option and the U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. The PRC has never given up the military 



Chapter 4 Contexts of the Discursive Event

135

option, stating that military means are targeted at foreign forces working to bring about 

Taiwan independence. The U.S. arms sales to Taiwan are considered a violent 

intervention of China’s internal affair and a designed scheme to support Taiwan’s 

independence. Taiwan argues that its arms purchase is a necessary move to strengthen 

its ‘national defence’. For Taiwan, a third prerequisite for the opening of ‘three direct 

links’ and channels of communication is that the PRC renounce the military option 

(MAC, 1994). In the U.S. view, peace and security in the Taiwan Straits area is 

something of both U.S. and international interests. It claims that it is of ‘grave concern’ 

to the U.S. that the Taiwan question be settled through peaceful means. The U.S. has 

continued to sell advanced weapons to Taiwan. 

4.2 Institutional contexts

Apart from the wide societal contexts, discourse as social practice also bears a close 

relationship with its underlying institutional contexts. Pertinent to my analysis are the 

institutional practices of the Chinese and American mass media in general and the 

relevant institutions from which the data were gathered in particular. 

4.2.1 Institutional practice of the Chinese media

As Won (1989: 68) observed, the mass media in China serve as a link between the 

government, the Communist Party, and the people, and one expected to help push 

forward the Socialist cause. The dominant part of China’s journalism is an organ of the 

Communist Party, and its political orientation and fundamental policies largely depend 

on those of the Party (Won, 1989: 56-57). At the same time, like most other 
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developing countries, mainland China has a ‘fundamental, overarching goal for the 

censorship policy of the government: to maintain the political and social order -- to 

prevent a regime change and to eliminate any opposition to it’ (Peleg, 1993: 114). This 

general practice of the Chinese mass media sets out the overall framework of the 

particular practices of the individual journalistic institutions. 

Most of the newstexts collected from the two Chinese websites are sourced from the 

state-run Xinhua News Agency, China’s biggest news centre. Given its special status, 

Xinhua undertakes to ‘publicize the policies of the Communist Party and the People’s 

Government, canvass the people’s views about these polices, and report these views or 

transmit them to the highest leadership through a feedback system’ (Won, 1989: 68) in 

addition to informing people of the happenings at home and abroad. By doing so, it 

aims to help mobilize joint efforts towards national prosperity. Thus, when it comes to 

news coverage, Xinhua generally handles it in such a way that the dominating majority 

of its space, roughly 70 to 80 percent, is devoted to achievements and successes, and 

the rest to criticism and exposure of negative phenomena; breaking news stories are 

scarce, with more explanatory and analytical material than hard news (Won, 1989: 69-

70). 

One of the two sources of the newstexts in CMD is the website at 

http://www.peopledaily.com.cn hosted by People’s Daily. People’s Daily has been 

China’s most influential paper since its establishment and boasts the world’s largest 

readership. As the organ of the Communist Party, it has an official duty to propagate 

the Party’s political line, policies, and tasks among the large population of the Chinese 

people; it functions as a liaison officer between the Party and the people, telling people 
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the Party’s expectations and reporting to the Party leadership the people’s views and 

wishes (Won, 1989: 93). With its domestic and overseas editions in Chinese, People’s 

Daily reaches the Chinese reading public worldwide, whereas its English web edition 

extends its access to English readers throughout the world. 

The other source is the website at http://www.chinadaily.com.cn hosted by China 

Daily, the first and only English daily newspaper published in China. China Daily was 

launched to meet the needs of the increasing number of foreigners in China, and its 

target readership remains basically unchanged today. With its growing circulation 

overseas and its web edition, it has successfully reached out to readers all over the 

world. Under the supervision of the Information Department, China Daily has its own 

editorial policies, i.e. to report the latest news at home and abroad, with stress on 

political, economic, cultural, and social developments in China and relevant Chinese 

policies, thereby promoting understanding, friendship, and cooperation between the 

Chinese and foreign people in the service of China’s modernization drive and world 

peace (Won, 1989: 115). 

4.2.2 Institutional practice of the American media

In such a capitalist, democratic society as the U.S., the mass media have been by and 

large commercialized. As Hiebert (1999: 12) suggests, the American mass media, 

owned now primarily by large, publicly held corporations, have been oriented to the 

bottom line of money. The American government plays a minor role in legal control of 

the mass media, following the tradition that government should not compete with 

private industry, and that citizens should obtain information from private sources so as 
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to ensure that government cannot manipulate information in ways favourable to itself 

(Hiebert, 1999: 6). In terms of censorship, ‘the institutional press is largely free and 

unregulated and is generally subject less to the government’s whim than to its own 

lapses of judgment and its insatiable drive for profits’ (Balkin, 1993: 155). Compared 

with the Chinese media, which are more government-conscious and government-

controlled, the American media in general enjoy more freedom and independence in 

news selection and production to cater to the needs of their customers and make their 

own profits. 

The overwhelming majority of the newstexts collected in AMD are sourced from the 

Associated Press (AP) and Reuters, two of the world’s largest news organizations. As 

the homepage of AP at http://www.ap.org states, the mission of AP is ‘to provide 

factual coverage to all parts of the globe for use by the media around the world’. It 

subscribes to the code of ethics written by the Associated Press Managing Editors 

Association, which emphasizes responsibility, integrity, accuracy, and independence. 

The homepage of Reuters at http://www.reuters.com, calling itself ‘the business of 

information’, states that ‘Reuters is dedicated to preserving its independence, integrity 

and freedom from bias in the gathering and dissemination of news and information’. 

To achieve so, Reuters have designed mechanisms in its share structure to avoid bias 

that may stem from control by specific individuals or interests.

The newstexts of AMD were collected from the websites at 

http://www.abcnews.go.com and http://www.cnn.com. ABCNEWS.com is part of 

GO.com, which was created as part of a merger between Infoseek Corporation and The 

Walt Disney Company’s online unit, Buena Vista Internet Group. CNN.com is hosted 
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by the Cable News Network owned by Turner Broadcasting. Availing themselves of 

the strengths of their mother institutions in news production and a multiplicity of 

multimedia resources and advanced Internet technologies, both ABCNEWS.com and 

CNN.com update their news database frequently to provide fresh, credible, and useful 

news to their millions of daily visitors. While offering attractive services to their 

customers worldwide, they naturally hold a strong business motivation in the ambition 

to maintain their leading positions and popularity among the news websites.

4.3 Situational contexts

As for the situational contexts of the discursive event, relevant to my analysis are the 

international and domestic happenings preceding or following the production of the 

corpora of news discourse. In particular, related events pertaining to the trilateral 

relations between mainland China, Taiwan, and the U.S., as well as their respective 

internal situations play a significant role in contextualizing the news discourse. 

In terms of cross-Straits and Sino-U.S. relations, the 1995-1996 crisis in the wake of 

Lee’s trip to the U.S. in June 1995 was severely damaging. Mainland China viewed 

Lee’s move as a dangerous step forward to move Taiwan towards independence. Its 

stream of verbal criticism of Lee was accompanied by the military exercise conducted 

in late July 1995. Moreover, after Lee was nominated by the KMT in August 1995 as 

its candidate for the first direct ‘presidential’ election, Beijing conducted two other 

military exercises in November 1995 and March 1996, shortly before the elections of 

the Legislative Yuan and the ‘president’ respectively. Meanwhile, Beijing stiffly 

denounced the U.S. for admitting Lee despite the U.S. stress on the unofficial nature of 
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the trip. The conflict between Beijing and Washington was intensified when President 

Clinton dispatched two aircraft carrier groups to the vicinity of Taiwan to monitor the 

PRC military exercises in March 1996.  

When the aftereffects of the 1995-1996 crisis were still lingering, 1999 witnessed a 

new crisis incurred by Lee’s comment to a German radio station on 9 July that cross-

Straits relations should operate on a ‘state-to-state’ basis, or at least be considered as 

‘special state-to-state relations’ based on equality. Beijing’s reaction was prompt and 

vehement, condemning Lee as a ‘separatist’ eventually disclosing his intention to split 

the Chinese territorial integrity and sovereignty. Mainland China’ continuous verbal 

criticism on Lee and the Taiwan authorities was again accompanied by several military 

exercises and missile tests. Meanwhile, with the prior incident of NATO’s bombing of 

the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade in early May, Sino-U.S. relations had already 

dropped seriously. During the cross-Straits crisis, the U.S. government repeatedly 

emphasized its commitment to the ‘one China’ policy and its non-support of de jure

Taiwan independence. Yet, in between the PRC military exercises and missile tests, 

Washington announced a sale of US$550 million worth of military aircrafts and other 

weapons to Taiwan, again incurring a strong protest from Beijing. 

Several other happenings had a bearing on the production of the news discourse on the 

Taiwan issue during the period of data collection. These include the U.S. allegation 

that China stole American nuclear weapons technology; the stagnating bilateral 

negotiations between the U.S. and mainland China on China’s accession to the WTO; 

the ban of the Falun Gong sect in mainland China in late July; the argument over the 

inclusion of Taiwan in the high-tech Theatre Missile Defense proposal backed by 
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Washington and Tokyo; and the much-talked-about upcoming ‘presidential election’ of 

Taiwan in March 2000. These events further complicated Sino-U.S. and cross-Straits 

relations, with the three parties holding drastically different views on each of them. 

4.4 Summary

To summarise, the underlying societal, institutional, and situational contexts of the 

production of the two corpora of Chinese and American media discourse on the Taiwan 

issue differ from each other significantly. Different economic, political, cultural, and 

strategic considerations of mainland China and the U.S. lead to substantial divergence 

in their ideologies and policies pertaining to the Taiwan issue. Different institutional 

practices of the Chinese and American media, the former more government-conscious 

and government-controlled, and the latter more independent and profit-driven, 

naturally result in different strategies in selecting and defining the issues to be reported. 

Different situational contexts may also prompt different reporting focuses and 

perspectives as well as different intertextual features of the newstexts. Cumulatively, 

these types of socio-ideological divergence provide the ground for the interpretation of 

the descriptive discrepancies identified between the two corpora of news discourse. In 

the next (and concluding) chapter, we will seek to further posit the reasons for these 

types of socio-ideological divergence.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

In this concluding chapter, I shall summarize the main findings of the study in order to 

recapitulate the research questions and to verify the hypotheses. The exact relationship 

between the socio-ideological contexts underlying the two corpora of media discourse 

and the discursive strategies employed by them will be explained. The thesis closes 

with an understanding of the limitations and points to future research. 

5.1 Main findings

In analysing both the AMD (American Media Discourse) and the CMD (Chinese 

Media Discourse) corpora, I have identified systematic discrepancies between the their 

respective discursive strategies. An interpretation of these descriptive discrepancies 

can be summarised below.

The discourses in CMD are relatively monologic and homogeneous in nature. Analysis 

of the transitivity structure, lexicalization and collocation patterns demonstrates that 

ideationally, CMD systematically reproduces and represents those aspects of the social 

realities that are favourable to the policies and stance of mainland China but 

unfavourable to Lee and the Taiwan authorities. An examination of subjective 

pronominalization and the finite modal operators indicates that, in terms of 

interpersonal meaning, CMD identifies mainland China as the dominating party on the 

stage enjoying favourable relationships with other parties; Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities are isolated and the roles of international parties are marginalized. The 
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headline and thematic structure analysis suggests that textually, CMD prioritizes topics 

to the advantage of mainland China’s polices and stance and the disadvantage of Lee 

and the Taiwan authorities in terms of topic control; it also consistently backgrounds 

such ‘themes’ as Chinese and pro-China speakers/actors as actively voicing or 

supporting mainland China’s policies, or Lee and the Taiwan authorities as targets of 

criticism. 

Contrastively, the discourses in AMD are polyphonic and heterogeneous in nature. 

Parallel analysis shows that ideationally, AMD reproduces the social reality as an 

equal opposition between mainland China and Taiwan. It also emphasizes such 

problematic facets of the Taiwan issue as the possibility of a cross-Straits war, the 

ideological differences between the two sides, and the international, mainly the U.S. 

concern. In addition, AMD represents a more heterogeneous range of social realities 

than CMD does. In the interpersonal dimension, no party dominates the scene in AMD. 

Rather, mainland China and Taiwan are positioned as oppositional equals. The U.S. 

role in the issue is also rendered significant. In terms of textual meaning, AMD has 

selected topics and backgrounded messages that convey a sense of equitable yet 

pointed opposition between mainland China and Taiwan, or a sense of importance of 

the U.S. itself in the issue. 

On the one hand, I find that differences in the discursive strategies employed in the 

two corpora are determined by their underlying socio-ideological contexts. In other 

words, the descriptive discrepancies identified between the two corpora of media 

discourse and the interpretations uttered on them should be explained by situating the 
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media discourse in the relevant underlying societal, institutional, and situational 

contexts. 

Let me discuss the case of CMD first. In terms of the wide societal contexts, the 

economic, political, cultural, and strategic considerations lead to a mainland China 

policy aiming at an early ‘peaceful reunification’ under the ‘one country, two systems’ 

framework; it promotes the ‘one China’ concept and opposes any move of Taiwan 

towards independence or expansion of its international space. The relatively 

authoritarian practice of the Chinese mass media and the specific practices of the 

relevant institutions specify that they are to publicize and support major government 

policies. These societal and institutional contexts explain CMD’s ideational 

representations of the social realities favourable to the policies and stance of mainland 

China and unfavourable to Lee and the Taiwan authorities. The centralised socio-

political system and thus unified policy in major political issues, along with the 

censorship policy and the supportive attitude of the mass media towards government 

policies, account for the homogeneity of the scope of social realities reproduced and 

the monologic nature of the texts. At the same time, part of mainland China’s ideology 

and policy is that the Taiwan question is purely an internal matter of China, and it 

opposes any international interference of the matter. Its stance on the status of Taiwan 

is that Taiwan is a part of China and only the PRC can represent China internationally. 

However, China also has a need for a peaceful environment and reciprocal exchanges 

with other economies. The situational context shows that mainland China believes 

there is a strong move of Taiwan towards independence, and the Sino-U.S. relations 

are not in good conditions. These ideologies and situational contexts explain CMD’s 

interpersonal construction of the dominating position of mainland China in the issue, 
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its favourable relationships with other parties, the isolation of Lee and the Taiwan 

authorities, and the marginalisation of the U.S. role. Likewise, CMD’s textual 

rendition of the messages can also be explained.

