
Finding Historic Blenheim 
3610 Old Lee Highway 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
(703) 591-0560 
 

 
 
From 495 (N & S):  take Route 50 E to Fairfax Circle (intersection of 
Route 29/Lee Highway) Drive  around inner part of Circle on your right.  
Cross Rt 50/Fairfax Boulevard and continue up Old Lee Highway past 
Shell station on y our right.  Drive up hill and past Fairfax High School on 
your right.  After the 2 nd street (Brookwood), drive to the top of the hill.  
Historic Blenheim entrance is on y our right. 
From 236 W/Main Street: At Old Town intersection, turn right and 
follow to second light then continue straight onto Old Lee Highway.  
After second light you will pass police station and Van Dyck Park, then  
St. Leo’s. Historic Blenheim entrance is @ 2 blocks further on y our left. 
From 236E/Main Street: Turn left at North Street and follow through 
Old Town.  At top of hill, next to Fairfax County Public Library, turn left 
onto Old Lee Highway.  Follow directions above. 
From Rt 66E/W: Exit at Rt 123/Chain Bridge Road.  Cross Rt 29/50, 
Lee Highway/Fairfax Boulevard and drive up hill.  Take left onto 
Kenmore Ave (left turn lane).  Take right onto University Blvd.  Take 
immediate left onto Layton Hall Drive.  Turn left on Old Lee Highway. 
Follow directions abov e. 
 
  The City of Fairfax owns and operates Historic Blenheim--through the 
Office of Historic Resources—along with the Fairfax Museum and 
Visitor Center and the Ratcliffe-Allison House. For operating hours 
and programs for these sites please call (703) 385-8414. 
  T o help support Historic Blenheim, donations can be made to 
Historic Fairfax City, Inc. a City-chartered (501 (c)(3) advocacy 
organization for historic preservation in the City of Fairfax.  The 
contribution should be designated for Blenheim and sent to HFCI, c/o 
10209 Main Street, Fairfax, Virginia 22030.  For further information 
please call (703) 273-5452. 

  Office of Historic Resources,  
 City of Fairfax, 2/10 
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In July 1861, Federal troops rampaged through Fairfax 
Court House, Virginia, on a mission to suppress the 
Confederate forces at Manassas.  A letter to the editor 
in the Richmond Times Dispatch described the 
destruction in and around Fairfax Court House before 
and after First Manassas:  “…the house of Mr. Albert T. 
Willcoxon, a brick building recently erected and fitted 
up in handsome style, was entered by them, the 
window glass and sash almost entirely demolished, the 
doors torn from their hinges, the stair banister broken 
down and the furniture not removed split to pieces.”  
  The 367-acre Willcoxon farm--situated @1 mile NE of 
Fairfax Court House--soon became a strategic camping 
ground and place of refuge for Union soldiers.  The 
slave-holding family ’s home figured prominently on an 
1862 Union military defense map of the region.  Across 
from the home a cavalry road was depicted as well.  
The house, situated on a crest of a hill, made it a 
strategic place from which to view the area to the 
courthouse across the open rolling farmland. 
  Destruction of the home took on a new form in 1862 
and 1863 as visiting Union soldiers left their 
signatures, regiments, home towns, sayings, and 
pictographs on the walls of the house.  The attic walls 
reveal the most legible and largest quantity of names, 
as the graffiti was never covered.  Understandably, the 
Willcoxon family and 4 generations of descendants 
applied paint and later wallpaper on the first and 
second floor walls.  The images revealed beneath those 
layers are often faint and sometimes impossible to 
read.  Viewed as a collection, the more than 115 
identified names of soldiers and messages from 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Wisconsin are 
truly a “diary on walls”. 
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Visiting Blenheim…. 
 

 
 
  In 1999 the City of Fairfax purchased Blenheim house 
and the surrounding 12-acres of land.  Surrounded by 
1950s, 60s and 70s suburbia, the historic site is a 
reminder of the area’s rich agricultural heritage.  The 
house was entered onto the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2001. 
  Visitors to the property can visit the Civil War 
Interpretive Center on Tuesdays through Saturdays 
from 12-4pm.  A site tour of the property--including 
interpretive signs and the first floor of the historic 
Blenheim House--occurs each of these days at 1pm.   
   The Civil War Interpretive Center opened in 
November 2008 to enhance the educational 
experience of the site for visitors.  The gallery space 
provides a context for the Union soldiers at Blenheim 
within the larger framework of the Civil War.  The 2nd 
floor and attic in the house are not accessible due to 
structural supports and flights of stairs.  Therefore, the 
primary feature of the gallery is a replica of 2/3 of the 
house’s attic with life-size images of the graffiti.    
  The multi-purpose assembly room is a 925-square 
foot program space for school groups, tour groups, 
lectures, and special programs.  Temporary exhibits 
are also displayed on the walls.  
  The Gift Shop carries a range of Civil War books, 
DVDs, original prints, games and toys.  We accept 
payments of cash, checks, and credit cards (V, MC). 