The case of AMD is similar in nature. The intricacies of the economic, political, 

cultural, and strategic considerations of the U.S. have resulted in complexities in its 

policy towards the Taiwan issue. On the one hand, the U.S. maintains a policy of 

constructive engagement with mainland China, commits itself to the ‘one China’ 

policy, and admits that the Taiwan issue should be resolved by mainland China and 

Taiwan themselves. On the other hand, it also has a unique interest in developing 

relations with Taiwan in various areas, supporting it with continuous arms sales, and 

warning mainland China against its military option; there is also an increasing mood to 

use the ‘Taiwan card’ to check a potential ‘China threat’. The institutional practice of 

the American mass media and the censorship policy allow the institutions concerned 

subject to minimal government control and considerable independence and freedom in 

news selection. Driven by commercial profits, they tend to offer what they deem as 

interesting to their customers, and what they deem as of news value. The situational 

context also demonstrates visible complicatedness in the trilateral relations between 

the U.S., mainland China, and Taiwan. All the societal, institutional, and situational 

contexts contribute to AMD’s ideational representation of the reality as an equal 

opposition between mainland China and Taiwan as well as its emphasis on the 

problematic facets of the issue. It is the opposition between the two sides and the 

problematic aspects of the issue that create news value. These complex contexts also 

explain the heterogeneity of the of social realities reproduced and the polyphonic 

nature of the texts. Accordingly, in terms of interpersonal meaning, the dominating 
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position of mainland China is denied, whereas the U.S. is attributed a substantial role 

in the issue. The textual rendition of the messages is determined likewise. 

On the other hand, I can also conclude that the discursive strategies employed in the 

two corpora not only encode and embody their underlying ideologies linguistically, but 

also help to propagate, legitimize, and sustain them, challenging the opposing 

ideologies at the same time. CMD has shown an explicit function in bringing to the 

fore the many policies and views of mainland China with a strong sense of legitimacy. 

This endowed legitimacy clearly helps to maintain the publicized ideologies among the 

public. Similarly, AMD reflects the complexity of the U.S. ideologies pertaining to the 

Taiwan issue. It challenges the dominating role of the mainland China in CMD by 

positioning Taiwan in an equal position, and by assigning the U.S. a legitimized role in 

the issue. In this sense, discourse also constitutes a site for power struggle between the 

different parties concerned. The dialectical relationship between discourse and 

ideology lies exactly in the effects and counter-effects of them on each other. 

5.2 Implications of the findings

In general, my research has shown how the dialectical relationship between discourse 

and ideology is instantiated in the two corpora of Chinese and American media 

discourse on the Taiwan issue. Meanings of the research and implications of the 

findings are mainly twofold. First, the analysis itself can be said to be linked to ‘one of 

the aims of critical discourse analysis, i.e. to describe and explain, and if necessary 

criticize social and discursive practices’ (Schaffner, 1996: 3). The framework and 

methodology adopted in the research should be applicable to studies in adjacent 
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research topics too. Second, as Fairclough puts it, such an analysis can ‘increase the 

value of discourse analysis as a method for researching a range of social science and 

cultural studies questions. In this way, discourse analysts can contribute to the 

development of a critical language awareness’ (1995a: 185), which is considered as 

crucial to readers in general in order to be free from unjustified mind manipulation. In 

our case, the analysis should be able to help understand the many backgrounded and 

naturalized discursive strategies embedded in the seemingly neutral news discourse 

and the underlying ideologies behind them. By so doing, it aims to contribute to 

building up a critical awareness of political discourse in general and discourse on the 

Taiwan issue in particular. 

5.3 Limitations and future bearings of the research

Constraints on space of the thesis, and time and scale of the research have made it 

impractical to incorporate the following two desired components, the lack of which 

constitutes the major limitations of the research but invites further research at the same 

time. 

First, a study on the reader’s response to the news discourse could yield significant 

information on the actual effects of the discursive strategies. An in-depth investigation 

of how the reader receives and consumes relevant news texts could help understand the 

exact role discourse plays in legitimizing, sustaining, or challenging certain ideologies 

on the one hand, and the actual degree of critical awareness of the common public on 

the other. However, it may take an individual project to carry out a comprehensive 

study of this. 
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Second, the findings of the research could also be tested on new corpora of news 

discourse on the same issue collected sometime in the future. If the analytical results 

are similar, they would certainly reinforce the credibility of the findings in this study. 
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APPENDIX A

The tagset for verbs

CMD and AMD are tagged by CLAWS4 using the C7 tagset. The following listing of the 
tagset for verbs is reproduced from Garside, Leech and McEnery (1997: 260). 

VBB the “base forms” of the verb be (except the infinitive), i.e. am, are
VBD past form of the verb be, i.e. was, were
VBG -ing form of the verb be, i.e. being
VBI infinitive of the verb be
VBN past participle of the verb be, i.e. been
VBZ -s form of the verb be, i.e. is, ’s
VDB base form of the verb do (except the infinitive)
VDD past form of the verb do, i.e. did
VDG -ing form of the verb do,i.e. doing
VDI infinitive of the verb do
VDN past participle of the verb do, i.e. done
VDZ -s form of the verb do, i.e. does
VHB base form of the verb have (except the infinitive), i.e. have
VHD past tense form of the verb have, i.e. had, ’d
VHG -ing form of the verb have, i.e. having
VHI infinitive of the verb have
VHN past participle of the verb have, i.e. had
VHZ -s form of the verb have, i.e. has, ’s
VM0 modal auxiliary verb (e.g. can, could, will, ’ll)
VVB base form of lexical verb (except the infinitive) (e.g. take, live)
VVD past tense form of lexical verb (e.g. took, lived)
VVG -ing form of lexical verb (e.g. taking, living)
VVI infinitive of lexical verb
VVN past participle form of lexical verb (e.g. taken, lived)
VVZ -s form of lexical verb (e.g. takes, lives)
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APPENDIX B

1. The concordance listing of one China policy in CMD

No. Concordance

1 ommentator. Lee definitely expressed a "one China" policy during the first 

2 s east African country will insist on a "One China" policy, adding this pos

3 o change to its stance of adhering to a "one China" policy. According to 

4 o change to its stance of adhering to a "one China" policy. According to 

5 e two sides across the Straits uphold a "one China" policy. But the Taiwa

6 that both sides of the Straits uphold a "one China" policy. But the Taiwa

7 y that the UN will continue to uphold a "one China" policy. She made the 

8 e. But we know clearly that without a "one China" policy as the legal bas

9 na in October. Myanmar Abides by "One China" Policy: Statement YAN

10 n took a clear-cut stand on the China's "one China" policy. The support f

11 of China, the article concludes.   "One China" Policy, an Internationa

12 t Bill Clinton reiterated his country's "one China" policy on Wednesday, as 

13 rauta said yesterday that the country's "one China" policy remains intact.   

14 ), said on Wednesday that the country's "One China" policy remains intact.  

15 fication," she added. US favours 'one China' policy WASHINGTON (Xin

16 ATS. China Welcomes New Guinea's "One China" Policy China on July 2

17 ence. France reaffirmed on July 21 its one China policy it has adopted si

18 include the US government affirming its "one China" policy and non-interfer

19 ina" Policy Canada will not change its "one China" policy in disregard of 

20 ey said that the US has not changed its "one China" policy. The following d

21 lief that Taiwan makes no change in its 'one China' policy". Articles have 

22 the US Government should insist on its one China policy and abide by the 

23 c of China." France Reaffirms Its One China Policy PARIS, July 21 

24 ic of China." France Reaffirms Its One China Policy PARIS, July 21—

25 o Taiwan. Japan has also reiterated its "one China" policy and promised not 

26 o Taiwan. Japan has also reiterated its "one China" policy and promised not 

27 ani government Wednesday reiterated its "one China" policy, saying Taiwan i

28 "strong commitment" to adhering to its "one China" policy on the Taiwan is

29 "strong commitment" to adhering to its "one China" policy on the Taiwan is

30 "strong commitment" to adhering to its "one China" policy on the Taiwan is

31 Government's commitment to stick to its "one China" policy. Clinton said

32     -- France reaffirmed on Wednesday its one China policy which it has adop

33 21--France reaffirmed on Wednesday its one China policy which it has adop

34 power, he has changed the Kuomintang's "one China" policy step by step.   

35 pay a visit to China in October. "One China" Policy Reiterated Over 

36 made immediate responses supporting the "one China" policy. Several count

37 policy is unchanged," Foley said, "Our 'one China' policy is long-standin

38 policy is unchanged," Foley said. "Our 'one China' policy is long-standing 

39 policy is unchanged," Foley said. "Our 'one China' policy is long-standing 

40 "We reaffirmed our commitment to our 'one China policy'," said a joint c

41 nstitution". Papua New Guinea PM: "One China" Policy Remains Intact  

42 ident," Lee inherited his predecessors' one China policy and publicly stre

43 d that Pakistan will continue to pursue "One China" policy and extend as ev

44 ursday that Thailand has always pursued "one China" policy. Since Thailan

45 ursday that Thailand has always pursued "one China" policy. Since Thailan

46 ursday that Thailand has always pursued "one China" policy. Since Thailand 

47 ursday that Thailand has always pursued "one China" policy. Since Thailand 

48 in Hong Kong. Countries Reaffirm "One China" Policy The British Gov

49 ale to Taiwan. Countries Reaffirm "One China" Policy The British Gov

50 d of "one China". ASEAN Reaffirms "One China" Policy SINGAPORE, Jul

51 aits exchanges. Cambodia Reaffirms "One China" Policy PHNOM PENH, Ju

52 sit," she said. Canada Reaffirms "One China" Policy Canada will not

53 aratist activities. US Reaffirms "One China" Policy The United Stat

54 Latin American Countries Reiterate "One China" Policy Beijing, July 2

55 Latin American Countries Reiterate "One China" Policy BEIJING, July 2

56 ary concluded. UN Chief Reiterates "One China" Policy UN Secretary-Ge
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57 a' policy." Thai Deputy FM Reiterates "One China" Policy BANGKOK, July 

58 grity. Thai Deputy FM Reiterates "One China" Policy BANGKOK, July 

59 o be found. Russian FM Reiterates "One China" Policy Russian Foreign 

60 be realized. Pakistan Reiterates "One China" Policy ISLAMABAD, Jul

61 icle concludes. Pak PM Reiterates "One China" Policy Pakistani Prime 

62 n." "Papua New Guinea's long-standing 'one China' policy of maintaining s

63 an." "Papua New Guinea's long-standing 'One China' policy of maintaining s

64 aiwan was repudiating the long-standing "one China" policy that has been th

65 concludes. Pakistan FM Stresses "One China" Policy On September 20

66 s, Zhu said. ARATS Official Stresses "One China" Policy Leaders in Taiw

67 rif has reiterated Pakistan's supported "One China" policy, saying that "th

68 till openly asked the US to abandon the "one China" policy, and support "on

69 s internal affairs and goes against the 'One China' policy adopted by previ

70 o split China, Lee Teng-hui attacks the "one China" policy without restrain

71 o split China, Lee Teng-hui attacks the one China policy without restraint

72 and negotiations if they abided by the One China policy and stood firmly 

73 iday that it consistently abides by the "one China" policy. "The Union of 

74 iday that it consistently abides by the "one China" policy. "The Union of 

75 iday that it consistently abides by the "one China" policy. "The Union of 

76 that Lee Teng-hui has kept changing the "one China" policy, running in the 

77 ive that Lee Teng-hui kept changing the "one China" policy, running in the 

78 f Lee's malicious intent to destroy the "one China" policy. Facts show that 

79 at the time was ripe for destroying the "one China" policy and advocating h

80 . "Our policy is clear. We favour the 'one China' policy. We favour cross

81 government has committed to follow the "one China" policy, abide by the th

82 government has committed to follow the "one China" policy, abide by the th

83 nged and it will continue to follow the "one China" policy. James Foley, d

84 nged and it will continue to follow the "one China" policy. James Foley, 

85 nged and it will continue to follow the "one China" policy. James Foley, 

86 e United States, which has followed the "One China" policy in the past two 

87 rom the international community for the "one China" policy should sober Lee 

88 at besides re-iterating support for the "one China" policy, the US should m

89 nt cornerstone of the Taiwan issue, the "one China" policy has not only cre

90 on July 9th in an attempt to negate the "one China" policy and to separate 

91 o reinforced the wide acceptance of the "One China" policy and further isol

92 s-straits relations on the basis of the "one China" policy and pushing for 

93 n by the international community of the "one China" policy. So Lee tried t

94 ides have their own explanations of the 'one China' policy", according to t

95 ides have their own explanations of the 'one China' policy", according to t

96 "This is a severe infringement of the 'one China' policy which has been a

97 behaviour was overt infringement of the "one China" policy, which Taiwan ha

98 "This is a severe infringement of the 'one China' policy, which has been 

99 12, 1992 that under the premise of the "one China" policy, every issue can 

100 n be discussed under the premise of the "one China" policy. The article s

101 national community's reiteration of the "one China" policy. Lee has there

102 Lee definitely expressed support of the "one China" policy during the first 

103 said that his country is adamant on the one China policy. The Directorate 

104 said that his country is adamant on the one China policy. The Directorate 

105 peaceful unity can only be based on the "one China" policy. Without this po

106 peaceful unity can only be based on the one China policy. Without this pol

107 ival in the Mongolian capital. On the "One China" policy, Bagabandy reite

108 ions across the Straits insisted on the one China policy, and opposed the  

109 ions across the Straits insisted on the "one China " policy, and opposed th

110 t Clinton re-iterated US promise on the "one China" policy. The United Stat

111 authorities' intention to renege on the "one China" policy, the article poi

112 oses Taiwan independence," and said the "one China policy is my ultimate ob

113 oses Taiwan independence," and said the "one China policy is my ultimate ob

114 made immediate responses supporting the "one China" policy. Several countr

115 said. "We as always advocate that the 'one China' policy should be adhere

116 said. "We as always advocate that the "One China" policy should be adhere

117 These instances demonstrate that the "one China" policy has gained wides

118 These instances demonstrate that the "one China" policy has gained wides

119 t the US government would adhere to the "one China" policy, abide by the th
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120 ween Lee's past pledge to adhere to the "one China" policy and his recent "

121 een Lee' s past pledge to adhere to the "one China" policy and his recent " 

122 that Ukraine will always adhere to the "one China" policy. The Foreign Mi

123 r the United States would adhere to the "one China" policy if "some of the 

124 he UN Resolution 2758 and adhere to the "one China" policy. Facts have ag

125 Kuomintang had all along adhered to the "one China" policy and fought again

126 Singapore Government's adherence to the "one China" policy and its recent r

127 eaffirmed Saturday its adherence to the one China policy. "We reaffirmed 

128 rnment's commitment of adherence to the "one China" policy, Zhu added. "W

129 government's stand on adherence to the "one China" policy, Sun noted.    

130 logical conclusion is adherence to the one China policy. Now that the "

131 n reiterated again its adherence to the "one China" policy. The editorial 

132 rnment's commitment to adherence to the one China policy, Zhu added. He n

133 on have repeated their adherence to the one China policy, declaring they s

134 on have repeated their adherence to the one China policy, declaring they s

135 OK for reaffirming its adherence to the "one China" policy. Tang also met 

136 has also repeated its adherence to the "one China" policy. However, Lee 

137 ated Russia's stance of adhering to the "one China" policy in a phone call 

138 terated their stance of adhering to the "One China" policy and opposing the 

139 the Taiwan Straits on "adhering to the 'One China' policy" as "One China w

140 rated their position of adhering to the "One China" policy, stating that Ta

141 terated their stance of adhering to the one China policy and opposing the  

142 ated Russia's stance of adhering to the "One China" policy in a phone call  

143 statement is a severe challenge to the "one China" policy and runs counter 

144 the U.S. government's commitment to the "one China" policy and said Washing

145 the U.S.'s steadfast commitment to the "One China" policy and guaranteeing 

146 irming a steadfast US commitment to the one China policy and guaranteeing  

147 ries reaffirmed their commitment to the "one China" policy. The article c

148 d the US Government's commitment to the "one China" policy and said Washing

149 reiterate our strong commitment to the 'one China' policy." "I want to as

150 arks by Lee Teng-hui run counter to the "one China policy" and reveal his a

151 remarks are an open provocation to the "one China" policy, and destroyed t

152 ne said on July 20 it will stick to the "one China" policy and Taiwan is an 

153 eiterated the US stance to stick to the "one China" policy and expressed "t

154 that his government is sticking to the "one China" policy, safeguarding di

155 that his government is sticking to the "One China" policy, safeguarding di

156 ualified endorsement and support to the One China policy." Taiwan Aut

157 owed their firm stance in upholding the "one China" policy, and defied any 

158 ted that the United Nations upholds the "one China" policy. He made the st

159 ent, France reaffirmed on Wednesday the "one China" policy it has maintaine

160 of Lee's government, he agreed with the "one China" policy. The Taiwan auth

161 nt, the piece noted, he agreed with the one China policy. In 1991, Taiwan 

162 the Asia-Pacific Region. Without the "one China" policy, cross-Straits t

163 a-Pacific Region. It said without the "one China" policy, cross-Straits t

164 na. Over 100 countries reiterated their "one China" policy after Lee made h

165 merican countries have reiterated their "One China" policy, criticizing the 

166 merican countries have reiterated their "One China" policy, criticizing the 

167 merican countries have reiterated their "One China" policy, criticizing the 

168 Various countries have restated their "one China" policy. President Bill 

169 end, he said. Vietnam Adheres to "One China" Policy: Spokeswoman HA

170 o, Thailand has always been sticking to "one China" policy, Sukhumbhand sai

171 o, Thailand has always been sticking to "one China" policy, Sukhumbhand sai

172 o, Thailand has always been sticking to "one China" policy, Sukhumbhand sai

173 o, Thailand has always been sticking to "one China" policy, Sukhumbhand sai

174 Taiwan issue.     Ukraine Sticks to "One China" Policy: Foreign Ministe

175 r China has become its member. UN "One China" Policy Reaffirmed Loui

176 day that the UN will continue to uphold "One China" policy. She made the s

177 he country. Frechette: UN upholds 'one China' policy UNITED NATIONS 

178 ." After all, he deeply resents the US' one China policy and the "three no
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2. The concordance listing of one China policy in AMD

No. Concordance

1 iwan President Lee Teng-hui abandoned a "one China" policy last week, sayin

2 U.S. position on China. "We have a 'one China' policy; cross-Strait (o

3 after his appointment. ``We have a 'one China' policy. When it comes t

4 powers, which have institutionalised a "one China" policy that in effect s

5 ton reiterated the U.S. acceptance of a "one China" policy, but also warned 

6 reiterate Washington's commitment to a "one China" policy. After a lengt

7 shington proclaimed its commitment to a "One China" policy it continued to  

8 I reiterated our strong commitment to a 'one China' policy, to the importan

9 reiterate Washington's commitment to a "one China" policy. Sun did not 

10 at we technically remain committed to a one China policy," he said. It wa

11 he United States, which subscribes to a "one China" policy. Fearing that 

12 restore relations with Beijing under a "One China" policy. The South Pac

13 inea abandons Taiwan recognition, backs 'One China' policy PORT MORESBY, P

14 Chinese origin to support his country's one China policy in the wake of a 

15 sters to agree to re-affirm the group's "one China" policy in a communique 

16 ee Teng-hui's scrapping of the island's "one China" policy. It was the fi

17 on of Hong Kong as a fundamental of its one China policy. "Hong Kong is 

18 rm broke that Taipei's scrapping of its "One China" policy had removed the 

19 r Taiwan's recent decision to scrap its "one China" policy and put relation

20 of Taiwan, overturning its longstanding one China policy. The deal was 

21 week by scrapping Taipei's longstanding "one China" policy that has kept th

22 ged Beijing by dumping the longstanding "One China" policy. "It fits the 

23 ontroversially junked the longstanding "one China" policy. ``He has wa

24 hich insists on keeping the decades-old "one China" policy recognizing the 

25 e nerve in Beijing, which promotes a "one China" policy asserting that 

26 ch has angered Beijing by scrapping a "one China" policy  -- and there i

27 United States remains committed to a "one China" policy despite a sover

28 that Washington would not change its "one China" policy. Clinton to

29 Taiwan also has backtracked on its "one China" policy, which official

30 Taiwan's recent decision to scrap its "one China" policy and put relatio

31 the United States is committed to its "one China" policy despite Taiwan' 

32 aiwan, but that it would stick to its "one China" policy. Sir Michae

33 ek by scrapping Taipei's longstanding "one China" policy that has kept t

34 last week by junking the longstanding "one China" policy that has kept t

35 last week by junking the longstanding "one China" policy in a bid to bre

36 Teng-hui junking of the longstanding "one China" policy. Wen Wei Po 

37 ast week by junking the longstanding "one China" policy -- a mutually a

38 said Papua New Guinea's long-standing "one China" policy would remain in 

39 s decision to abandon a long-standing "one China" policy and insist that 

40 or state-to-state ties meant Taipei's "one China" policy was dead. A

41 s month that Taipei would abandon the "one China" policy that has kept t

42 aring independence and abandoning the "one China" policy which has guide

43 ted ASEAN ministers to re-affirm the "one China" policy in a communique 

44 n since Taipei's decision to drop the "one China" policy that has underpi

45 pei's decision this month to drop the "one China" policy. Tuesday, ho

46 aid this month Taiwan had dropped the "one China" policy that has kept pe

47 October, since Taipei had dropped the "one China" policy. Tang delive

48 h have affirmed their backing for the "one China" policy in recent days.     

49 inton reaffirmed U.S. support for the "one China" policy during the call.     

50 inton reaffirmed U.S. support for the "one China" policy during the call.     

51 n and reaffirmed U.S. support for the "one China" policy that has been a 

52 basis _ a seeming departure from the "one China" policy China and Taiwan 

53 off the spat last week by junking the "one China" policy in a bid to brea

54 land in 1949. It says junking the "one China" policy has not changed 

55 ident Lee Teng-hui's scrapping of the "one China" policy, a recognition t

56    ng-hui's abandonment last week of the "one China" policy and his insisten

57 esponse to Taipei's rejection of the "one China" policy, a lynchpin of r

58 n by Beijing as an abandonment of the "one China" policy -- agreement the

59 effect repeating his rejection of the "one China" policy under which Nati

60 ent Lee Teng-hui's repudiation of the "one China" policy. But they co
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61 ng-hui's abandonment last week of the "one China" policy and his insisten

62 n by Beijing as an abandonment of the "one China" policy -- agreement the

63 ng-hui's abandonment last week of the "one China" policy and his insisten

64 n by Beijing as an abandonment of the "one China" policy -- agreement the

65 ut Taiwan. Taiwan's rejection of the "one China" policy last week genera

66 over Taiwan and its abandoning of the "one China" policy is again focusin

67 denounced that as a rejection of the "one China" policy. The dispute 

68 by saying it no longer recognised the "one China" policy, which raised fe

69 ee's unexpected decision to scrap the "one China" policy and move more to

70 t Lee Teng-hui on July 9 scrapped the "one China" policy that has kept pe

71 n President Lee Teng-hui scrapped the "one China" policy that has kept pe

72   iwan since Lee on July 9 scrapped the "one China" policy that has kept pe

73 n repeated the U.S. commitment to the "one China" policy during a half-ho

74 n repeated the U.S. commitment to the "one China" policy during a telepho

75 Taipei says Beijing is using the "one China" policy to push it into 

76 ales to the island. Jiang pushes one China policy in Thailand BANG

77 loaded with ammunition, sources say. 'One China' policy at heart of tens

78 ``Papua New Guinea's long-standing 'One China' policy of maintaining s

79 te. "Papua New Guinea's long-standing One China policy of maintaining st

80 ek it was repudiating the long-standing "one China" policy that has been th 

81 t by Taiwan away from the long-standing "One China" policy, seen as a pilla 

82 nt Lee Teng-hui said on July 9 Taipei's "one China" policy had been abandon

83 Lee Teng-hui's decision to abandon the "one China" policy in favor of "spe

84 by saying that Taiwan would abandon the "one China" policy that has kept pe

85 day, when Taiwan formally abandoned the "One China" policy under which both 

86 tionalist government was abandoning the "one China" policy, which helped un

87 tionalist government was abandoning the "one China" policy, which helped un

88 isis by declaring it was abandoning the "One China" policy -- the foundatio

89 ned to use force if Taiwan abandons the "one China" policy that has dominat

90 But it is also prepared to discuss the "one China policy" Wang is expected 

91 wan since Taipei's decision to drop the "one China" policy that has underpi

92 restated to Jiang U.S. support for the one China policy, in which the Uni

93 restated to Jiang U.S. support for the one China policy, in which the Uni

94 Taipei said it backed away from the "one China" policy because Beijing 

95 accusing Taiwan of departing from the "one China" policy that had long un

96 island in 1949. It says junking the "one China" policy has not changed 

97 declaration as an abandonment of the "one China" policy that kept the pe

98 declaration as an abandonment of the "one China" policy that kept the pe

99 en by Beijing as an abandonment of the "one China" policy - agreement they 

100 e's statement as an abandonment of the "one China" policy that kept the pe

101 is the example of the framework of the one China policy. So when the Taiw

102 ady re-affirmed its recognition of the "one China" policy and expressed ho

103 has said Taiwan's new rejection of the "one China" policy and Lee's "state

104 dent Lee Teng-hui's repudiation of the "one China" policy, which has kept 

105 ls, standing by its repudiation of the "One China" policy which implied th

106 obligations.'' ``In reaffirming the 'One China' policy, my government r

107 ation that it no longer recognized the "one China" policy. China regards T

108 relations with Beijing. Lee said the 'one China' policy could only be re

109 quired. The United States supports the "one China" policy, which Rubin sai 

110 nything" if the island reverted to the "one China" policy which Beijing sa

111 cessary to stop Beijing from using the "one China" policy to marginalize T

112 ductive," Bush reiterated Washington's "one China" policy and called for a
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APPENDIX C

1. The concordance listing of concern in CMD

N0. Concordance

1 and abroad but have also evoked great concern of the international community 

2 conspiracy and expressed their great concern about the cause of China's reu

3 expressed "the greatest surprise and concern at the irregular way in which 

4 expressed "the greatest surprise and concern at the irregular way in which 

5 and "we have an abiding interests and concern that any resolution be peacefu

6 nd people in Taiwan also showed their concern about the tension in cross-Str

7 lowing a one-China policy, and voiced concern about the situation arising fr

8 ceful reunification of the motherland concern the fundamental interests of t

9 hanged, said the ministry. It voiced concern over the tensions arising rece

10 st Taiwan compatriots all show great concern for reunification of the mothe

11 ensive Test Ban Treaty and expressed concern over the implications of the I

12 n over the Taiwan Straits has caused concern in international community. Th

13 t said the European Union notes with concern recent developments concerning 

14 hich the United States expressed its concern over any way for resolving the 

2. The concordance listing of concern in AMD

NO. Concordance

1 auta said he expressed ``surprise and concern at the irregular way in which 

2 e, the reports caused little apparent concern here. Taiwanese media paid onl

3 emingly trying to ease Beijing's core concern, said his controversial call f

4 has infuriated the mainland and drawn concern from Washington over increased

5 U.S. President Bill Clinton to express concern over Taipei's provocative move

6 launch and that ASEAN would express concern as a group to prevent such a m

7 a related subject, Albright expressed concern over reports that North Korea 

8 arate news conference, also expressed concern about reports that Chinese com

9 bilize the region. ``We expressed concern about Chinese saber-rattling o

10 for decades. U.S. Envoy Expresses Concern The move infuriated China, w

11 threats to the island as a cause for concern -- without saying whether U.S. 

12 threats to the island as a cause for concern _ without saying whether U.S. 

13 dong province. "There is no cause for concern," the statement said. The 

14 States that force would cause "grave concern" in Washington. Wednesday

15 States that force would cause "grave concern" in Washington. In a bid 

16 warned that force would cause "grave concern" in Washington and hopes Chin

17 States that force would cause "grave concern" in Washington. U.S. Offic

18 States that force would cause "grave concern. " In 1996, the United Sta

19 States that force would cause ‘grave concern’ in Washington. On Wednesday

20 the Western Pacific area and of grave concern to the United States." He to

21 the Western Pacific area and of grave concern to the United States," said St

22 the Western Pacific area and of grave concern to the United States. That's a

23 the Western Pacific area and of grave concern to the United States. That's a

24 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to the United States. Neith

25 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to Washington. In 1996, 

26 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to Washington. In 1996, 

27 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to the United States. Me

28 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" but has largely taken Beijing

29 han peaceful means would be of "grave concern." In one drill this month, 

30 ce against Taiwan would be of "grave concern" but, as usual, stopped short 

31 by peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to Washington. Bruce Wim

32 by peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to Washington. Lee's red

33 f Taiwan by force would be of "grave concern." The change of policy ha 

34 han peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to the United States. Wen W

35 reiterated that it would be of "grave concern" to the United States if Chin
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36 than peaceful means would be of grave concern to the United States. That has

37 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to Washington. But Washingto

38 an peaceful means would be of "grave concern" to the United States. We 

39 l means, would be considered of grave concern to the United States. KOPPEL

40 solution would be a matter of "grave concern" to it. The United States 

41 e of force would be a matter of grave concern to the United States.'' Ec

42 ts to the island as a matter of grave concern. The United States, howeve

43 other side,'' he said. ``The greatest concern the administration has is for 

44 required to view it with the gravest concern." Phrases hit nerves The cr

45 hrases that had aroused international concern and outrage in Beijing, includ

46 level in years, causing international concern over the possibility of a conf

47 wn since 1996 has drawn international concern, especially in Washington, at 

48 wn since 1996 has drawn international concern, especially in Washington, at 

49 s and freely discuss issues of mutual concern to further promote cross-strai

50 s and freely discuss issues of mutual concern to further promote cross-strai

51 ange missile test, Rubin expressed no concern about China's missile test. U

52 tensions have brought expressions of concern from Washington, which has dip

53 reats have been met by expressions of concern by the United States, which re

54 rattling has prompted expressions of concern from the United States, which 

55 ir response was expected. Our present concern, however, is our existence, ou 

56 threats to exert force have prompted concern in the United States, which su

57 ed threats to use force have prompted concern in Washington that the United 

58 e hacker. The web attacks sparked concern from military authorities who 

59 g harsh Beijing condemnations sparked concern in Washington, Tokyo and acros

60 the political row, which has sparked concern in Washington that regional st

61 the political row, which has sparked concern in Washington that regional st

62 president, Lee Teng-hui, who stirred concern in Beijing and Washington by h

63 ven't heard of any new warning. Their concern, they say, is with tensions so 

64 ips. Pentagon cancels Taiwan visit Concern over the new policy led the Cl

65 e added that Washington, which voiced concern that an accidental clash could 

66 ly that threats would be treated with concern. U.S. speaks against putting
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APPENDIX D

The concordance listing of splittism in CMD

N Concordance

1 a part of China. From the 1990s, splittism seriously hurt the tacit agreement

2 ment and people to fight against splittism and defend China' s sovereignty and 

3 ification, and the fight against splittism motivate the country's development. 

4 ment and people to fight against splittism and defend China's sovereignty and

5 motherland and fighting against splittism. No matter how serious and complica

6 motherland and fighting against splittism. No matter how serious and complica

7 interests. The struggle against splittism and against "independence for Taiwa

8 ation on the basis of equality." Splittism doomed to failure PEOPLE'S Daily 

9 ipice.'' Army ready to fight splittism THE People's Liberation Army (PLA) 

10 eking international support for splittism. In 1995, Lee took a step further 

11 uding the US Government. Splittism nature TAIWAN "president" Lee Ten

12 en unbosoming himself about his splittism to an alien radio -- "Voice of Ger

13 atement, the true nature of his splittism can not be concealed, because he ha

14 not cover up the nature of his splittism, according to an article in the Peo

15 not cover up the nature of his splittism. As the premise and foundation for 

16 shield whenever he tries out his splittism. He likes to give himself the credi

17 s to translate into practice his splittism and his separatist policy in Taiwan

18 ar will Lee Teng-hui go with his splittism is still hard to tell, he and his f

19 No Place for Lee Teng-hui's Splittism: Xinhua Commentator A commentator’

20 tegrity, and that Lee Teng-hui's splittism is doomed to failure. HK deput

21 tegrity, and that Lee Teng-hui's splittism is doomed to failure. China

22 r all attempts of Lee Teng-hui's splittism. On Taiwan, this sacred part of Chi

23 o-state relations" statement is splittism, not promoting the level of cross-S

24 to-State Relations" Statement is Splittism An Xinhua News Agency commentary t

25 to-state relations" statement is splittism, not promoting the level of cross-S

26 a, including Taiwan. Lee's splittism theory widely condemned TAIWAN "pr

27 eory intends to provoke national splittism. In his book, Lee lists five of the 

28 of the Taiwan Straits. National splittism to undermine national territorial i

29 pice and stop various actions of splittism to avoid serious consequences to th

30 top perpetrating any activity of splittism against the motherland so as not to 

31 's statement, his true nature of splittism can not be concealed, because he h

32 ing his visit, his propaganda of splittism disrupted the normalization proces

33 marching forward on the road of splittism, and that the "two states" statemen

34 g-hui has gone out of his way of splittism. Out with his ulterior political mo

35 is it for him to have his way of splittism. So he has repeatedly made and impl

36 erritorial integrity, and oppose splittism. Lee Teng-hui has openly defined t

37 ion of the motherland and oppose splittism, we are determined to unshakably im

38 ce the dawn of history to oppose splittism and uphold reunification. This de

39 ce the dawn of history to oppose splittism and uphold reunification. This de

40 territorial integrity, to oppose splittism and promote the peaceful reunificat

41 territorial integrity, to oppose splittism and promote the peaceful reunificat

42 y intends to cultivate political splittism at the excuse of setting up economi

43 eas. Lee obviously aims to spark splittism among minorities. In 1997, Taiwan 

44 nflict to be triggered by Taiwan splittism. Any international forces, if they 

45 Lee's way of thinking, Taiwan's splittism could take advantage of the negativ

46 ernment's resolution to stop the splittism. China is neither Iraq nor Yugos

47 s of splitting China. There, the splittism desire is expressed more boldly and 

48 to slide down the road of their splittism he will have to stand condemned by 

49 s part of China, and that their "splittism action" will be doomed to failure.   

50 mpts of Lee Teng-hui to cling to splittism. His acts have seriously deteriorat

51 mpts by Lee Teng-hui to cling to splittism. His acts have seriously deteriorat

52 on." Attempts to whitewash splittism invalid THE real nature of Lee Ten
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APPENDIX E

1. The concordance listing of we in CMD

NO. Concordance

1 lculation of Taiwan's status. As we all know, Taiwan returned to the moth

2   to separate Taiwan from China. As we all know, since a state of cross-Stra

3 nce for Taiwan". At the same time, we also advise certain people in Taiwan 

4 echnologies--, and the Great Wall, we also have the glorious achievement of

5 as born in this land of China, and we are all the more inspired by its succ

6 not afraid of these activities and we are capable of winning (in case of a 

7 e motherland and oppose splittism, we are determined to unshakably implemen

8 world and Taiwan is part of China. We are firmly opposed to any remarks and

9 (Taiwan "president") Lee Teng-hui. We are not afraid of these activities an

10 iations. However, Jiang stressed, we are not committed to abandoning the u

11 e that 'There is only one China,' we are prepared to talk about any matter

12 e that 'There is only one China,' we are prepared to talk about any matter

13 ighly of this political concept. We are proud of the fact that the "one c

14 one country, two systems" banner, we are sure the day when China achieves 

15 s future is clear and unchanging. We believe it is a matter for the Chines

16 on Taiwan's future is also clear. We believe that it is a matter for the C

17 on Taiwan's future is also clear. We believe that it is a matter for the C

18  on Taiwan's future is also clear. We believe that it is a matter for the C

19 "We are reaching a point that we cannot kick the can down the road. So

20 nto a very dangerous corner. Hence we cannot let these politicians do at th

21 splendid modern civilization; what we Chinese are proud of are not only our

22 responsibility I should shoulder. We Chinese people have the fine traditio

23 d to the Taiwanese statement which we consider as highly irresponsible and 

24 o not support Taiwan independence. We do not support Taiwanese membership i

25 o not support Taiwan independence. We do not support Taiwanese membership i

26 tions where statehood is required. We do not support a two-China policy or 

27 tions where statehood is required. We do not support a two-China policy or 

28 ith the mainland on any subject. We do not know what he means by "any sub

29 the statement read. "Therefore, we earnestly hope that the Chinese natio

30 straits. "Our policy is clear. We favor the one-China policy. We favor 

31 an Straits. "Our policy is clear. We favor the one-China policy. We favor 

32 ar. We favor the one-China policy. We favor the cross-Straits dialogues," C

33 ar. We favor the one-China policy. We favor the cross-strait dialogues," Cl

34  We favour the 'one China' policy. We favour cross-Straits dialogue," Clint

35 n Straits. "Our policy is clear. We favour the 'one China' policy. We fav

36 with the Taiwanese Taoism circle, we feel deeply the close ties between th

37 e nationals must recognize this. We fully support the seven-point Taiwan 

38 on and one country, two systems ". We have been actively promoting personne

39 n people. This is Lee Teng-hui now we have come to know on Taiwan. Investi

40 ed constitutional reforms in 1991, we have defined cross-Straits relations 

41 mmon desire of the Chinese people. We have every reason to place great hope

42 ncestors' intelligence and wisdom, we have Mao Zedong Thought and Deng Xiao

43 a commentary Saturday titled "Why We Have Never Promised to Abandon the Us

44 gion, said Montaperto. "Whenever we have some success, both sides exagger

45 n of China. Following this thought we have succeeded in realizing the retur

46 an down the road. Sooner or later, we have to pay the price," warned Montap

47 eignty and territorial integrity. We have warned the Taiwan authorities to

48 fuse to rule out the use of force. We keep that option open not to target a

49 fuse to rule out the use of force. We keep that option open not to target a

50  oid problems when problems emerge. We kick the can down the road," said Mon

51 a in such a sour atmosphere. But we know clearly that without a "one Chin

52 f cross-Straits disputes. "Since we launched constitutional reforms in 19

53 stability. Since we want stability we must stick to the one-China principle

54 separation of the country, and now we must unite closer under the one count

55 Taiwan authority "is not whether we need democracy." "The point is whet
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56 n from the motherland. "How could we promise to abandon the use of force w

57 last March. This time "he thinks we need to make clear ... that Taiwan's 

58 uld be decided in a peaceful way," We said. If Lee Teng-hui stubbornly ma

59 help lead to reunification. "If we say now that we will never use force,

60 ved this law and truth. Q: So can we say that Lee Teng-hui and other figur

61 democracy." "The point is whether we should defend State sovereignty and i

62 n both sides of the Taiwan Strait. We should do our utmost to ease up the t

63 nst the people across the Straits, we should resolutely oppose all his crim

64 ble danger even in times of peace. We should strengthen national defence an

65 a, one Taiwan" can be created. But we should these are just whimsical talks

66  e in China's internal affairs, and we strongly condemn and firmly oppose it

67 e in China's internal affairs, and we strongly condemn and firmly oppose th

68 ery clear: We support 'one China', we support dialogues by the two sides ac

69 se that "Our policy is very clear: We support 'one China', we support dialo

70 nce again reaffirm our stance that we support 'One-China' policy." Meanwhi

71 nce again reaffirm our stance that we support 'One-China' policy." Meanwh

72 nce again reaffirm our stance that we support 'One-China' policy." Meanwhi

73 cy can be implemented, she said. We understand the Taiwanese are keen to 

74 elations. We want stability. Since we want stability we must stick to the o

75 to in our cross-Strait relations. We want stability. Since we want stabili

76 ited Kingdom." That is, he said, "We acknowledge the position of the Chin

77 ited Kingdom." That is, he said, "We acknowledge the position of the Chin

78 easures and put aside that bill. "We also hope that the US congressmen ar

79 out, everyone is disappointed. "We are reaching a point that we cannot 

80 al community, the official said. "We as always advocate that the "One Chi

81 l community, the official said. "We as always advocate that the 'one Chi

82 is doomed to failure," it says. "We believe that no country will disrega

83 future as "clear and unchanging." "We believe that it is a matter for the 

84 n of the motherland, they noted. "We call on our counterparts in Taiwan t

85 "one China" stance in the past. "We can not agree with this theory," he 

86 "one China" stance in the past. "We can not agree with this theory," he 

87 "one China" stance in the past. "We can not agree with this theory," he 

88 "one China" stance in the past. "We can not agree with this theory," he 

89 ursuing his own political agenda. "We Chinese all over the world shall rec

90 ursuing his own political agenda. "We Chinese all over the world shall rec

91 attempts are doomed to failure. "We Chinese people have the determinatio

92 attempts are doomed to failure. "We Chinese people have the determinatio

93 cope with problems in advance. "We choose to ignore and avoid problems 

94 that Taiwan is a separate state. "We condemn this statement," said Sharif

95 "one China" policy, Zhu added. "We demand that pro-Taiwan and anti-Chin

96 from China is doomed to failure. "We demand that pro-Taiwan and anti-Chin

97 e it came out in 1979, Zhu said. "We demand that the US government strict

98 gh domestic laws, Zhu stressed. "We demand that the US Government strict

99 st remarks on the Taiwan issue. "We do not support Taiwan independence. 

100 old a regular news briefing that "We do not support Taiwan independence. 

101 sman James Rubin said on Tuesday: "We do not think the bill is helpful, es

102 hu Rongji this week, Sharif said, "we firmly believe that Taiwan is and wi

103 orted in the end, Chen stressed. "We fully respect and understand the Tai

104 ion of the motherland. Sun said, "We greatly treasure the present situati

105 e," says the commentator, adding, "We have the ability and determination t

106 e," says the commentator, adding, "We have the ability and the determinati

107 e Taiwan Straits to resolve," and "we have an abiding interests and concer

108 iwan issue by peaceful means. But "we have no choice," if Lee Teng-hui per

109 licy on Taiwan has not changed. "We have discussed the Taiwan issue many

110 he paid a state visit to China. "We have a one-China policy. That has be

111 gnty and territorial integrity. "We have warned the Taiwan authorities t

112 ent spokesman James Rubin said. "We have a one-China policy. That has be

113 n Straits to resolve," he said. "We have for some time encouraged both s

114 false charge," the article says. "We have to admit the 'creativity' in Le

115 two systems'," Jiang stressed. "We have always actively promoted mutual

116 ical trend, the spokesman added. "We hereby warn Lee Teng-hui and the Tai

117 s to rule out the use of force. "We keep that option open not to target 

118 e People's Republic of China. And "we maintain our invariable friendship w
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119 e People's Republic of China. And "we maintain our invariable friendship w

120 e People's Republic of China. And "we maintain our invariable friendship

121 strated success in Hong Kong, and "we maintained everyone's right of speec

122 of Taiwan leader Lee Teng- hui. "We must ensure that Taiwan's status as 

123 People's Liberation Army (PLA). "We oppose the splittist activities of (

124 " statement is absurd, it noted. "We persistently advocate that we will r

125 is absurd, the editorial noted. "We persistently advocate that we will r

126 erence to the one China policy. "We reaffirmed our commitment to our 'on

127 rence in Washington on Thursday. "We refuse to rule out the use of force.

128 rence in Washington on Thursday. "We refuse to rule out the use of force.

129 day to make their stance known. "We returned scholars share the common u

130 Lee's popular support in Taiwan. "We see no pragmatism in Lee's statement

131 resulted in new manifestations. "We should always prepare ourselves for 

132 ording to the defence minister. "We should effectively strengthen our de

133 aking trouble. It stresses that "we should be on high alert over Lee's n

134 deas. The article stresses that "we should be on alert because of Lee's 

135 acknowledged by most countries. "We strongly oppose any activities for p

136 acknowledged by most countries. "We strongly oppose any activities for p

137 that. He is playing with fire." "We strongly support the Chinese governm

138 Office of the Chinese Embassy. "We therefore urge the Taiwan authoritie

139 ocratic Self-Government League. "We think that the time will not be ripe

140 etween the mainland and Taiwan. "We want peaceful reunification, not war

141 ts in Taiwan. He emphasized that "we welcome more Taiwan compatriots to v

142 Straits share common interests. "We will firmly adhere to 'peaceful reun

143 ate Taiwan from the motherland. "We will not stand by and let this happe

144 ted," he pointed out, saying that "we will defend the state sovereignty an

145 l reunification" has been closed. "We'd like to admonish Lee Teng-hui that

146 "Under the 'one China' principle, we will adopt practical and flexible mea

147 because of Lee's new moves, and we will deal a head-on blow to whatever 

148 gh alert over Lee's new moves, and we will deal a head-on blow to whatever 

149 in our national interest and that we will do everything that needs to be d

150 scenic spots in inland areas, and we will ensure their legitimate rights a

151 e motherland and some months later we will greet the return of Macao. The l

152 the one country, two systems' and we will never commit ourselves to abando

153 the 'one country, two systems' and we will never commit ourselves to abando

154 arate Taiwan from the motherland. We will never sit idle if some people en

155 unification. "If we say now that we will never use force, we will probabl

156 litical negotiations." "However, we will not commit ourselves to renounci

157 now that we will never use force, we will probably turn our objectives int

158 . "We persistently advocate that we will realize the reunification of the

159 d. "We persistently advocate that we will realize the reunification of the

160 at hope on our Taiwan compatriots. We will surely achieve our end of nation

161 t progress as its own sacred duty. We will unswervingly fight for the great

162 rio (of war) to occur. "However, we would be extremely unwilling to see c

163 levant regulations. "As Chinese, we would never expect the separation of 

2. The concordance listing of we in AMD

NO. Concordance

1 the missiles splashed down. "We always know what the PRC is up to and

2 over 8,000 km (5,000 miles). "We are 90 percent sure it is the DF-31,'

3 ficials. ``As we leave Taiwan, we are calling upon the PRC (Peoples' Re

4 sidential election, Li said, "Yes, we are concerned." Some members of the

5 idential election, Li said, ``Yes, we are concerned.'' Some contenders 

6 Chien-jen told reporters. ``If we are equals, and the other side accept

7 o state relationship, meaning that we are equals,'' cabinet spokesman Chen 

8 capability, but this does not mean we are incapable of launching an attack,

9 capability, but this does not mean we are incapable of launching an attack,

10 alysts were more cautious. "If we are mistaken by the United States' no

11 in the Chinese war of words. "We are not committed to abandoning the u

12 w broke out, Jiang told Clinton: "We are not committed to abandoning the u
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13 a decisive break from China. "We are not saying this for the sake of i

14 preventive military assault. "We are not saying this for the sake of i

15 re part of the same country. "We are not committed to abandoning the u

16 `I think these incidents show that we are probably in our most vulnerable s

17 eijing and Taipei ``how determined we are to have a peaceful resolution thr

18 the other side accepts that, then we are willing to talk about any issues 

19 arrow their differences. ``All we ask for is an equal status on both si

20 en to safeguard national security. We ask out people to please be at ease,"

21 ll," Chiu said. "From 1990 to 1997 we averaged six percent growth a year. T

22 did not care about anything, won't we be able to take Taiwan?'' ``Do no

23 and this is a way to say something we believe,'' said Yen Chen-shen, an ass

24 r Wang Daohan's visit in autumn so we can continue constructive dialogue on

25 r Wang Danhan's visit in autumn so we can continue constructive dialogue on

26 and is bigger and has more people. We can definitely endure a war better th

27 nland. ``There is only one way we can go to promote peaceful cross-stra

28 ement with China. And then I think we can have a peaceful relationship.''  

29 ow all Macedonian politicians that we can help this country recover and imp

30 ecognized as a developing country. We can never accept terms that exceed ou

31 er in chief, smiled broadly. "We can now be assured of the effectivene

32 has made people feel good. At last we can say what we really are." Beijin

33 lied. ``I think that the more that we can specify up front exactly what we 

34 . ``I think that the more that we can specify up front exactly what we 

35 Even if they don't agree with us, we can talk about it," Su said. Foreign

36 t. ``'We're going to do something. We can't tell you what, but we're going 

37 try spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue. "We consider this a thorough rejection of

38 try spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue. "We consider this a thorough rejection of

39 uldn't negotiate, no area in which we couldn't cooperate," Lien told more t

40 treatment, there would be nothing we couldn't negotiate, no area in which 

41 ry ambiguous signals about whether we'd defend Taiwan itself,'' Forbes adde

42 ave atomic bombs,'' she said. ``If we did not care about anything, won't we

43 te containing open information, so we didn't think firewalls were necessary

44 here are still subjects upon which we disagree and have to work out the arr

45 hile there are subjects upon which we disagree...I was quite satisfied with

46 tary movements were routine. "We do not have suggestions that there is

47 t think tank said on Friday. "We do not want a showdown,'' Yang Lixian

48 wart, by force if necessary. "We do not want to be discriminated again

49 alleged intelligence matters. But we do take all such reports seriously an

50 comment in detail. But she said, "We do take all such reports seriously, a

51 t being specific, Albright said: "We don't comment on alleged intelligence

52 been encouraging contacts, ``what we don't have is the robust, constant ey

53 lations with China on track, "what we don't have is the robust, constant ey

54 only days from launching a test. "We don't know whether one's going to occ

55 om the perspective of world peace, we don't think this is an act worthy of 

56 to U.S. pressure and buy something we don't want to buy,'' Chang, a member 

57 would be junked, Chen said. "We don't want to do anything to create c

58 ndle these matters,'' Tang said. "We don't wish to see any provocation but

59 ning the international waterway. "We don't wish to see any provocation but

60 can specify up front exactly what we expect ... and be very firm about wh

61 can specify up front exactly what we expect ... and be very firm about wha

62 up tall in the world, and how can we expect the public to have confidence 

63 ight destabilize the region. "We expressed concern about Chinese saber

64 ch to working out the differences. We favor a cross-strait dialogue." "Ou

65 ssary," Lien said. "At present we feel it's enough, but they don't shar

66 ilian aviation and shipping. "We follow international law and are extr

67 icials on the Taiwan matter. "We had a good set of meetings,'' Assista

68 o restore a level of communication we had before.'' Tang said President

69 would meet Taiwan head-on only if we had no other choice,'' Yang said afte

70 rters after his appointment. "We have a 'one China' policy. When it co

71 ficial was quoted as saying. "We have ample power. This point is not t

72 ficial was quoted as saying. "We have ample power. This point is not t

73 .S. anti-proliferation laws. "We have and will fully and faithfully im

74 ``I am not going to pretend that we have arrived at all the answers.''   

75 nomic development was wrong. "We have atomic bombs,'' she said. ``If w
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76 atching the situation closely, and we have been in touch with both sides on

77 n. "We do need advanced equipment. We have been procuring a lot of equipmen

78 `There is a feeling in Taiwan that we have been squeezed in the internation

79 not now,'' Lee said. ``Only after we have democratic reunification shall t

80 basis, and declared, ``Only after we have democratic reunification shall t

81 the televised speech. "Only after we have democratic reunification shall t

82 not now,'' Lee said. ``Only after we have democratic reunification shall t

83 the televised speech. ``Only after we have democratic reunification shall t

84 d island, the ministry said. "We have detected no escort planes to cov

85 e we would make, that is as far as we have ever gone, and I don't intend to

86 e we would make, that is as far as we have ever gone, and I don't intend to

87 o maintain the stable society that we have had up to now,'' said Tsai Ben-w

88 m tensions. ``All I can say is we have laid down every marker that we k

89 . Without an equal status, how can we have meaningful dialogue or conversat

90 y endure a war better than Taiwan. We have more room for manoeuvre.'' C

91 rgoing ''normal training.'' "We have not received any notice,'' a spo

92 ,'' the People's Daily said. "We have noticed that Taiwan authorities 

93 nd we investigate them thoroughly. We have raised our concerns with China a

94 nd we investigate them thoroughly. We have raised our concerns with China, 

95 h statements coming out of Taiwan. We have reiterated our position that we 

96 h statements coming out of Taiwan. We have reiterated our position that we 

97 ``We've made a statement that we have this special state to state rela

98 o. ``We won't be happy here if we have to bow to U.S. pressure and buy 

99 ift. "Facing this new situation, we have to be fully prepared to control 

100 ential impact on the region. "We have to address a lot of other countr

101 S. forces to protect Taiwan. "We have to make that clear to the Chines

102 ith Washington,'' Chou said. "We have to deal with the situation very 

103 embrace a democratic China. "We have warned the Taiwan authorities to

104 oted Jiang as saying to Clinton. "We have warned the Taiwan authorities to

105 underestimate the Chinese people. We have woken up. The people are basica

106 "Taiwan knows how much equipment we have," the source said. "No wonder Ta

107 S. policy toward the island. "We haven't given (China Airlines) any pr

108 es Office in March "At this time we haven't received any news through any

109 ang will visit. ``At this time we haven't received any news through any

110 he area and U.S.-China ties. "We ... hope that the U.S. congressmen ar

111 wan in September or October. "We hope Mr. Wang can come to visit anyti

112 wan in September or October. "We hope Mr. Wang can come to visit anyti

113 des' liking on the mainland. "We hope the authorities there can procee

114 ing standards,'' Cheng said. "We hope to export goods produced in Mace

115 ``This is very significant, and we ignore the effects on security at our

116 ke all such reports seriously, and we investigate them thoroughly. We have 

117 ake all such reports seriously and we investigate them thoroughly. We have 

118 said businessman Jeffrey Hsu. ``If we just do business without getting invo

119 e have laid down every marker that we know how to lay down about the seriou

120 ecessary," the official said. "Now we know it's a problem and we will fix i

121 very well what our policy is, and we know quite well what their policy is,

122 d security in the Western Pacific. We know that the States are obligated to

123 and other top officials. ``As we leave Taiwan, we are calling upon the

124 r exists," he said. "Shouldn't we let everyone in the world know the Re

125 aised our concerns with China, and we'll continue to do so.'' If the tr

126 raised our concerns with China and we'll continue to do so.'' The newsp

127 f eventual reunification. "Since we made our constitutional reforms in 19

128 . "If cross-strait tensions mount, we may find voters will opt for the ruli

129 ng Fei told the state radio. ``But we must be wary of the rumors that they 

130 ro-Taiwan sentiment in Congress. "We must be very clear with Beijing. The 

131 the only basis for contacts. "We must conduct interactions with the Ch

132 contacts was between equals. "We must conduct interactions with the Ch

133 contacts was between equals. "We must conduct interactions with the Ch

134 nments were co-equal states. "We must conduct interactions with the Ch

135 n ''Meet the Press.'' ``I believe we must defend Taiwan if they are attack

136 chological warfare campaign. "We must let the people know the truth so

137 equipment from the United States. We need it for surface defense and air d

138 rve a relationship of appeasement. We need real rules of engagement with Ch
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139 ush went no further than saying, "We need to honor our commitments in the

140 saying to President Jiang ... that we obviously take a very strong view aga

141 t I like to point out that whether we participate or not depends very much 

142 f national reunification." "If we pledge not to use force, peaceful reu

143 of national reunification. "If we pledge not to use force, peaceful reu

144 l in charge of China policy. "We're a democratic country. There's no w

145 thing. We can't tell you what, but we're going to do something.' The goal f

146 on't think China will do anything. We're not scared of China.'' China h

147 e there in numbers, we're trained, we're ready and we're very powerful," Re

148 aiwan. "We are there in numbers, we're trained, we're ready and we're ver

149 rs, we're trained, we're ready and we're very powerful," Rear Adm. Timothy 

150 own, the reports said. "Obviously we're watching the situation closely, an

151 feel good. At last we can say what we really are." Beijing's furious resp

152 ides of the strait peacefully. And we really hope that they resolve the iss

153 Minister Roberto Rojas said. "We recognize Taiwan as a democratic coun

154 ion of the one-China principle and we reject it," said a spokesman for Chin

155 ted pressure on China Airlines and we respect its decision,'' Lin said.   

156 and people have always meant what we say,'' the newspaper said. ``Do not h

157 as it did last week. ``Unless we see more major bearish factors in rel

158 ld a news briefing. ``Nor have we seen any such planes flying from west

159 "This is not an easy achievement. We should at least get some credit."    

160 tch its focus from Europe to Asia. We should beware." Beijing was outrage

161 ``If we want to have dialogue, we should give the other side the chance

162 care about the question of whether we should reunify with China or become i

163 system, observers said. "How can we stand up tall in the world, and how c

164 Taiwan as a political equal. "We strongly support President Lee's righ

165 challenging the status quo. "We strongly support President Lee's righ

166 ITY: Good to be here. HALL: Yes, we talked about the Taiwan legislation -

167 have reiterated our position that we technically remain committed to a one

168 have reiterated our position that we technically remain committed to a one

169 to have the kind of dialogue which we think is the only realistic way to re

170 ate confusion or misunderstanding. We think special state-to-state relation

171 r misunderstanding,'' Chen said. "We think special state-to-state relation

172 military was on high alert. "We think that this is a very dangerous s

173 tary movements were routine. "We think that this is a very dangerous s

174 were required by those laws, were we to determine that the entities engage

175 China as full support for Taiwan, we underestimate and overlook the United

176 entagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon. "We urge both sides to show restraint.'' 

177 ned in the spirit and in the means we use to handle these matters,'' Tang s

178 achieve any immediate results, but we've always felt that no one can predic

179 rs in a telephone interview. "We've detected nothing abnormal. There a

180 hese are how accidents happen, and we've made that clear," Leavy said. Chi

181 us to the Taipei government. "We've made a statement that we have this

182 "We want to sit down to talk, but we want to talk with our existing status

183 ir ties are at a low point, nor do we want to damage our interaction with t

184 tion to Wang on Thursday. ``If we want to have dialogue, we should give

185 drive are far less complete. "We are ready," he said. "We hope that w

186 meant by its change of policy. "We are hoping that will be clarified th

187 ch stopped in Ireland to refuel. "We are hoping that will be clarified th

188 y if it tries to invade Taiwan. "We are there in numbers, we're trained,

189 democracy and a free economy. "We believe people everywhere in China o

190 open for dialogue with Beijing. "We can talk about anything. Even if the

191 l feelings towards each other." "We can better understand one another an

192 l feelings towards each other." "We can better understand one another an

193 wo sides for the past 50 years. "We cannot rule out the force option," L

194 n this terminology, its essence "We consider this a thorough rejection o

195 nistry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue. 'We consider this a thorough rejection o

196 la and stop selling arms to it. "We demand that the United States scrupu

197 ernment spokesman Chen Chien-jen. "We do need advanced equipment. We have 

198 legitimate self-defense needs." "We do not preclude the possible sale of

199 g for clarification from Taiwan. "We do not undertake to give up the use 

200 d," Zhang said before responding. "We don't recognize the so-called 'presi

201 ersial new policy on Wednesday. "We don't want to do anything to create 
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202 ed, the president emphasized that "we favor a peaceful approach to working

203 ut refused to disclose details. "We had a good set of meetings," Roth to

204 f the U.S. position on China. "We have a 'one China' policy; cross-Str

205 meaning was not yet determined. "We have to be cautious and figure out 

206 ecting U.S.-China Relationship "We have no intention of hurting relatio

207 24 years of often harsh rule.    "We have taken note of the result of the

208 official was quoted as saying. "We have ample power. This point is not 

209 e told the Deutche Welle station, "we have redefined cross Strait relation

210 eople's Daily said on Thursday. 'We have noticed that Taiwan authorities

211 s, a U.S. spokesman said today. "We have not received any threats or ult

212 ndefinitely" for reunification. "We hereby warn Lee Teng-hui and the Tai

213 constructive talks with Beijing. "We hope the Taiwan authorities will not

214 they intend one day to reunite. "We hope that Lee Teng-hui and the Taiwa

215 ete. "We are ready," he said. "We hope that when the WTO members consi

216 would be preferable, he said. "We hope Taiwan and the mainland can sit

217 t Party, not state president. "We never raised the question of how Jia

218 ment spokesman James Rubin said. "We obviously - and let me repeat if it'

219 ment spokesman James Rubin said. "We obviously ... strongly oppose any at

220 ates." He told a news briefing: "We obviously...strongly oppose any atte

221 r of friendliness remains thin. "We really can't consider China and the 

222 each other as separate states. "We sternly warn Lee Teng-hui and the Ta

223 by ARATS Chairman Wang Daohan. "We think that the time will not be ripe

224 holding out much hope, he said. "We very much know what their response w

225 its civil war ouster in 1949. "We want to sit down to talk, but we wan

226 sides to relax their rhetoric. "We want neither side to take steps or m

227 e out the force option," Li said. "We want to prepare ourselves to stop an

228 the agenda, a U.S. official said: "We wanted to make clear that our 'one-C

229 nsation for the bombing damage, "we were able to restore a level of com

230 lear weapons in any conflict. "We will not be the first to use nuclear

231 pokesman Sun Yuxi told reporters. "We will never be the first to use nucle

232 ovement in relations," Lee said. "We will foster dialogue and negotiation

233 s on an equal footing," Lee said. "We will also strengthen our contacts wi

234 he Nanjing Military Region, sang: "We will liberate Taiwan," the newspaper

235 ed to defend national security. "We will not be provocative, but we will

236 lve the issue was unacceptable. "We will be saying to President Jiang ..

237 rman of Taiwan's ruling party. "(We will) clearly define cross-strait r

238 island as a renegade province. "We won't renounce the use of force," Ch

239 h-tech land in the next decade. "We wonder if the base of our security a

240 f Taiwan asserted independence. "We would not undertake to renounce the 

241 t solution to the Taiwan issue. "We would ... consider any effort to det

242 its covetous communist rival. "We would like to keep our relations wit

243 tment spokesman James Rubin said: "We would determine and consider any eff

244 olution to the future of Taiwan. "We would determine and consider any eff

245 lution to the future of Taiwan. "We would determine and consider any eff

246 venon told The Washington Post. "'We're going to do something. We can't t

247 significance of its statements. "We're not going to draw grand conclusio

248 it comes to diplomatic relations (we) always maintain our trade links, wh

249 no encouragement. But no one said we were wrong." The war of words bet

250 months of sharp gains. 'I think we will again look back at this and it w

251 on an equal footing,'' Lee said. "We will also strengthen our contacts wit

252 ting involved in sensitive issues, we will be fine. I think.'' Chintan 

253 "With the support of our allies, we will continue to call out internation

254 "With the support of our allies, we will continue to call out internation

255 ina still are our basic policy and we will continue in that direction."    

256 ocracy and Taiwan is a democracy. We will deal with Taiwan on that particu

257 ed the legislator as saying. "We will defend the state sovereignty and

258 n Monday's cross-ministry meeting, we will discuss various measures to fort

259 d. "Now we know it's a problem and we will fix it in the next few days."   

260 d speech to Rotary Club members. "We will foster dialogue and negotiations

261 nt in relations,'' Lee said. "We will foster dialogue and negotiations

262 e Nanjing Military Region, sang: "We will liberate Taiwan,'' the paper sai

263 theastern Fujian province, sang: "We will liberate Taiwan.'' The 12-ho

264 e Nanjing Military Region, sang: "We will liberate Taiwan,'' it said.     



Appendices

165

265 uclear weapons." "Furthermore, we will never use nuclear weapons agains

266 ted to Chinese rule in 1997. "We will never sit idle if some people en

267 itical settlement on Bougainville. We will not threaten or use force.''    

268 "We will not be provocative, but we will not avoid (conflict) or show wea

269 rces are splitting the motherland, we will not rule out the use of force to

270 rces are splitting the motherland, we will not rule out the use of force to

271 rces are splitting the motherland, we will not rule out the use of force to

272 rces are splitting the motherland, we will not rule out using military forc

273 parate Taiwan from the motherland. We will not stand by and let this happen

274 ould get involved,'' Dicks said. "We will see what happens, but this is ob

275 if America doesn't intervene, and we will strike if America intervenes,'' 

276 r steps toward independence. "We will strike if America doesn't interv

277 d number two in Asia and this year we will surpass five percent," Lien said

278 ealand. "If it can go smoothly we wish them success and hope this will 

279 move aggressively against Taiwan, we won't act, necessarily,'' said Bush. 

280 e their governments said so. "We won't be happy here if we have to bow

281 t ... and be very firm about what we would do, the less chance that we wou

282 ct ... and be very firm about what we would do, the less chance that we wou

283 we would do, the less chance that we would ever have to go to that particu

284 we would do, the less chance that we would ever have to go to that particu

285 ing. "And as far as what response we would make, that is as far as we have

286 ing. "And as far as what response we would make, that is as far as we have

287 old Reuters in an interview. "We would meet Taiwan head-on only if we 

288 interest above their own lives. "We would rather lose a thousand soldiers

289 Teng-hui,'' the commentary said. "We would rather lose a thousand soldiers

290 democratic country. There's no way we would refuse such a thing,'' Su told 

291 nder the Taiwan Relations Act that we would take very seriously any abridgm

292 .'' Clinton also told Jiang, "We would take very seriously any abridgm

293 ts of U.S. law,'' Albright said. "We would take any actions that were requ

294 Clinton said he told Jiang, "We would take very seriously any abridgm
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APPENDIX F

1. Concordance listing of must in CMD

NO. Concordance

1 S relations are very important and must not be damaged. He promised to try 

2 . Lee and the Taiwan authorities must understand that splitting the count

3 danger of arms sales to Taiwan and must cancel arms sales to Taiwan and tak

4 nger of selling arms to Taiwan and must correct its mistake through concret

5 July 9 that cross-Straits contacts must be conducted on a "special state-to

6 should not be violated. A country must practice what it preaches and honor

7 plit China's education and culture must be opposed. Xinhua Commentator 

8 ts relations shall be improved. He must lose no time to dish up his "two-st

9 China, and adds that Lee Teng-hui must be responsible for all consequences

10 statement warns that Lee Teng-hui must not underestimate the firm determin

11 ry to pursue Taiwan's independence must understand the danger that exists i

12 in China's internal affairs. It must be pointed out that the "Taiwan Rel

13 g in China's internal affairs. It must be pointed out that the "Taiwan Rel

14 e Straits Exchanges Foundation, it must abandon the separatist road with th

15 ganizations of Taiwan in Hong Kong must be held within the restraints of re

16 original ties of China? Kuomintang must likewise be deprived of all of its 

17 the Taiwan society and people. Lee must give up his separatist remarks and 

18 d "independence for Taiwan". Lee must stop playing with fire and stop all

19 ional politics, a sovereign nation must have a certain number of residents,

20 ina and that all Chinese nationals must recognize this. We fully support 

21 nd said the sovereignty of nations must be respected despite increasing glo

22 and the unification of China. One must not be vague on this matter. It i

23 ng the reunification of China. One must not be vague on this matter of prin

24 negotiations several basic points must be insisted upon, that is, there is

25 rinciple is a must. This principle must be abided by if relations are to be

26  -Straits relations. This principle must be abided by if relations are to be

27 nd improved and expanded relations must be based on the three joint communi

28 d up. The cross-straits relations must turn for the better, which is in th

29 aimed on July 9 that the relations must be considered on a "state to state"

30 ces. Therefore their final reunion must be influenced and restricted by tho

31 istrative Region. The Taiwan side must clarify that to calm down the inten

32 rangement acceptable to both sides must be found out for Taiwan's political

33 rritory are indivisible and Taiwan must be reunited with the motherland, it

34 reate the "independence of Taiwan" must clearly see that there does exist t

35 nnouncing that cross-Straits talks must be conducted on a "state-to-state,"

36 urb Sino-German relationship. That must be futile." The Sino-German ties a

37 Straits Exchanges Foundation, they must abandon the separatist road with th

38 which occupied China at the time, must restore Taiwan to China, which duly

39 y, it says. The Taiwanese troops must have poor morale, as Lee's separati

40 ence University of China. The US must accept the fact that China is an im

41 Taiwan leader Lee Teng- hui. "We must ensure that Taiwan's status as an i

42 aration of the country, and now we must unite closer under the one country 

43 bility. Since we want stability we must stick to the one-China principle. T

44 e is one bottom line: All the work must be done on the basis that there is 

2. Concordance listing of must in AMD

NO. Concordance

1 s a long way from becoming law and must first be passed by the Senate Forei

2 danger of arms sales to Taiwan and must cancel arms sales to Taiwan and tak

3 ontacts between Taipei and Beijing must be conducted on a "special state-to

4 ontacts between Taipei and Beijing must be conducted on a "special state-to

5 iwan, foreign reporters in Beijing must watch their language, or risk being
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6  d on July 9, when Lee said Beijing must deal with Taiwan on a ``state-to-st

7 on reunification, but says Beijing must embrace democracy first. Rogue

8 i announced on July 9 that Beijing must accept that relations across the Ta

9 eek about Lee's claim that Beijing must deal with Taiwan on a "state-to-sta

10 rom Lee's declaration that Beijing must deal with Taiwan on a "state-to-sta

11 e Teng-hui said today that Beijing must gradually come to terms with his af

12 oys a high degree of autonomy, but must defer to Beijing on decisions conce

13 s armed forces for 50 years -- but must surrender to Beijing's sovereignty 

14 on the island who follow his call must realize that there is no way out of

15 Under Taiwan law, all candidates must have 250,000 signatures of support 

16 Under Taiwan law, all candidates must have 250,000 signatures of support 

17 that ties between Taiwan and China must be on a ``special state-to-state'' 

18 that ties between Taiwan and China must be on a "special state-to-state" ba

19 l statement, that Taiwan and China must deal with one another on a "state-t

20 i defended his comments that China must deal with Taiwan on a state-to-stat

21 ee said his declaration that China must deal with Taiwan ``on a state-to-st

22 ds behind his statement that China must deal with Taiwan on a state-to-stat

23 ds behind his statement that China must deal with Taiwan on a state-to-stat

24 ly 9, that Taipei-Beijing contacts must be conducted on a "special state-to

25 They also agreed the Taiwan crisis must be solved quickly. After a lunc

26 explosive content. ``Democracy must be from top to bottom, orderly and 

27 arade that it is not China's equal must be dropped. Lee's unexpected de

28 renegade province that eventually must be reunited with the mainland, by f

29 renegade province that eventually must be reunited with the mainland. The 

30 renegade province that eventually must be reunited with the mainland, by f

31 renegade province that eventually must be reunited with the mainland and h

32 is eager to join the WTO but first must reach market-opening accords with t

33 China, they say the mainland first must become democratic. Hoping to diff

34 doomed to fail.'' ``Lee Teng-hui must be held responsible for his words a

35 "doomed to fail." "Lee Teng-hui must be held responsible for his words a

36 doomed to fail.'' ``Lee Teng-hui must be held responsible for his words a

37 utual understanding. ``One thing I must emphasise here is the friendship be

38 mutual understanding. "One thing I must emphasize here is the friendship be

39 a and the Nationalist-ruled island must be on a ``special state-to-state''

40 The United States will do what it must to defend freedom and stability in 

41 t ties with the communist mainland must be on a "special state-to-state" b

42 ijing interactions in the meantime must be conducted on a basis of equality

43 ijing interactions in the meantime must be conducted on a basis of equality

44 y 9, that Taipei-Beijing talks now must be conducted on a ``special state t

45 ncement that Taiwan-China ties now must be conducted on a state-to-state ba

46 phabet in Chinese, which means one must memorise its pictographic character

47 as an insubordinate province which must be brought under its rule, assailed

48 n China-Taiwan standoff, reporters must tread carefully BEIJING (AP) -- Am

49 te Saturday that the United States must be ``tough and firm'' in dealing wi

50 ining. It's just like how students must undergo regular examinations,'' Kun

51 stration argues Beijing and Taipei must peacefully decide the island's futu

52 to run, since candidates in Taiwan must be at least 40 years old. ``I a

53 communist neighbour. ``Taiwan must face reality,'' the 64-year-old wri

54 he had said Taipei-Beijing talks must be based. ``The decision-making

55 Lee's view that Taiwan-China talks must be conducted on a ``special state-t

56 aiwan as a breakaway province that must be reunified with the mainland _ by

57 s Taiwan a breakaway province that must eventually be reunited with the mai

58 onsiders a breakaway province that must eventually be reunited with the mai

59 d as a insubordinate province that must be brought under its rule. Taiw

60 as an insubordinate province that must be brought back under its sovereign

61 as an insubordinate province that must be brought under its sovereignty --

62 as an insubordinate province that must be brought under its sovereignty, v

63 as an insubordinate province that must be brought under its rule. Taiw

64 as an insubordinate province that must be brought under its rule, assailed

65 as an insubordinate province that must be brought under its sovereignty, w

66 n as a insubordinate province that must be brought under its rule -- by for

67 n as a insubordinate province that must be brought under its rule -- by for

68 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be brought under its rule, denounce



Appendices

168

69 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be brought under its rule, regards 

70 Taiwan is a renegade province that must eventually be reunited with the mai

71 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be brought under its rule, denounce

72 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be returned to the mainland at some

73 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland sinc

74 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland and 

75 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland sinc

76 Taiwan as a renegade province that must eventually be reunified with the ma

77 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be brought under its rule, denounce

78 island as a renegade province that must be reunited with the mainland, by f

79 Taiwan as a renegade province that must eventually be reunified with the ma

80 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the motherland.  

81 considers a renegade province that must be reunified with the motherland.  

82 island as a renegade province that must eventually be reunified with the ma

83 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland and 

84 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland sinc

85 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunited and has always said it 

86 considers a renegade province that must be reunited with the mainland.     

87 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland sinc

88 considers a renegade province that must be reunified with the motherland. T

89 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunited with the mainland. Ch

90 considers a renegade province that must be brought under its rule. The 

91 Taiwan as a renegade province that must be reunified with the mainland sinc

92 ds Taiwan as a rogue province that must eventually be reunited with the mai

93 ders Taiwan a rogue province that must be reunified with the mainland, by 

94 iders Taiwan a rogue province that must be reunified with the mainland, by 

95 iders Taiwan a rogue province that must be reunified with the mainland -- b

96 Taiwan as a wayward province that must be reunified with the mainland as t

97 Taiwan as a wayward province that must be reunified with the mainland as t

98 Taiwan as a wayward province that must eventually be reunified with the ma

99 Taiwan as a wayward province that must eventually be reunified with the ma

100 ards it as a wayward province that must be reunified with the mainland.    

101 Taiwan as a wayward province that must be reunited with the mainland and r

102 with no claim to sovereignty that must be brought under Beijing's rule, by

103 t as the Americans, therefore they must have stolen the technology," Zhao s

104 on July 9 that Taipei-Beijing ties must be conducted on a ``special state-t

105 's demand that Taipei-Beijing ties must be considered as "special state-to-

106 9 assertion that Taiwan-China ties must be on a "special state-to-state" b

107 y asserting that Taiwan-China ties must be on a ``special state-to-state'' 

108 nt Lee Teng-hui asserted that ties must be on a "special state to state" ba

109 tacts. He said his talks with Wang must go ahead to keep communication line

110 ''Meet the Press.'' ``I believe we must defend Taiwan if they are attacked.

111 Fei told the state radio. ``But we must be wary of the rumors that they spr

112 logical warfare campaign. ``We must let the people know the truth so th

113 Taiwan sentiment in Congress. ``We must be very clear with Beijing. The Uni

114 only basis for contacts. ``We must conduct interactions with the Chine

115 tacts was between equals. ``We must conduct interactions with the Chine

116 tacts was between equals. ``We must conduct interactions with the Chine

117 nts were co-equal states. ``We must conduct interactions with the Chine

118 eal, announced last week and which must be approved by the Clinton administ
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APPENDIX G

1. Concordance listing of should in CMD

NO. Concordance

1 "Lee Teng-hui and his accomplices should not underestimate the resolution,

2 eng-hui sternly that on no account should the "one China" principle be unde

3 It reiterates that China's affairs should be solved by the Chinese people t

4 nt to forming a military alliance. Should Taiwan be admitted to TMD, It mea

5 rto. "Both Chinese and Americans should understand that partnership means

6 iques and related commitments, and should take immediate actions to prevent

7 tion of the Chinese Government and should be resolved by Chinese people on 

8 y belongs to the whole nation, and should never be allowed to be altered by

9 ent tension across the straits and should adopt a "smarter policy" toward T

10 current cross-Straits tension and should adopt a "smarter policy" toward T

11 Chinese nation. If Lee's attempts should succeed, China would be dismember

12 of a rascal. Taiwan authorities should understand that the one China pri

13 eng-hui and the Taiwan authorities should size up the situation soberly, re

14 of China. The Taiwan authorities should quickly return to the "one China"

15 icle said. The Taiwan authorities should understand that the one China pri

16 eng-hui and the Taiwan authorities should size up the situation soberly, re

17 hat Lee and the Taiwan authorities should rein in at the brink of the preci

18 e island. The Taiwan authorities should not regard the mainland's critici

19 eng-hui and the Taiwan authorities should size up the situation soberly, re

20 saying that the Taiwan authorities should see clearly the situation and ret

21 of China. "The Taiwan authorities should handle cross-straits relations wi

22 s said that the Taiwan authorities should have a clear mind on the overall 

23 added that the Taiwan authorities should see clearly the situation, call a

24 of China. "The Taiwan authorities should handle cross-straits relations wi

25 said that each of the seven blocks should enjoy complete independence. What

26 ssecting the country, and the book should be renamed "Lee Teng-hui's Viewpo

27 pointed out that regions in China should seek economic independence first,

28 . The Chinese edition says China should be divided into seven blocks, whi

29 Later he said in a book that China should be divided into seven parts. De

30 later he said in a book that China should be divided into seven parts. Lee

31 aid that returned overseas Chinese should give full play to the advantage o

32 onse to Taiwan separatists' claims should be viewed as part of such efforts

33 he principles of these communiques should not be violated. A country must 

34 e explanations the only conclusion should be the 'one China' principle rath

35 oncluded. US-China conflicts should end WASHINGTON (Xinhua) _ Henry

36 such a dialogue, the two countries should address major long-term issues in

37 tanding of what roles each country should play, he explained. "People in 

38 oss the Taiwan Straits Wang Daohan should postpone his visit to Taiwan unti

39 to be masters of their own destiny should be respected, the statement says,

40 China" Wednesday said more efforts should be made to promote the "one count

41 er the cost and risk it would face should it interfere with the Taiwan issu

42 er the cost and risk it would face should it interfere with the Taiwan issu

43 Public opinion of this big family should reflect the opinions and wishes o

44 public opinion" of this big family should reflect the opinions and wishes o

45 rend." But Lee and his followers should not forget that the Chinese natio

46 gh the same action Taiwan's future should be decided in a peaceful way," We

47 es and China and the US Government should insist on its one China policy an

48  -US relations. The US Government should not connive in such violations of

49 spect to Taiwan, the US Government should take three steps: leave no ambigu

50 , in particular, the US Government should strictly observe the three joint 

51 his "two States" statement, but he should not act shamelessly in going back

52 his "two states" statement, but he should not shamelessly go back on his ow

53 Hong Kong." As an alien here, he should be very careful with his words an

54 calls off his visit to Taiwan, he should bear responsibility for sabotagin

55 calls off his visit to Taiwan, he should bear responsibility for sabotagin
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56 iation warned Lee Tung-hui that he should stop playing with fire immediatel

57 is looking for personal things, he should not sacrifice the Chinese nation 

58 us situation, and that Lee himself should take the responsibility for what 

59 us situation, and that Lee himself should take the responsibility for what 

60 etween ARATS and SEF. Lee Teng-hui should bear full responsibility for all 

61 isolated position. If Lee Teng-hui should not give up his "two states" poli

62 e Taiwan Straits, and Lee Teng-hui should bear all responsibilities for his

63 etween ARATS and SEF. Lee Teng-hui should bear full responsibility for all 

64 fence (TMD) system. Lee Teng-hui should give more importance to the commo

65 rity and sovereignty, Lee Teng-hui should stop his separatist activities im

66 " in Hong Kong. Lee Teng-Hui Should Not Be Insincere Lee Teng-hui ca

67 the motherland." "(Lee Teng-hui) should not lead Taiwan and its 22 millio

68 a greater load of responsibility I should shoulder. We Chinese people have 

69 Soong advocates that the island should open to the mainland in air, mail

70 ave been defined. The Taiwan issue should be solved by the Chinese themselv

71 y with fire over the Taiwan issue, should not underestimate the Chinese Gov

72 om the mainland. The Taiwan issue should be resolved peacefully by the aut

73 in China's internal affairs. It should be clear that any efforts of Taiw

74 fication of the motherland. But it should be clear that any deed advocating

75 t only of all the former rights it should not have been granted but also th

76 lienable part of China and that it should return to the motherland." "No c

77 e repeatedly emphasized that Japan should realize the threat of "one great 

78 (parliament) trumpeted that Japan should advance hand in hand with Taiwan.

79 Soong said that the Taiwan leader should put above all the interests of Ta

80 des of the Taiwan Straits, and Lee should bear full responsibility for his 

81 nt of cross-Straits relations. Lee should not jeopardize the security, inte

82 bout his separatist remarks. Lee should bear responsibility for his words

83 about his separatist remarks. Lee should bear the responsibility for his w

84 for decades. Gu warned that Lee should not take "political risks," hurt 

85 ry confrontation, not a war. Lee should bear in mind that the central gov

86 at Taiwan and the Chinese mainland should be "state-to-state," or "at least

87 reaction from the Chinese mainland should not fail to convey to the residen

88 ns between Taiwan and the mainland should be dealt with on a "State-to-Stat

89 ns between Taiwan and the mainland should be treated on "state-to-state" ba

90 ns between Taiwan and the mainland should be dealt with on a "state-to-stat

91 . Instead, he argued, the mainland should upgrade its "out-of-date" attitud

92 other hand, it says, the mainland should better protect the rights and int

93 S," said Montaperto. A mechanism should be built to address regional secu

94 ing a family. Gilman and his men should stop playing their gruesome game 

95 nd issued warnings. The messages should not have failed to get through.  

96 es would protect Taiwan militarily should China use force on Taiwan, the am

97 es would protect Taiwan militarily should China use force on Taiwan, the am

98 es would protect Taiwan militarily should China use force on Taiwan, the am

99 slators also pointed out that more should be done to explain to Taiwan comp

100 in the last six years. Neither should one expect Taiwan to openly admit

101 N in the last six years. Neither should one expect Taiwan to openly admit

102 nty and territorial integrity, nor should he underestimate the mighty force

103 iang, Inner Mongolia and Northeast should also seek their own identities.  

104 ead the world, Taiwanese officials should settle down and ponder what they 

105 "two states" fallacy. But when one should have the least bit of knowledge a

106 nd that when this fine opportunity should be missed it will be most unfavor

107 ch for China's progress and people should not criticize the theory before r

108 nese people love peace, but people should remember that in modern times Chi

109 ary said, adding that these people should learn from history. The comment

110 vocate that the "One China" policy should be adhered to in handling cross-S

111 mmunity for the "one China" policy should sober Lee and the splitting force

112 vocate that the 'one China' policy should be adhered to in handling cross-S

113 ple. Any critical change of policy should be approved in advance by 22 mill

114 Taiwanese in betting on a policy, should stop immediately. China's not c

115 hui that the "one China" principle should not be undermined, or he will bea

116 t" missiles. Military priorities should be judged from three aspects _ we

117 t should happen the Taiwan problem should not be let to become a focus of t

118 old saying is that "when Duke Qing should not die there will be no peace in
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119 9 that the cross-strait relations should be "state-to- state" or at least 

120 on, or when cross-Strait relations should become somewhat relaxed Lee Teng-

121 9 that the cross-strait relations should be "state-to- state" or at least 

122 9 that the cross-strait relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

123 ns that the cross-strait relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

124 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

125 said that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state, or

126 ly 9 that cross-Straits relations should operate on a "state-to-state" bas

127 uly 9 that cross-straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

128 ation that cross-straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

129 said that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

130 uly 9 that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

131 uly 9 that cross-Straits relations should operate on a "state-to-state" bas

132 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

133 , Lee said cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state or at least sp

134 uly 9 that cross-straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

135 hat the cross-Straits relationship should be "state-to-state" or at least "

136 d that the cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state or at least sp

137 ently that cross-straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state, or

138 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state, or

139 said that cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "  

140 hat the cross-straits relationship should be "state-to-state" or at least "

141 said that cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

142 9 that the cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

143 uly 9 that cross-straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

144 riday that cross-Straits relations should operate on a "state-to-state" bas

145 9 that the cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state rel

146 riday that cross-Straits relations should operate on a "state-to-state" bas

147 9 that the cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

148 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state, or

149 d that the cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state rel

150 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state, or

151 lared that cross-Straits relations should be conducted on a "state-to-state

152 month that cross-Straits relations should be operated on a "state-to-state"

153 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

154 said that cross-Straits relations should be "state-to-state" or at least "

155 ation that cross-Straits relations should be defined as "state-to-state or 

156 d that the cross-Straits relations should be dealt with the same way as tha

157 e course of peaceful reunification should be decided by the process of demo

158 urely benefited when reunification should be achieved. Otherwise there will

159 Taiwan," and says that "the U. S. should help Taiwan defend itself in case

160 rman countries. But, the Senator should not forget about the special Cold

161 in the same language. Both sides should increase academic and cultural ex

162 rse of negotiations, the two sides should negotiate on matters of reunifica

163 rse of negotiations, the two sides should negotiate on matters of reunifica

164 en a tense cross-Straits situation should occur great losses are expected. 

165 realized in Taiwan. The other six should, like Taiwan, fight for their own

166 k that China and the United States should proceed with talks according to t

167 at a moment when the United States should not say anything or do anything t

168 essed in Kosovo. The United States should not forget the domestic anti-war 

169 between ARATS and SEF. Statesmen should keep their word _ their failure t

170 ne China" in the world. Statesmen should keep their words, and their failu

171 he two sides of the Taiwan Straits should jointly promote Chinese culture, 

172 wo sides across the Taiwan Straits should officially end the state of hosti

173 t both sides of the Taiwan Straits should abide by the "one China" principl

174 th sides across the Taiwan Straits should have common understanding on the 

175 t both sides of the Taiwan Straits should abide by the "one China" principl

176 Chinese people across the Straits should be on the great alert against the

177 ction. People across the Straits should keep vigilance against this evil 

178 etween China's mainland and Taiwan should be handled on a "state-to-state" 

179 etween China's mainland and Taiwan should be handled on a "state-to-state" 

180 s) Ltd. "The mainland and Taiwan should open direct mail, trade and shipp

181 Japanese edition emphasizes Taiwan should set its own identity. The Chine
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182 osition to independence for Taiwan should be the common stand and foundatio

183 magazine as saying that if Taiwan should declare "independence", the US wo

184 and the splittist forces in Taiwan should not underestimate the firm will a

185 land. People of insight in Taiwan should have a clear mind on cross-Strait

186 rland. People of insight in Taiwan should have a clear mind on the cross-St

187 tion to the independence of Taiwan should be the common stand and foundatio

188 ction, none the less to say Taiwan should act as it has pleased itself. As

189 ng his previous demand that Taiwan should be regarded as a "political entit

190 emphasized repeatedly that Taiwan should be confident in US support for it

191 hat his basic idea was that Taiwan should be Taiwanese. _ The next month,

192 hat his basic idea was that Taiwan should be Taiwanese. The next month, Le

193 e put on equal status with Taiwan, should also be independent states. Kat

194 soon as possible.     Taiwanese Should Better Understand "One Country, T

195 Chinese nation, all the Taiwanese should think it over carefully. 8th 

196 peration in science and technology should not be affected in any cases. He

197 ts. China has long proclaimed that should Taiwan one day declare "independe

198 developing country. Thirdly, there should be a balance between China's righ

199 ng-term issues including how they should work and live together in this re

200 ies do not have a bad memory, they should remember that they were foiled in

201 muniques. The Committee says they should also follow the "three-no" policy

202 ng to a blind alley, and that they should return to the one-China stance as

203 le in Taiwan authorities that they should have a clear understanding of the

204 aiwanese divisive forces that they should stop their dangerous acts and div

205 aiwanese divisive forces that they should stop their dangerous acts and div

206 t is time for him to say that they should be torn to pieces so that "two Ch

207 ng more than empty threats. They should understand that the mainland will

208 cation of the motherland when they should do a good job of translating into

209 e of separation for 50 years, this should not be the basis for any "two sta

210 e of separation for 50 years, this should not be the basis for any "two sta

211 ation, Lee said cross-Straits ties should be defined as "state-to-state or 

212 BY stating that cross-Straits ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

213 ait economic cooperation and trade should be stopped. CAAC Blasts Le

214 grows stronger. China and the US should start a true strategic dialogue a

215 and mainland areas. "The tragedy should be ended in our generation," he s

216 for the "one China" policy, the US should make it clear to Taiwan that US "

217 n the TMD issue, he said. The US should particularly make clear its commi

218 e ASEAN meetings here that "the US should speak and act with great caution"

219 nst Taiwan," and says that "the US should help Taiwan defend itself in case

220 the US government that Washington should call Lee Teng-hui to his senses t

221 one Taiwan" can be created. But we should these are just whimsical talks on

222 ulted in new manifestations. "We should always prepare ourselves for any 

223 ing to the defence minister. "We should effectively strengthen our defens

224 danger even in times of peace. We should strengthen national defence and s

225 oth sides of the Taiwan Strait. We should do our utmost to ease up the tens

226 the people across the Straits, we should resolutely oppose all his crimes 

227 s. The article stresses that "we should be on alert because of Lee's new 

228 ng trouble. It stresses that "we should be on high alert over Lee's new m

229 cracy." "The point is whether we should defend State sovereignty and inte

230 wo states" fallacy. No matter what should happen the Taiwan problem should 

231 t of cross-Straits relations. When should it be undermined it will be meant

232 onomy. It goes without saying when should Taiwan still be led on for long b

233 raits. It goes without saying when should unexpected happenings occur the T

234 es across the Taiwan Straits. When should Lee Teng-hui with his Taiwan auth

235 accumulated in recent years. When should favorable balance of trade be exc

236 the US official be clear about who should be held responsible for the curre

237 US official to be clear about who should be responsible for the current te

238 The commentary further asked, "Who should take the blame, if not Lee?" So

239 The commentary further asked, Who should take the blame, if not Lee? The

240 ittee, said that financial workers should strive for the healthy growth of 

241 ll Chinese people around the world should be on guard against such dangerou

242 he Chinese people around the world should be on guard against such dangerou

243 ll Chinese people around the world should be on guard against such dangerou

244 t the policy will not change, you should have full confidence in the state
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2. Concordance listing of should in AMD

NO. Concordance

1 l the definitions of statehood and should be accorded equal status as a sep

2 said. ``The Taiwan authorities should be clear-headed on this,'' the ne

3 he Taiwan strait, the central bank should be able to defend the Taiwan doll

4 The moderates argued that Beijing should only take action if the new presi

5 roversial declaration that Beijing should deal with Taipei on a ``state-to-

6 man radio interviewer that Beijing should deal with Taiwan on a "state-to-s

7 declaration that ties with Beijing should now be considered on a "special 

8 declaration that ties with Beijing should now be considered on a "special 

9 ina by saying his island and China should regard each other on a ``state t

10 ver after Taiwan said it and China should deal on a state-to-state basis --

11 his comment that Taiwan and China should have "state-to-state relations." 

12 s wrath by saying Taiwan and China should deal with each other as separate 

13 aiwan leader said Taiwan and China should be in touch as one state to anoth

14 id on July 9 that Taiwan and China should regard each other as states.     

15 o months ago that Taiwan and China should be political equals, dealing with

16 relations between Taiwan and China should be termed "state-to-state" _ a c

17 ten peace in the region. China should send a representative to discuss 

18 tate Madeleine Albright said China should stop worrying "about a decision t

19 hen echoed that call, saying China should "get to the root of the issue and

20 ny times before, he now says China should acknowledge the island as a state

21 ers out on the streets. "China should join WTO only on the condition th

22 dependence but affirmed that China should recognize what Taipei already tel

23 y. Lee said a week ago that China should deal with Taiwan on a "state-to-s

24 ther decade. "I don't think China should underestimate the capacity of Tai

25 d July 9 that relations with China should be conducted on a "state-to-state

26 July 9 that relations with China should be conducted on a ``state-to-stat

27 t by Lee that relations with China should henceforth be on a ``special stat

28 ed last month that ties with China should henceforth be on a ``special stat

29 on last month that ties with China should be on a ``special state-to-state

30 island as a province that one day should be brought back under its authori

31 has said Taiwan-China discussions should take place on a special ``state-t

32 has said Taiwan-China discussions should take place on a special "state-to

33 Lee said Taiwan-China discussions should take place on a special ``state-t

34 rated Taipei's view that its entry should be evaluated independently on mer

35 d the option to use military force should Taipei declare independence.     

36 on squirm by saying his government should be able to deal with China as a p

37 r the handover says the government should adopt local laws to forbid acts o

38 , Tang said: ``The U.S. government should appropriately handle the Taiwan q

39 ly 9 by saying the two governments should have "state-to-state" relations. 

40 l China Daily told Lee Saturday he should not put the threat to the test.  

41 hina Daily told Lee on Saturday he should not put the threat to the test.  

42 o failure and those who follow him should understand they are heading into 

43 aiwan authorities and Lee Teng-hui should not underestimate the firm resolv

44 1998. The directorate said imports should rise four percent in 1999, the be

45 island from declaring independence should not be underestimated, a Chinese 

46 has slowed the fall and the index should rebound once the cabinet takes fu

47 favor of strong U.S. intervention should China take any military action ag

48 ntinue to be net buyers. Investors should have confidence,'' Siew said. ``I

49 e democracy -- Chen said the issue should be settled by a referendum. `

50 presidential polls said the island should be left alone to decide its polit

51 ng-hui's assertion that the island should have a "state to state" relations

52 th part of the same country and it should be re-unified -- which kept the p

53 th part of the same country and it should be re-unified - which kept the pe

54 th part of the same country and it should be reunified -- which kept the pe

55 th part of the same country and it should be re-unified -- which kept the p

56 Taiwan's recent assertions that it should be treated as China's equal.     

57 Taiwan's recent assertions that it should be treated as China's equal. The

58 ting Beijing by suggesting that it should deal with Taiwan as a nation and 

59 rned Congress on Wednesday that it should drop the bill, with a senior legi

60 ous issue when deciding what items should be included in the Assembly agend
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61 is not a matter about which Japan should say this or that,'' said a spokes

62 saying: ``He who has tied the knot should untie it.'' Taiwan says Chi

63 nationally, and linguistic matters should be handled ``pragmatically,'' sai

64 saying Nationalist Party members "should recognise the danger of Lee's sp

65 orld Trade Organisation membership should be apolitical and independent of 

66 t the United States at this moment should be very careful not to say anythi

67 t the United States at this moment should be very careful not to say anythi

68 f it seeks independence. "No one should contemplate force here," Clinton 

69 China-Taiwan relations. 'No one should contemplate force here,' Clinton 

70 ina-Taiwan relations. ``No one should contemplate force here,'' Clinton

71 ed. Once implemented, the plan should come as a relief to any foreigner

72 ff to decide whether the president should get involved,'' Dicks said. ``We 

73 cross-Strait (of Taiwan) problems should be resolved peacefully; and this 

74 isions based on democratic process should be respected. Only Taiwan's resid

75 eration in the Asia-Pacific region should aim at ``mutual respect'' instead

76 sident Lee Teng-hui said relations should now be on a ``special state-to-st

77 policy last week, saying relations should be conducted on a "state to state

78 rmalized cross-strait relationship should be better and closer than other c

79 so said earlier that Lee's remarks should not disturb plans for Wang's visi

80 lion in foreign exchange reserves, should have no problem defending the loc

81 ations between the two arch-rivals should be on ``a special state-to-state 

82 ations between the two arch-rivals should be on ``a special state-to-state 

83 ations between the two arch-rivals should be on ``a special state-to-state 

84 ations between the two arch-rivals should be on "a special state-to-state b

85 g relations between the two rivals should be on a ``special state-to-state'

86 oxygen, the newspaper said. Should U.S. Defend Taiwan? Not If It Me

87 dictatorship. Taipei, he says, should drive a tough bargain by insistin

88 s. The newspaper said Taiwan ``should not pin hopes that are too high o

89 EAN). He told her Washington ``should be very careful not to say anythi

90 n the world stage. "Neither side should deny the existence of the other. 

91 Taiwan, which is that neither side should overestimate or underestimate U.S

92 t that relations between the sides should be termed ``state-to-state'' as a

93 ition to Beijing, saying the sides should respect each other's jurisdiction

94 biguous explanation that the sides should regard each other as two equal po

95 ui's insistence that the two sides should deal with each other as one state

96 It is our view that the two sides should engage in a dialogue as equals,''

97 s ago, when Lee said the two sides should handle their affairs on a "specia

98 `It is our view that the two sides should engage in a dialogue with equals.

99 terview in July that the two sides should deal with each other as separate 

100 venly on whether the United States should help defend Taiwan if it's attack

101 r meeting. ``The United States should say little and act with great cau

102 and quantity. The United States should "stop selling weapons to Taiwan, 

103 arris Chang said the United States should know that private companies in de

104 statement said the United States should "recognise the severity and dange

105 , 47 percent say the United States should help defend Taiwan, while 48 perc

106 the meeting. "The United States should say little and act with great cau

107 relations across the Taiwan Strait should be conducted as ``special state-t

108 countries across the Taiwan Strait should be unified into a single country 

109 Relations across the Taiwan Strait should be better, not worse,'' Chen said

110 lations between Beijing and Taipei should be on a ``special state-to-state 

111 relations between China and Taiwan should be conducted on a ``state-to-stat

112 rted in July that China and Taiwan should have a "state-to-state" relations

113 is assertion that China and Taiwan should have "state-to-state" relations. 

114 s month by saying China and Taiwan should deal with each other as separate 

115 t matters between China and Taiwan should be handled on a "special state-to

116 9 interview that China and Taiwan should deal with each other on a "state-

117 relations between China and Taiwan should be those of two sovereign states.

118 r this month that China and Taiwan should deal with each other on a ``state

119 eng-hui said that China and Taiwan should deal with each other on a "state-

120 ee on July 2 that China and Taiwan should operate on a ``state-to-state'' b

121 's fury by saying China and Taiwan should deal with each other as separate 

122 hina. However, the issue of Taiwan should be discussed among residents of b

123 provocative campaign pitch: Taiwan should accept rival China's ``one countr
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124 asis, and 79.1 percent said Taiwan should press ahead with efforts to forge

125 e the country," she said. Taiwan "should not underestimate the firm deter

126 ndence party said on Sunday Taiwan should develop nuclear weapons to counte

127 ndence party said on Sunday Taiwan should develop nuclear weapons to counte

128 eng-hui today, warning that Taiwan should not underestimate Beijing's deter

129 oman, would not say whether Taiwan should regard the neutron-bomb disc osur

130 t assistance as reasons why Taiwan should be a U.N. member. He said dan

131 inese body that deals with Taiwan, should shelve his scheduled visit to Tai

132 Lee on Tuesday that the Taiwanese should never underestimate China's goal 

133 Strait for decades. Lee said talks should take place on a special state-to-

134 the forthcoming global trade talks should be 'balanced and sufficiently bro

135 rseas Chinese who live in Thailand should contribute to the policy of one C

136 are equal political entities that should recognize each other's jurisdicti

137 state, not a local government that should be controlled by Beijing. Tai

138 ate, not a breakaway province that should listen to Beijing. His position c

139 siders to be a rebel province that should be reunified with the mainland. S

140 le Defense System is a system that should be studied and reviewed," said Vi

141 r understand one another and there should be better mutual respect" to avoi

142 r understand one another and there should be better mutual respect" to avoi

143 nd Economic Association. "They should support the effort to have brothe

144 be resolved peacefully; and this should be done through dialogue," he sai

145 re any guide, the Chinese threats should help the party. When China tested

146 ed last month that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

147 clared in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

148 Teng-hui said that bilateral ties should be on a "state-to-state" basis.  

149 clared in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state"

150 red last month that bilateral ties should be on a ``special state-to-state'

151 clared in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

152 red last month that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

153 ration in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

154 clared in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

155 clared in July that bilateral ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

156 ee's declaration in July that ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

157 iwan's president in July that ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

158 s declaration last month that ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

159 s declaration last month that ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

160 s declaration last month that ties should be on a "special state-to-state" 

161 y 9 that relations between the two should be conducted on a ``state-to-sta

162 t circumstances at least, the U.S. should refrain from saying or doing anyt

163 ministry said. ``The impact on us should be limited.'' China test-laun

164 He told Albright that Washington "should be very careful not to say anyth

165 his is not an easy achievement. We should at least get some credit." Ca

166 its focus from Europe to Asia. We should beware." Beijing was outraged w

167 ``If we want to have dialogue, we should give the other side the chance to

168 e about the question of whether we should reunify with China or become inde

169 into their internal affairs, which should not be the choice for building pe

170 independent Chinese nations which should develop a ``special internationa

171 tion. 'China said that the wording should be changed to make clear that Tai

172 u that policy will not change, you should have full confidence in the state

173 led 'president,' so in future you should pay attention to this." Zhang's
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